
 

 

  
default to combat crisis‘Emergency measures’ come 

ahead of negotiations with IMF for a loan package 

 Sri Lanka on Tuesday announced a pre-emptive default 

on all its foreign debt totalling $51 billion as a “last 

resort”, while the island nation struggles to cope with a 

grave economic crisis. 

 The government is taking the “emergency measures”, 

pending full discussions with the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) from which it has sought help, only to 

prevent a further deterioration of the country’s financial 

position, the Finance Ministry said. A comprehensive 

debt restructuring programme is now “inescapable”, it 

noted in a statement. 

 The decision comes on the heels of two other key policy changes. Sri Lanka floated the rupee early 

March, allowing for a stark depreciation of its value — it was nearly 320 against a U.S. dollar on 

Tuesday. More recently, the Central Bank increased interest rates by 7 percentage points in a bid 

to tighten monetary policy, apparently in preparation of an IMF package that the government 

wants to “expedite”. 

 

EXPATS HELP SOUGHT 

 Despite economic strains in the past, Sri Lanka had maintained an unblemished record of debt 

servicing that made the country a favourable partner for creditors. 

 Meanwhile, the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka has sought donations of “much-needed 

foreign exchange” from Sri Lankans living abroad, to augment the country’s reserves as it 

grapples with severe shortages of food, fuel, and medicines. In a statement, recently appointed 

Governor P. Nandalal Weerasinghe assured “well-wishers” that their foreign currency transfers 

would be utilised only for “essential imports”. 

 India recently extended a billion-dollar credit line to help Sri Lanka import essential items. 

 “The question now is how ISB holders view this decision,” Opposition lawmaker and economist 

Harsha De Silva told The Hindu. He was referring to international sovereign bonds or market 

borrowings that form the biggest chunk, or nearly half, of Sri Lanka’s foreign debt. 

 The government should have ideally sought their consent instead of going in for a unilateral, hard 

default like this. They have really run out of money,”  

 The Opposition United National Party has called for “a full explanation” in Parliament, of what 

led to “this situation” when the legislature convenes on April 19. 
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 Retail inflation accelerated sharply to 6.95% in 

March, the fastest pace of price gains in almost a 

year and a half, and marked the third straight 

month when inflation exceeded the Reserve Bank 

of India’s tolerance threshold of 6%. 

 A surge in food price inflation, which quickened 

to 7.68% from 5.85% in February, combined 

with rising fuel prices and producers passing on 

higher commodity prices and input costs to 

consumers across goods and services to drive the 

overall Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based 

inflation print to a 17-month high. 

 Consumers in rural India faced a higher level of inflation than urban residents, with overall rural 

inflation 154 basis points higher at 7.66%, as the rural food price index sped past 8% to 8.04% 

in March, from February’s 5.81%. 

 “Our analysis shows the poor are bearing the burden of inflation the most, given that food which 

occupies the largest share of their consumption basket — recorded the sharpest rise,” said 

Dharmakirti Joshi, CRISIL chief economist. 

 The uptick in fuel prices and their ripple effects on transport and logistics costs are expected to 

intensify in April, economists said. 

 “The complete transmission of global fuel prices on domestic prices is expected to be seen in 

April,” said Vivek Rathi, director, research at Knight Frank India. 

 

 
 

 A Dornier 228 aircraft manufactured by 

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) took off on its 

maiden commercial flight from Dibrugarh in 

eastern Assam to Pasighat in central Arunachal 

Pradesh on Tuesday. 

 HAL has been manufacturing the Dornier aircraft 

after transfer of technology from the German 

firm that owned it, but the made-in-India aircraft 

had not been used for civil aviation until now. 

DORNIER 228 TAKES OFF ON FIRST COMMERCIAL FLIGHT  

RETAIL INFLATION NEARS 7% AS FOOD PRICES PINCH  
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 The public sector Alliance Air in February signed an agreement with HAL for leasing two Dornier 

228 aircraft. The airline received the two aircraft on April 7. 

 “Overjoyed and proud to embark on the 17-seater Made-in-India Dornier 228 aircraft — in its 

maiden service to Arunachal Pradesh!” Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia tweeted after 

inaugurating the Dibrugarh-Pasighat flight along with Law and Justice Minister Kiren Rijiju. 

 “Alliance Air is the first airline to embark upon the journey of operating the made-in-India aircraft 

and contributing towards PM Narendra Modi’s ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative,” he said. 

 Alliance Air’s coordinator (east) Chirasree Sanyal said the airline had been tasked with offering 

better connectivity for tier-2 and tier-3 towns with their closest city hubs with the vision of 

“connecting new India”. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Last week, India’s Central bank announced 

cardless cash withdrawals at ATMs across the 

country. The feature will let consumers use 

Unified Payment Interface (UPI) on their 

smartphones to withdraw cash from ATMs. 

 All ATMs across the country must enable this 

feature in their cash-dispensing machines, the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said. 

 

HOW WILL THIS SYSTEM WORK? 

Cardless cash withdrawals are to be authenticated via UPI. 

 ATMs are expected to show an option for withdrawing cash using UPI. 

 Once a user selects this option, they can input the amount to be withdrawn and a QR code will be 

generated on the ATM screen. 

 Users will then need to scan that code via their UPI app, and enter the password to withdraw cash 

from the ATM. 

 Until now, only fund transfers between accounts were enabled via UPI. With this option, 

consumers can also take cash out from ATMs without a card. 

WHAT ISSUES DOES THIS TECHNOLOGY SOLVE? 

                 CARDLESS CASH WITHDRAWALS AT ATMS 
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 According to the RBI Governor, Shaktikanta Das, cardless cash withdrawals will enhance security 

of cash withdrawal transactions. Besides, it would help prevent frauds like card skimming and 

card cloning. 

 Currently, only existing customers of a few banks are allowed to withdraw cash without cards, 

and from specific bank’s ATM networks. However, the RBI's move to allow interoperability in 

cardless withdrawals will enable users to take cash from any and all ATMs. The RBI’s move will 

invite more players into the payment ecosystem in India to innovate and solve further problems 

of customers, says Swapnil Bhaskar, Head of Strategy, Niyo, a millennial- focused neo-banking 

platform. 

 

WHAT IS CARD SKIMMING? 

 Criminals steal data from credit/ debit cards by tracking a card swiped at ATMs. They pick this 

information from using a skimming device that reads the card’s magnetic strip. These devices are 

surreptitiously installed on ATMs. 

 Once the device picks up the data, it can be used to gain unauthorised access to the user’s banking 

records. The stolen information can be coded onto a new card, a process called cloning, and be 

used to make payments and transact with other bank accounts. Problematic ATMs that function 

intermittently, and the ones located in isolated areas are often used to install such skimming 

devices. 

 Fraudsters also install scanning devices on point-of-sale machines. These devices stealthily scan 

a card before it is swiped at the payment counter at a departmental store. These are especially 

tough to spot if the billing counter is not in the line of sight of the card owner. These devices are 

difficult to identify as they appear to be a legitimate part of an existing ATM, or like a regular in-

store card reader. It is skilfully fitted into the payment machines. 

 

WHAT ARE THE LIMITATIONS AND CHALLENGES OF THE CARDLESS CASH 

WITHDRAWAL FEATURE? 

 Currently, ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, HDFC Bank and SBI allow cardless cash withdrawals 

for their users. But, accessing the feature is cumbersome as it has certain withdrawal limits, and 

the transaction is charged. The cardless feature at these banks work with each specific bank’s 

app. 

 HDFC Bank customers are allowed to withdraw up to ₹10,000 per day and ₹25,000 per month 

using the cardless cash method. These withdrawals also have a service fee of ₹25 per transaction. 

At the moment, it is not clear whether UPI-based cash withdrawals will have the same restrictions 

and service fee inclusions. 

 Scalability of this feature might be a challenge as it has to be seen how many banks quickly roll it 

out to their customers, Gurjodhpal Singh, CEO, Tide India, a digital banking platform, said. 
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 In cardless withdrawal, the security vulnerability of a card is minimised, but the risk will soon 

transfer to a mobile-enabled feature. The mobile can now become the epicentre of transactions, 

making it the next target for fraudsters 

 

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF DEBIT CARDS? 

 Issuing cards will not be stopped as they have several other utilities beyond cash withdrawals. 

They can be used at a restaurant, shop, or for payments in a foreign country, Mr. Das said in a 

statement. 

 A debit card is a very evolved financial product and has already gone through a lot of iterations 

to reach its current perfection. In its further evolution, we are seeing new use cases for debit 

cards like having standing instructions or EMI payments, Mr. Bhaskar said. "There is still a lot of 

time for UPI to come to the level of sophistication of a debit card. Moreover, the debit card will 

continue to serve some segments of the economy which are not comfortable with pure digital 

payment solutions like UPI or who want to have higher transaction limits," he added. 

 

 
 Report cites inadequate uptake of rooftop solar as 

among the reasons for the shortfall 

 India is likely to miss its 2022 target of installing 

100 gigawatts (GW) of solar power capacity, 

largely due to inadequate uptake of rooftop solar, 

according to a report by JMK Research and the 

Institute for Energy Economics and Financial 

Analysis (IEEFA). 

 As of December 2021, India’s cumulative installed 

solar capacity was 55 GW, with grid-connected 

utility-scale projects making up 77% of the total and the rest from grid-connected rooftop solar 

(20%) and mini or micro off-grid projects (3%). 

 With just eight months of 2022 remaining, only about 50% of the 100GW target, consisting of 60 

GW of utility-scale and 40 GW of rooftop solar capacity, has been met. 

 

CAPACITY ADDITION 

 Approximately 19 GW of solar capacity is expected to be added in 2022 — 15.8 GW from utility-

scale and 3.5 GW from rooftop solar. 

   INDIA  LIKELY TO MISS YEAR’S SOLAR CAPACITY TARGET 
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 “Even with this capacity addition, about 27% of India’s 100 GW solar target would be unmet,” 

Jyoti Gulia, founder, JMK Research, and a co-author of the report, said in a statement. 

 The analysis projects a 25 GW shortfall in the 40 GW rooftop solar target, compared to just 1.8 

GW in the utility-scale solar target by December 2022. 

 “Utility-scale solar capacity addition is on track. India is set to achieve nearly 97% of its 60 GW 

target,” says Ms. Gulia. “This makes it imperative to have a more concerted effort towards 

expanding rooftop solar.” 

 Solar capacity is a major prong of India’s commitment to address global warming according to 

the terms of the Paris Agreement, as well as achieving net zero, or no net carbon emissions, by 

2070. 

 

MANY CHALLENGES 

 Factors impeding rooftop solar installation include pandemic-induced supply chain disruption to 

policy restrictions, regulatory roadblocks; net metering limits; the twin burdens of basic customs 

duty (BCD) on imported cells and modules and issues with the Approved List of Models and 

Manufacturers (ALMM); unsigned power supply agreements (PSAs) and banking restrictions; 

financing issues plus delays in or rejection of open access approval grants; and the 

unpredictability of future open access charges. 

 “The anticipated 27 GW shortfall from the 2022 solar target can be attributed to a string of 

challenges which are slowing overall progress on renewable energy targets,” says co-author 

Vibhuti Garg, Energy Economist and Lead India, IEEFA. 

 To get back on track, the report proposes “short and long-term measures. 

 These include uniform policies to apply nationally for at least the next five years, consistent 

regulations for net metering and banking facilities, which should apply nationally, strictly 

enforcing renewable purchase obligations (RPO) of companies. 

  

NO EL NINO EXPECTED, IT WILL BE A ‘NORMAL’ MONSOON, SAYS SKYMET 

 The southwest monsoon is likely to be “normal” in 2022, though rainfall in August, the second 

rainiest month, will likely be subdued, the private weather company Skymet said on Tuesday. 

 Normal is 98% of the historical average of 88 cm of rainfall for the four months from June to 

September,” it said. Rajasthan, Gujarat, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura are likely to be 

rain deficit throughout the season. The northeastern States have a high base level of rainfall. 

 In the south, Kerala and north interior Karnataka will get subdued rainfall in the core monsoon 

months of July and August. On the other hand, the key kharif crop regions of Punjab, Haryana, 

                NO EL NINO EXPECTED IN 2022 
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and Uttar Pradesh and the rain-fed areas of 

Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh would 

receive “above normal” rainfall, the agency 

said.  

 The El Nino, characterised by a warming of 

temperatures in the Central Pacific and 

associated with poor rainfall over India, is 

not expected to surface this year. Its 

converse, or La Nina, had helped with two 

years of above normal rainfall in 2019 and 

2020 and “normal” rainfall in 2021. 

 “The last two monsoon seasons have been 

driven by back-to-back La Nina events... the 

occurrence of El Nino, which normally 

corrupts the monsoon, is ruled out,” 

However, there would be bursts of intense rainfall, followed by long dry intervals, Another factor 

that influences monsoon is the Indian Ocean dipole, whose “positive” phase corresponded to good 

rainfall and “negative” the opposite. “The Indian Ocean dipole is neutral, albeit having a 

propensity of negative inclination... Monsoon will have to ride over ENSO — neutral conditions, 

while battling resistance from IOD, especially during the second half of the season. This possibly 

can lead to extreme variability in the monthly rainfall distribution,” the agency said. 

 The first half of the monsoon — June and July — is expected to be better than the second. June was 

expected to get 7% more rain than normal, July 100%, August 95% and September, when the 

monsoon starts to wane, 90%. The past few years, however, have seen unusually high rainfall in 

September. 

 The India Meteorological Department , which issues the official forecast, is expected to announce 

its first forecast later this week. The agency follows a multi-stage forecast system with an update 

in June. 

 

EL NINO – HOW DOES IT OCCUR? 
 El Nino can be understood as a natural phenomenon wherein the ocean temperatures rise 

especially in parts of the Pacific ocean. It is the nomenclature which is referred to for a periodic 

development along the coast of Peru. This development is a temporary replacement of the cold 

current along the coast of Peru.   El Nino is a Spanish word. The term El Nino basically means ‘the 

child’. This is due to the fact that this current starts to flow around Christmas and hence the name 

referring to baby Christ. 
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 Another natural phenomenon, similar to El Nino is La Nina, which is also in news these days. The 

term La Nina literally means ‘ little girl’. It is termed as opposite to the phenomenon of El Nino 

as it results in the ‘cooling’ of the ocean water in parts of the Pacific ocean.   Both of them also 

result in changes in atmospheric conditions along with oceanic changes. 

 

EL NINO SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO)  

 

 It is called El Nino Southern Oscillation. In normal times, when the tropical south Pacific ocean 

experiences high pressure, alternatively the tropical Indian ocean experiences low pressure 

conditions.   However, these pressure conditions are sometimes reversed, and results in low 

pressure in the Pacific and alternatively high pressure in the Indian ocean. This is the periodic 

change in pressure conditions which is referred to as the Southern Oscillation.   These changes in 

the pressure conditions being developed in the Pacific and Indian oceans are connected with the 

phenomenon of El Nino. This connected phenomenon is referred to as the El Nino Southern 

Oscillations or the ENSO. 

 

EL NINO – EFFECTS ON INDIA 

In a normal monsoon year (without El Nino), the pressure distribution is as follows: 

 The coast of Peru in South America has a higher pressure than the region near northern Australia 

and South East Asia. 

 The Indian Ocean is warmer than the adjoining oceans and so, has relatively lower pressure. 

Hence, moisture-laden winds move from near the western Pacific to the Indian Ocean. 

 The pressure on the landmass of India is lower than on the Indian Ocean, and so, the moisture-

laden winds move further from the ocean to the lands. 

 If this normal pressure distribution is affected for some reason, the monsoons are affected. 

 

EL NINO EFFECTS 

 El Nino results in the rise of sea surface temperatures 

 It also weakens the trade winds of the affected region 

 In India, Australia, it can bring about drought conditions. This affects the crop productivity 

largely. It has been also observed certain times, that EL Nino may not bring drought but cause 

heavy rainfall. In both the cases, it causes heavy damage. 

 However, in some other countries it may result in a complete reversal, i.e., excessive rainfall. 

 

MITIGATION OF  EFFECTS: 

Keeping a check on the sea surface temperatures 

 Maintaining sufficient buffer stocks of food grains and ensuring their smooth supply 
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 Ensuring relevant support to the farmer community including economic help 

 Alternative ways to be promoted such as the practice of sustainable agriculture 

 Measuring El Nino 

 Scientists, governments, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) collect data about El Nino 

using a number of technologies such as scientific buoys. 

 

 A buoy is a type of object that floats in water and is used in the middle of the seas as locators or 

as warning points for ships. They are generally bright (fluorescent) in color. 

 These buoys measure ocean and air temperatures, currents, winds, and humidity. 

 The buoys transmit data daily to researchers and forecasters around the world enabling scientists 

to more accurately predict El Nino and visualize its development and impact around the globe. 

 The Oceanic Nino Index (ONI) is used to measure deviations from normal sea surface 

temperatures. The Oceanic Niño Index is a measure of the departure from normal sea surface 

temperature in the east-central Pacific Ocean, is the standard means by which each El Nino 

episode is determined, gauged, and forecast. 

 

 The intensity of El Nino events varies from weak temperature increases (about 4-5° F) with only 

moderate local effects on weather and climate to very strong increases (14-18° F) associated with 

worldwide climatic changes. 

 

 
 The lingering COVID-19 crisis is a good time to revive an issue that is, oddly, slow to come to life 

in India — universal health care (UHC). Meanwhile, UHC has become a well-accepted objective of 

public policy around the world. It has even been largely realised in many countries, not only the 

richer ones (minus the United States) but also a growing number of other countries such as Brazil, 

China, Sri Lanka and Thailand. Some of them, such as Thailand, made a decisive move towards 

UHC at a time (20 years ago) when their per capita GDP was no higher than India’s per capita 

GDP today. The time has come for India — or some Indian States at least — to take the plunge. 

 The basic idea of UHC is that no one should be deprived of quality health care for the lack of ability 

to pay. This idea was well expressed — in archaic words perhaps — by Aneurin Bevan, the fiery 

founder of the National Health Service (NHS) in Britain. “No society,” he said, “can legitimately 

call itself civilised if a sick person is denied medical aid because of lack of means.” The same idea 

inspired the Bhore Committee report of 1946, where a case was made for India to create its own 

NHS-type health-care system. 

 

ROUTES TO UHC 

           HOPES AS A ROUTE TO UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE 
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 In concrete terms, UHC typically relies on one or both of two basic approaches: public service and 

social insurance. In the first approach, health care is provided as a free public service, just like 

the services of a fire brigade or public library. If this sounds like socialist thinking, that is what it 

is. Interestingly, however, this socialist project has worked not only in communist countries such 

as Cuba but also in the capitalist world (well beyond the United Kingdom). 

 The second approach allows private as well as public provision of health care, but the costs are 

mostly borne by the social insurance fund(s), not the patient, so the result is similar: everyone 

has access to quality health care. Social insurance is very different from a private insurance 

market. The simplest variant is one where insurance is compulsory and universal, financed mainly 

from general taxation, and run by a single non-profit agency in the public interest. That is how it 

works in Canada (province-wise), and to varying extents in other countries with “national health 

insurance” (e.g., Australia and Taiwan). This single-payer system makes it easier for the state to 

bargain for a good price from health-care providers. But some countries have other models of 

social insurance, based, for instance, on multiple non-profit insurance funds instead of a single 

payer (Germany is one example). The basic principles remain: everyone should be covered and 

insurance should be geared to the public interest rather than private profit. 

 

SOME CHALLENGES 

 Even in a system based on social insurance, public service plays an essential role. In the absence 

of public health centres, dedicated not only to primary health care but also to preventive work, 

there is a danger of patients rushing to expensive hospitals every other day. This would make the 

system wasteful and expensive. As it is, containing costs is a major challenge with social 

insurance, because patient and health-care provider have a joint interest in expensive care — one 

to get better, the other to earn. One possible remedy is to require the patient to bear part of the 

costs (a “co-payment”, in insurance jargon), but that conflicts with the principle of UHC. Recent 

evidence suggests that even small co-payments often exclude many poor patients from quality 

health care. 

 Another challenge with social insurance is to regulate private health-care providers. Here, a 

crucial distinction needs to be made between for-profit and non-profit providers. Non-profit 

health-care providers have done great work around the world (including the U.S., where most 

hospitals were non-profit institutions just a few decades ago). For-profit health care, however, is 

deeply problematic because of the pervasive conflict between the profit motive and the well-being 

of the patient. This calls for strict regulation, if for-profit health care is allowed at all. 

 Today, most countries with UHC rely on a combination of public service and social insurance. For 

all we know, however, the NHS model based on plain public service may be the best approach. 

Private non-profit health care can be regarded as a form of public service, and private for-profit 

health care tends to defy discipline. A vibrant NHS is hard to beat. 
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 The word “vibrant”, of course, is critical. I am referring not only to good management and 

adequate resources but also to a sound work culture and professional ethics. A primary health 

centre can work wonders, but only if doctors and nurses are on the job and care for the patients. 

India’s public health services have a bad name in that respect, but they are improving, and they 

can improve more. 

 

RIGHT TO HEALTH CARE 

 What would be a possible route to UHC for India today? The private sector is too entrenched for 

a NHS to displace it in the near future. But it is possible to envisage a framework for UHC that 

would build primarily on health care as a public service, and have a chance at least to converge 

toward some sort of NHS in due course. 

 This framework might be called “healthcare as an optional public service” (HOPS). The idea is 

that everyone would have a legal right to receive free, quality health care in a public institution if 

they wish. It would not prevent anyone from seeking health care from the private sector at their 

own expense. But the public sector would guarantee decent health services to everyone as a 

matter of right, free of cost. 

 In a sense, this is what some Indian States are already trying to do. In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, for 

instance, most illnesses can be satisfactorily treated in the public sector, at little cost to the 

patient. There is a thriving private sector too, begging for better regulation and restraint. But 

health care of decent quality is available to everyone as an optional public service. 

 HOPS would not be as egalitarian as the NHS or national health insurance model where most 

people are in the same health-care boat. But it would still be a big step toward UHC. Further, it is 

likely to become more egalitarian over time, as the public sector provides a growing range of 

health services. If quality health care is available for free in the public sector, most patients will 

have little reason to go to the private sector. 

 What about social insurance? It could play a limited role in this framework, to help cover 

procedures that are not easily available in the public sector (e.g., high-end surgeries). Social 

insurance, however, carries a risk of tilting health care towards expensive tertiary care, and also 

towards better-off sections of the population. The extension of social insurance to for-profit 

health-care providers is especially risky, given their power and influence. There is a case for social 

insurance to work mainly within the non-profit sectors (public and private), leaving out for-profit 

health care as far as possible. 

 The main difficulty with the HOPS framework is to specify the scope of the proposed health-care 

guarantee, including quality standards. UHC does not mean unlimited health care: there are 

always limits to what can be guaranteed to everyone. HOPS requires not only health-care 

standards but also a credible method to revise these standards over time. Some useful elements 

are already available, such as the Indian Public Health Standards. 
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 Tamil Nadu is well placed to make HOPS a reality under its proposed Right to Health Bill. Tamil 

Nadu is already able to provide most health services in the public sector with good effect 

(according to the fourth National Family Health Survey, a large majority of households in Tamil 

Nadu go to the public sector for health care when they are sick). The scope and quality of these 

services are growing steadily over time. A Right to Health Bill would be an invaluable affirmation 

of the State’s commitment to quality health care for all. It would empower patients and their 

families to demand quality services, helping to improve the system further. Last but not least, it 

would act as a model and inspiration for all Indian States. 

 

 
Modi and Biden must ensure no further erosion of the rules-based international order 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President Joe Biden have held a virtual summit meeting 

before kicking off the India and the U.S. ‘2+2’ meetings, discussions covering foreign and defence 

policies, respectively, in the bilateral space. On the one hand these high-level discussions 

represent continuity in the upward trajectory of India-U.S. cooperation across a deep spectrum 

of bilateral cooperative engagement; yet on the other they underscore the importance of the 

world’s largest and oldest democracies re-engaging in consultations at a time when the war in 

Ukraine has cast a cloud of uncertainty across the world stage. Although there are marked 

differences between their strategic positions since Russia’s invasion, the summit meeting served 

as an opportunity to emphasise areas where they shared a similar view, most notably in their 

condemnation of violence against civilians in Ukrainian cities. However, there was a large policy 

agenda to catch up on following the intervening vicissitudes of the COVID-19 pandemic — 

including global challenges relating to public health, space and technology cooperation, 

territorial, maritime, and cyber security, and the climate crisis. Beyond these specific sectors, 

where India-U.S. cooperation has a potential to improve the lives of millions, one of the highest 

priorities was to ensure that there is no further erosion of the rules-based international order as 

it applies to the Indo-Pacific. 

 Yet, whether in relation to the Indo-Pacific or bilateral defence and energy cooperation, Mr. Modi 

and Mr. Biden must have found it hard, if not impossible, to avoid the subject of Russia. Moscow 

remains New Delhi’s largest supplier for defence imports, and the unilateral sanctions imposed 

by the U.S. for trade with Russian entities could impact India’s procurement plans unless there is 

an unambiguous waiver granted for the same. Nowhere does this apply more prominently than 

in the case of India’s $5.5 billion purchase of the S-400 anti-missile system from Russia, a move 

that falls under the U.S. Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). Also, 

the Modi government appeared prickly regarding its oil imports from Russia too, with External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar implying at a post-meeting press event that Washington’s attention 

                         IN  THE SHADOW OF WAR 
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in this regard ought to focus on European imports of Russian energy first, which dwarfed India’s. 

As human rights violations and apparent war crimes mount in the Ukraine war, India, which seeks 

recognition as a principled voice and responsible power on the global stage, may have to tread a 

fine line regarding its strategic backing of Russia. However, the U.S. position on India is no less 

delicate, as it relies on close ties and a strong record of bilateral cooperation with New Delhi to 

balance China’s aspiration to be and act as a regional hegemon. 

 

 

 

1. Which of the following statement (s) is/are correct about El Nino? 

A. The term El Niño translates from Spanish as 'the boy-child' 

B. Peruvian fishermen originally used the term to describe the appearance, around Christmas, of 

a warm ocean current off the South American coast. 

C. It is now the commonly accepted term to describe the warming of the central and eastern 

tropical Pacific Ocean. 

D. All of the above 

 

Ans: D 

 

2.  Which of the following statement (s) is/are correct about La Nina? 

A. It derives its name from Spanish word which means 'girl-child'. 

B. It is the opposite ENSO phase to El Niño. 

C. Only A 

D. Both A & B 

 

Ans: D 

 

3. Which of the following is not affected by the Phenomena of El Nino? 

A. Paddy            B. Maize         C. Castor          D. Tea Plantation 

 

Ans: D 

 

4. Consider the following 

I. El Nino during winter causes warm conditions over the Indian subcontinent and during 

summer, it leads to dry conditions and deficient monsoon. 

II. It causes better than normal monsoon in India. 

Which of the above statement is/are correct about the impact of El Nino on the Indian Weather? 

                                    IMPORTANT MCQ 
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A. Only I         B. Only II           C. Both I and II            D. Neither I nor II 

 

Ans: A 

 

5. Why the term oscillation is accompanied with El Nino and La Nina? 

A. Because its fluctuations are perfectly periodic 

B. Because its fluctuations are not perfectly periodic 

C. Because they recur in the form of regular cycles in climate parameters 

 

D. Because it is cool phase of ENSO with sea surface temperature in the eastern Pacific below 

average and air pressures high in the eastern and low in western Pacific. 

 

Ans: B 

 

6. Consider the following related to the impact of La Nina 

I. Drought in Ecuador and Peru. Low temperature, High Pressure in Eastern Pacific. 

II. Heavy floods in Australia; High Temperature in Western Pacific, Indian Ocean, off coast 

Somalia and good rains in India. 

 

A. Only I             B. Only II           C. Both I and II            D. Neither I nor II 

 

Ans: C 

 

7. Consider the following statement (s) related to the similarity of El Nino and La Nina. 

I. They are part of a larger cycle called ENSO, or El Niño–Southern Oscillation. 

II. They are known to alter climate across more than half the planet and dramatically impact 

weather patterns. 

 

A. Only I               B. Only II            C. Both I and II                 D. Neither I nor II 

 

Ans: C 

 

8.The item with the maximum weightage in the Wholesale Price Index is _______. 

A.Food items               B. Manufactured products             C.Fuel and power       D. None of the above 

 

Answer: b 
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9.The Consumer Price Index helps to measure the degree to which ___________. 

A. Consumer prices have risen relative to the wage level in the economy 

B. Distribution of income between two different sets of income recipients at the same point in 

time 

C. Distribution of income between two different sets of income recipients during different 

periods 

D. None of the above 

Answer: c 

 

10.The share of food items within India’s total consumption expenditure has reduced within the 

last two decades because of _________. 

A. Increase in people’s income levels 

B. The availability of foodgrains has declined in the country 

C. Increase in the share of non-food items 

D. None of the above 

Answer: a 


