
 

 

 
Russia and India are looking at ways to “bypass” the sanctions imposed by the United 

States, European Union and partners, visiting Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 

said on Friday after talks with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 
❖ Mr. Lavrov, who flew into Delhi from Beijing a week after Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi visited, met Prime Minister Narendra Modi before his departure. 

❖ “Prime Minister reiterated his call for an early cessation of violence, and conveyed India’s 

readiness to contribute in any way to the peace efforts,” Mr. Modi’s office said. 

❖ The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Lavrov specifically 

discussed India’s concerns over the impact of the Ukraine crisis on its economy, noting 

that it was “important” to ensure that their economic and technological contacts remain 

“stable and predictable”. 

❖ Mr. Lavrov arrived on Thursday after visits by senior officials of the U.S., EU and the U.K. 

this week, who cautioned India against trying to circumvent the financial sanctions put 

in place by them, by using a non-dollar “rupee-rouble” payment mechanism. They also 

expressed the hope that India would not further increase its oil intake from Russia. 

 

 
❖ Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana on Friday said that with the passage of time, like every 

other institution of repute, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had also come under 

deep public scrutiny. Its actions and inactions had raised questions regarding its 

credibility, in some cases.  

❖ Delivering the 19th D.P. Kohli Memorial Lecture, organised by the CBI, he said there was 

an immediate need for the creation of an independent umbrella institution, so as to bring 

various central agencies like the CBI, Enforcement Directorate and the Serious Fraud 

Investigation Office under one roof. 

❖ “We have a vested interest in strengthening democracy, because we essentially believe in 

democratic way of living. We Indians love our freedom. When any attempt has been made 

to snatch our freedom, our alert citizenry did not hesitate to seize the power back from 

autocrats. So, it is essential that, all the institutions including the police and the 

investigative bodies uphold and strengthen the democratic values,” he said.  

❖ Chief Justice Ramana said the police and the probe agencies should not allow any 

authoritarian tendencies to creep in. “They need to function within democratic 
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framework as prescribed under the Constitution. Any deviation will hurt the institutions 

and will weaken our democracy. The police and the investigative agencies may have de-

facto legitimacy, but yet, as institutions, they still have to gain social  legitimacy,” he said.  

❖ Recommending an independent umbrella institution, the CJI said: “This body is required 

to be created under a statute, clearly defining its powers, functions and jurisdictions... 

This organisation will end multiplicity of proceedings.”   

 
❖ Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 

❖ It functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. 

of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, Pension & Public 

Grievances, Government of India which falls under 

the prime minister’s office. 

❖ However for investigations of offences under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, its superintendence 

vests with the Central Vigilance Commission. 

❖ It is also the nodal police agency in India which 

coordinates investigation on behalf of Interpol 

Member countries. 

❖ Its conviction rate is as high as 65 to 70% and it is 

comparable to the best investigation agencies in the world. 

 

VISION OF CBI  

The motto of CBI is “Industry, Impartiality and Integrity”. The vision of CBI is to focus on 

the following: 

1. Combating corruption in public life, curb economic and violent crimes through 

meticulous investigation and prosecution. 

2. Evolve effective systems and procedures for successful investigation and prosecution 

of cases in various law courts. 

3. Help fight cyber and high technology crime. 

4. Create a healthy work environment that encourages team-building, free 

communication and mutual trust. 

5. Support state police organizations and law enforcement agencies in national and 

international cooperation particularly relating to enquiries and investigation of cases. 

6. Play a lead role in the war against national and transnational organized crime. 
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7. Uphold Human Rights, protect the environment, arts, antiques and heritage of our 

civilization. 

8. Develop a scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. 

9. Strive for excellence and professionalism in all spheres of functioning so that the 

organization rises to high levels of endeavor and achievement. 

 

CASES HANDLED BY THE CBI 

❖ Anti-Corruption Crimes – for investigation of cases under the Prevention of Corruption 

Act against Public officials and the employees of Central Government, Public Sector 

Undertakings, Corporations or Bodies owned or controlled by the Government of India. 

❖ Economic Crimes – for investigation of major financial scams and serious economic 

frauds, including crimes relating to Fake Indian Currency Notes, Bank Frauds and Cyber 

Crime, bank frauds, Import Export & Foreign Exchange violations, large-scale smuggling 

of narcotics, antiques, cultural property and smuggling of other contraband items etc. 

❖ Special Crimes – for investigation of serious and organized crime under the Indian Penal 

Code and other laws on the requests of State Governments or on the orders of the 

Supreme Court and High Courts – such as cases of terrorism, bomb blasts, kidnapping for 

ransom and crimes committed by the mafia/the underworld. 

❖ Suo Moto Cases – CBI can suo-moto take up investigation of offences only in the Union 

Territories. 

❖ The Central Government can authorize CBI to investigate a crime in a State but only with 

the consent of the concerned State Government. 

❖ The Supreme Court and High Courts, however, can order CBI to investigate a crime 

anywhere in the country without the consent of the State. 

 

DIRECTOR OF CBI 

❖ Director, CBI as Inspector General of Police, Delhi Special Police Establishment, is 

responsible for the administration of the organisation. 

❖ Till 2014, the CBI Director was appointed on the basis of the DSPE Act, 1946. 

❖ In 2003, DSPE Act was revised on Supreme Court’s recommendation in the Vineet Narain 

case. A committee that had members from Central Vigilance Commission, Secretaries 

from Home Ministry, Ministry of Personnel and Public Grievances would send 

recommendations to Central Government for the appointment of CBI Director. 

❖ In 2014, the Lokpal Act provided a committee for appointment of CBI Director: 
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❖ Headed by Prime Minister 

❖ Other members – Leader of Opposition/ Leader of the single largest opposition party, 

Chief Justice of India/ a Supreme Court Judge. 

❖ Home Ministry sends a list of eligible candidates to DoPT. Then, the DoPT prepares the 

final list on basis of seniority, integrity, and experience in the investigation of anti-

corruption cases, and sends it to the committee. 

❖ Director of CBI has been provided security of two year tenure, by the CVC Act, 2003. 

 

JURISDICTION OF CBI 

❖ The legal powers of investigation of CBI are derived from the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act (DSPE) 1946. This Act confers concurrent and coextensive powers, 

duties, privileges and liabilities on the members of (CBI) with Police Officers of the Union 

Territories. 

❖ The Central Government may extend to any area, besides Union Territories, the powers 

and jurisdiction of members of the CBI for investigation subject to the consent of the 

government of the concerned state. The CBI can investigate only such of the offences as 

are notified by the Central Government under the DSPE Act. 

 

CBI VS. STATE POLICE 

❖ Primarily, state police is responsible to maintain law and order in the state. CBI may 

investigate: 

❖ Cases which are essentially against central government employees or concerning affairs 

of the Central government. 

❖ Cases in which the financial interests of the central government are involved. 

❖ Cases relating to the breaches of central laws with the enforcement of which the 

government of India is mainly concerned. 

❖ Big cases of fraud, cheating, embezzlement and similar other cases when committed by 

organized gangs or professional criminals having ramifications in several States. 

❖ Cases having interstate and international ramifications and involving several official 

agencies where it is considered necessary that a single investigating agency should be in 

charge of the investigation. 

 

CHALLENGES 
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❖ The Supreme Court of India has criticised the CBI by calling it a “caged parrot speaking 

in its master’s voice”, due to excessive political interference in its functioning. 

❖ It has often been used by the government of the day to cover up wrongdoing, keep 

coalition allies in line and political opponents at bay. 

❖ It has been accused of enormous delays in concluding investigations – For example, the 

inertia in its probe against the high dignitaries in Jain hawala diaries case [of the 1990s]. 

❖ Loss of Credibility: Improving the image of the agency is one of the biggest challenges till 

now as the agency has been criticised for its mismanagement of several cases involving 

prominent politicians and mishandling of several sensitive cases like Bofors scandal; 

Hawala scandal, Sant Singh Chatwal case, Bhopal gas tragedy, 2008 Noida double murder 

case(Aarushi Talwar). 

❖ Lack of Accountability: CBI is exempted from the provisions of the Right to Information 

Act, thus, lacking public accountability. 

❖ Acute shortage of personnel: A major cause of the shortfall is the government’s sheer 

mismanagement of CBI’s workforce, through a system of inefficient, and inexplicably 

biased, recruitment policies – used to bring in favoured officers, possibly to the detriment 

of the organisation. 

❖ Limited Powers: The powers and jurisdiction of members of the CBI for investigation are 

subject to the consent of the State Govt., thus limiting the extent of investigation by CBI. 

❖ Restricted Access: Prior approval of Central Government to conduct inquiry or 

investigation on the employees of the Central Government, of the level of Joint Secretary 

and above is a big obstacle in combating corruption at higher levels of bureaucracy. 

 

SUGGESTIONS 

❖ Delink the CBI from the administrative control of the government – As long as the 

government of the day has the power to transfer and post officials of its choice in the CBI, 

the investigating agency will not enjoy autonomy and will be unable to investigate cases 

freely. 

❖ Providing statutory status through legislation equivalent to that provided to the 

Comptroller & Auditor General and the Election Commission will help maintain the 

independence of the institution. 

❖ Twenty fourth report of Department related parliamentary standing committee on 

personnel, public grievances, law and justice on working of CBI recommended the 

following: 
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❖ Strengthening human resources by increasing strength of CBI; 

❖ Better investments in infrastructural facilities; 

❖ Increased financial resource and administrative empowerment with accountability; 

❖ Give more Powers (related to Union, State and Concurrent list of the 7th schedule of 

Indian constitution), to the CBI; 

❖ Separate enactment under – “Central Bureau of Intelligence and Investigation Act” and 

replace DSPE Act. 

❖ In 1978, the L P Singh committee recommended enactment of a “comprehensive central 

legislation to remove the deficiency of not having a central investigative agency with a 

self-sufficient statutory charter of duties and functions”. 

❖ The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) also suggested that “a new law 

should be enacted to govern the working of the CBI”. 

 

 
❖ Earth Sciences Minister Dr Jitender Singh tabled the draft Bill in Lok Sabha on Friday 

❖ Nearly 40 years after India first signed the Antarctic Treaty, the government has brought 

in a draft Indian Antarctic Bill, 2020. Earth Sciences 

Minister Dr Jitender Singh tabled the draft Bill in 

Lok Sabha on Friday. 

 

WHAT IS THE ANTARCTICA BILL?  

❖ The draft bill is the first domestic legislation with 

regard to Antarctica in India. 

❖ Twenty-seven countries including Argentina, 

Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Canada, Chile, 

Columbia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, 

New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, 

Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela already have 

domestic legislations on Antarctica. Many others, such as India, are now following suit. 

❖ While India has been sending expeditions to Antarctica for the past 40 years, these 

expeditions have been circumscribed by international law. The Bill now puts into place a 

comprehensive list of regulations related to Antarctica, for such scientific expeditions, as 

well as for individuals, companies and tourists. 

         THE  INDIAN ANTARCTIC BILL INTRODUCED  
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❖ The Ministry has explained that it expects activity in Antarctica to increase in the coming 

years, making the enforcement of a domestic set of protocols essential. 

❖ A domestic legislation will further provide more validity to the Antarctic Treaty, and 

subsequent protocols, of which India is a signatory. 

❖ The most significant part of the Bill is extending the jurisdiction of Indian courts to 

Antarctica, for crimes on the continent by Indian citizens, or foreign citizens who are a 

part of Indian expeditions. So far there was no recourse for crimes committed during an 

expedition, including crimes against the environment. 

 

WHAT IS THE ANTARCTICA TREATY? 

❖ The Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1959 by 12 countries — Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Chile, French Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Union of South Africa, USSR, the 

UK of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the US of America, and came into force in 

1961. 

❖ The Treaty covers the area south of 60°S latitude. 

❖ The objectives of the treaty are to demilitarize Antarctica and establish it as a zone used 

for peaceful research activities and to set aside any disputes regarding territorial 

sovereignty, thereby ensuring international cooperation. 

❖ Currently, 54 nations are signatories to the Antarctic Treaty, but only 29 nations have a 

right to vote at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings – this includes India. 

❖ India signed the Antarctic Treaty in 1983 and received consultative status the same year. 

❖ The Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was 

set up in 1980 for the protection and preservation of the Antarctic environment and, in 

particular, for the preservation and conservation of marine living resources in Antarctica. 

❖ The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1991 and 

came into force in 1998. It designates Antarctica as a “natural reserve, devoted to peace 

and science”. 

 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE BILL? 

❖ While the most significant provision of the Bill remains the extending of jurisdiction of 

Indian courts to Antarctica, and the investigation and trial for crimes committed on the 

Arctic continent, the Bill is a comprehensive document of regulations, particularly 

keeping in mind environmental protection and the fragile nature of the region. 
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❖ The Bill introduces an elaborate permit system for any expedition or individual who 

wishes to visit the continent. These permits will be issued by a Committee that will be set 

up by the government. The Committee will comprise of the Secretary Earth Sciences 

ministry and will also have officials from Defence, Ministry of External Affairs, Finance, 

Fisheries, Legal Affairs, Science and Technology, Shipping, Tourism, Environment, 

Communication and Space ministries along with a member from the National Centre for 

Polar and Ocean Research and National Security Council Secretariat and experts on 

Antarctica. 

❖ The permits can be cancelled by the Committee if deficiencies are found or activities in 

contravention of the law are detected. 

❖ While India does not carry out commercial fishing in the area, since every country has an 

allotted quota, the Bill now provides for this activity. However, strict guidelines are in 

place in accordance with international law. 

❖ Like fishing, while India does not carry out any tourism activity in the region, and very 

few Indian tourists visit Antarctica, when they do, they do so through foreign tour 

operators. Antarctica receives a number of tourists from foreign countries. The Bill now 

enables Indian tour operators to operate in Antarctica, although, like for commercial 

fishing, this is circumscribed by strict regulations. 

❖ The Bill further enlists elaborate standards for environmental protection as well as waste 

management. 

 

WHAT ARE THE PROHIBITIONS? 

❖ The Bill prohibits drilling, dredging, excavation or collection of mineral resources or even 

doing anything to identify where such mineral deposits occur — the only exception is for 

scientific research with a granted permit. 

❖ Damaging of native plants, flying or landing helicopters or operating vessels that could 

disturb birds and seals, using firearms that could disturb the birds and animals, remove 

soil or any biological material native to Antarctica, engage in any activity that could 

adversely change the habitat of birds and animals, kill, injure or capture any bird or 

animal have been strictly prohibited. 

❖ The introduction of animals, birds, plants or microscopic organisms that are not native 

to Antarctica are also prohibited. Extraction of species for scientific research needs to be 

done through a permit. The central government can also appoint an officer to carry out 

inspections. 
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WHAT IS THE PENALTY SYSTEM THAT HAS BEEN INTRODUCED? 

❖ The draft Bill proposes the setting up of a separate designated court to try crimes 

committed in Antarctica. 

❖ The Bill further sets high penal provisions — the lowest penalty comprising an 

imprisonment between one-two years and a penalty of Rs 10-50 lakh. Extraction of any 

species native to Antarctica, or introduction of an exotic species to the continent can draw 

imprisonment of seven years and a fine of Rs 50 lakh. 

❖ For dumping of nuclear waste or a nuclear explosion, the imprisonment can range 

between 20 years to life imprisonment with a fine of Rs 50 crore. 

 
❖ As a record number of 4.92 lakh Olive Ridley turtles have crawled to the Rushikulya coast 

in Odisha, scientists have tagged more than 

6,000 turtles to gather more information 

about their breeding behaviour and migration. 

❖ “On the Day 6 of arribada on the Rushikulya 

coast, we have recorded 4.92 lakh nests and 

are still counting. This is the highest nesting 

which has broken all records for the coast,” 

said Divisional Forest Officer, Berhampur, 

Amlan Nayak. 

❖ During the nesting period, scientists of the 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) have tagged 

more than one per cent of turtles that have arrived on the beach. 

 

MINISTRY’S STATEMENT  

❖ On March 30, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MOEFCC) took 

note of both spectacular nesting at the Rushikulya rookery and the tagging of turtles. 

“The ZSI team is monitoring the nesting population, counting the arribada throughout 

the night since 26th March 2022… Around 1,200 turtles tagged every night, in the last 

three nights, more than 4,000 female turtles have been tagged by #ZSI,” the MOEFCC 

had said in a series of tweets. 

         RECORD NESTING OF OLIVE RIDLEY TURTLES 
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❖ Arribada is a Spanish word meaning “arrival by sea” and refers to the mass nesting 

behaviour exhibited by Kemp’s Ridley and Olive Ridley sea turtles. 

 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLERS 

❖ “Before the tagging of the turtles, the information we had was that it was a migratory 

species. Now the tagging has revealed that the Olive Ridley turtles can travel up to Sri 

Lanka. Also, we came to know that the migratory turtle is present in the entire Bay of 

Bengal and even on the coast of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu,” Dr. Basudev Tripathi, 

scientist at ZSI, said. 

 

  

Young kangaroos were abandoned by smugglers amid crackdown by officials 

❖ Forest officials of the Baikunthpur Forest Division 

in West Bengal initially did not believe their ears 

when local people told them that they had seen 

kangaroos hopping about in the forests in their 

jurisdiction.  

❖ However, late on Friday evening, they found not 

one but three joeys in the forested patches 

bordering Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts of the 

State. 

❖ On Saturday morning, the carcass of a kangaroo 

was found in Farabari area, taking the number of 

these Australian marsupials recorded in north Bengal to four. “This is very unusual for 

us — to rescue kangaroos, which are not native to the continent [of Asia]. Earlier, we have 

rescued animals that were being smuggled through the corridor that starts from the 

Northeast [of India] to north Bengal, and we heightened security,” Debal Roy, Principal 

Chief Conservator of Forest and Chief Wildlife Warden-North Bengal, said. 

❖ While no one has been arrested and the forest officials are not sure where these animals 

were being taken to, he said kangaroos were certainly being transported in small 

containers, and the moment the smugglers got a whiff of security checks, they abandoned 

the animals and slipped away. 

JOEYS IN FOREST REVEAL SMUGGLING IN BENGAL 
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❖ Hari Krishnan, Divisional Forest Officer, Baikunthpur, said the kangaroos had been 

handed over to the Bengal Safari Zoo in Siliguri. He later confirmed that the rescued 

animals were sub-adults (not fully grown). 

❖ About a fortnight ago, forest officials seized one kangaroo in the Buxa forest division in 

north Bengal and arrested one person. The person in custody produced a “supply order” 

from the Indore Zoo. According to the rules of the Central Zoo Authority, zoos cannot 

purchase animals through a “supply order”. 

❖ Animals can be procured for zoos through the exchange of other animals, or from the 

personal collection of people, or through donations. 

 

 

 
❖ The Army which has long been looking for new 

man portable air defence systems (MANPADS), 

has inducted a small number of Igla-S systems 

recently procured from Russia under emergency 

procurement, according to defence sources. 

However, a much larger contract for Igla-S 

systems under the very short-range air-defence 

system (VSHORAD) deal is still pending and is 

under review by the Defence Ministry. 

❖ “The contract was signed in December 2020 and 

the equipment was delivered by December 2021. 

This includes 24 launchers, 216 missiles and 

testing equipment,” one of the sources said.  

❖ The procurement was done through the Vice-Chief’s emergency financial powers given 

given to the Services for the first time after the Balakot air strike in February 2019 and 

further extended after the stand-off with China in eastern Ladakh in May 2020. Under 

this, the Services can procure weapons systems up to ₹300 crore on an urgent basis 

without any further clearances. 

❖ Against the backdrop of the Russian special military operation in Ukraine and the 

Western sanctions, India and Russia are working out modalities to utilise the rupee-

rouble route in a large way for trade and payments. The Ministry is also assessing the 

ARMY INDUCTS RUSSIAN MANPADSIGLA-S 
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impact it would have on the timely execution of deals as well as steady supplies of spares 

and support. 

❖ Last defence 

❖ The Request for Proposal for VSHORAD was issued in October 2010 for over 5,000 

missiles, 258 single launchers and 258 multi-launchers. Five contenders responded and 

eventually three made it to the trials — MBDA of France, Rosoboronexport of Russia and 

SAAB of Sweden. All three companies were declared technically compliant in 2017 and 

Igla-S was declared the lowest bidder in November 2018. 

❖ While the benchmark price arrived at by the Army was just over $2 billion, 

Rosoboronexport’s bid was much lower at around $1.47 bn, SAAB at about $2.6 bn, and 

MBDA at about $3.68 bn. This led to much deliberation within the Ministry as the Russian 

bid was much lower than the benchmark price. The deal also saw several allegations of 

deviations in procedures with some of the vendors sending protest letters. 

❖ As per requirements, the VSHORAD should have a maximum range of 6 km, altitude of 3 

km along with all-weather capability and will replace the existing Igla in service which is 

in urgent need of replacement. VSHORADS are the soldier’s last line of defence against 

enemy combat aircraft and helicopters in the multilayered air defence network. 

 

 
Modi, Deuba hold bilateral talks in New Delhi, flag off the first cross-border railway link 

between India and Nepal 

❖ India and Nepal on Saturday discussed the Kalapani border dispute, said Prime Minister 

Sher Bahadur Deuba in New Delhi on Saturday. The visiting Nepalese Prime Minister and 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi jointly inaugurated the first cross-border rail link between 

India and Nepal. Nepal also became the 105th member country to sign on to the 

Framework Agreement of International Solar Alliance (ISA). 

❖ “We discussed the boundary issue and I urged Modiji to resolve it through the 

establishment of a bilateral mechanism,” said Mr. Deuba. The visit of the Nepalese leader 

is the first since the Kalapani boundary issue erupted in November 2019 after the revised 

political map of India depicted the triangular area of Kalapani-Lipulek-Limpiyadhura 

within the territory of Uttarakhand. 

❖ Kathmandu responded by placing a revised political map of the country in the national 

insignia of Nepal. 

NE   NEPAL PM SEEKS STEPS TO RESOLVE BORDER DISPUTE 
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JOINT DECISION 

❖ Both sides were expected to address the issue under an existing mechanism led by the 

Foreign Secretaries but that meeting is yet to be announced. Nepal had earlier written to 

New Delhi seeking the meeting of the Foreign Secretary-level mechanism to discuss the 

border dispute at Kalapani. 

❖ India also urged Nepal to avoid “politicisation“ of the boundary dispute. Foreign Secretary 

Harsh Vardhan Shringla, briefing the media after the talks, said, “There was a general 

understanding that both sides needed to address this in a responsible manner through 

discussion and dialogue. In the spirit of our close and friendly relations, politicisation of 

such issues should be avoided.” 

❖ India’s position on avoiding politicisation of the Kalapani issue appears to be aimed at 

the upcoming election season in the Himalayan country when emotive issues like the 

border dispute are expected to be raised during political campaigns by both the 

Opposition led by former PM K.P. Sharma Oli and some sections of the ruling coalition of 

Nepali Congress and CPN-Maoist Centre. 

❖ The two leaders inaugurated the broad gauge Jaynagar-Kurtha rail link that will establish 

rail connectivity to Janakpur in Nepal. India also launched the RuPay card facility in Nepal 

during the formal ceremony held at the Hyderabad House. 

 

POWER PROJECTS 

❖ The two sides came out with a Joint Vision Statement on Power Sector cooperation 

between India and Nepal recognising “unprecedented opportunities”. Prime Minister 

Modi and PM Deuba jointly inaugurated the 90-km-long 132 KVDC Solu Corridor 

Transmission line and substation that were built through the Line of Credit extended by 

India. 

❖ Both the leaders welcomed the February 28 Nepal-India agreement to enable long term 

supply of fertilizers from India to Nepal, a key demand of Kathmandu to deal with the 

fertilizer crisis in the country. For the past few years, Nepal’s agriculture sector has been 

suffering from a shortage of urea and chemical fertilizers. Under the G-2-G agreement, 

Kathmandu can import around 210,000 metric tonnes of chemical fertilizer from India 

annually. 

 

          SRI LANKA UNDER A STATE OF EMERGENCY 
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What has brought on the economic crisis in the island nation? How are India and other 

countries helping? 

❖ On Friday night, a day after angry citizens converged in front of President Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa’s Colombo residence, demanding he step down immediately, he declared a 

state of Emergency in Sri Lanka. An extraordinary gazette notification said the 

Emergency, coming into immediate effect, was “in the interests of public security, the 

protection of public order and the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the 

life of the community.” On Saturday, the government imposed an all-island curfew, 

restricting movement until Monday morning. Sri Lanka is in the midst of a sharp 

economic downturn that has led to severe food shortages and growing public resentment. 

 

WHAT TRIGGERED THE CRISIS? 

❖ Sri Lanka’s economic crisis can be traced to two key developments in the immediate past 

— the Easter Sunday bombings of 2019 that deterred tourists, and the pandemic since 

early 2020 that stalled recovery and further drained the economy. As it grappled with an 

unprecedented challenge, the Rajapaksa regime made policy choices that are now proving 

to be costly. It cut the government’s tax revenue substantially and rushed into an ‘organic 

only’ agricultural policy that will likely slash this year’s harvest by half. The weak and 

debt-ridden economy with the lingering strain of the pandemic, and ill-advised policies 

accelerated the downward spiral. 

 

WHAT WERE THE ECONOMIC INDICATORS? 

❖ COVID-19 hit Sri Lanka’s key foreign revenue earning sectors hard. Earnings from 

tourism, exports, and worker remittances fell sharply in the last two years. But the 

country could not stop importing essentials, and its dollar account began dwindling. Fast 

draining foreign reserves, a glaring trade deficit, and a related Balance of Payments 

problem came as crucial signals. Colombo’s huge foreign loan obligations and the drop in 

domestic production compounded the economic strain. 

 

WHEN DID THINGS BEGIN TO WORSEN? 

❖ The long-simmering crisis made its first big announcement during last August’s food 

emergency, when supplies were badly affected. It was soon followed by fears of a 

sovereign default in late 2021, which Sri Lanka averted. But without enough dollars to 
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pay for the country’s high import bill, the island continued facing severe shortage of 

essentials — from fuel, cooking gas, and staple foodgrains to medicines. 

 

HOW DID THE CRISIS MANIFEST ITSELF ON THE GROUND? 

❖ Consumers could not find the most basic things such as petrol, LPG cylinders, kerosene, 

or milk in the market. They spent hours waiting in long queues outside fuel stations or 

shops. Supermarket shelves were either empty or had products with high price tags that 

most could not afford. For instance, the price of one kg of milk powder, a staple item in 

dairy-deficient Sri Lanka, suddenly shot up to nearly LKR 2000 in March. 

❖ Be it cooking gas, oils, rice, pulses, vegetables, fish, meat, consumers found themselves 

paying substantially more, or simply had to forego the item. The fuel shortage has led to 

long blackouts — up to 13 hours — across the island. 

 

WHAT IS THE SITUATION NOW? 

❖ The value of the Sri Lankan rupee has dropped to 300 against a U.S. dollar (and even 

more than 400 in the black market), putting importers in a difficult spot. 

❖ The government is unable to pay for its import shipments, forcing consignments to leave 

the Colombo port. For the average citizen contending with COVID-induced salary cuts 

and job losses, the soaring living costs have brought more agony. 

HAS THE GOVERNMENT SOUGHT HELP? 

❖ Yes, including from India which has extended $2.4 billion this year, and China, that is 

considering a fresh request from Colombo for $2.5 billion assistance, in addition to the 

$2.8 billion it has extended since the pandemic broke out. The government has decided 

to negotiate an International Monetary Fund programme, while seeking support from 

other multilateral and bilateral sources. But even with all this help, Sri Lanka can barely 

manage. Recovery will neither be fast nor easy, say experts. 

 

HOW HAS IT AFFECTED THE PEOPLE? 

❖ Sri Lankans are seething with anger, going by public demonstrations and protests. They 

want the President to step down immediately and the ruling clan to leave the country’s 

helm. They have been agitating in different parts of the country, including near the 

President’s home. Former military man Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who came to power on a 

huge mandate in 2019, is Sri Lanka’s most unpopular leader today. In a televised address 
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on March 16, he promised “tough decisions to find solutions to the inconveniences that 

people are experiencing.” Following the protests near his home, Mr. Rajapaksa said 

“extremists” were plotting an ‘Arab Spring’ and on Friday night, he declared a state of 

Emergency. 

 
 

❖ Amid the financial crisis of 1997, leading Southeast Asian and South Asian nations came 

together to form the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC). The underlying factor behind the grouping was that if connected 

together, the economic powerhouses of South Asia and Southeast Asia could deal with the 

challenges of pursuing free market economies in the limits imposed by local political and 

economic factors. In its 25th year, and at its fifth summit held in hybrid format in 

Colombo, the organization adopted a charter which aims at providing greater 

coordination among the seven members — Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 

and Myanmar and Thailand. 

 
WHY IS THERE A NEED TO REVITALISE THE MULTILATERAL 

GROUPING? 

❖ The new charter comes at a time when the need for an alternative regional-global 

organisation is increasingly being felt because of the moribund nature of SAARC which 

has not met since November 2014. For long, BIMSTEC existed as a platform for policy 

dialogue but the global churning over sanctions on Russia after the war in Ukraine 

appears to have contributed towards finetuning the focus of the grouping. It wants to be 

an organisation which can find autonomous space away from bigger trade and defence 

groupings and work for the development of the region around the Bay of Bengal. 

 

WHAT DOES BIMSTEC'S CONNECTIVITY VISION AIM TO ACHIEVE? 

❖ The BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity seeks to connect several major 

transport projects in India, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Thailand and establish a shipping 

network across the Bay of Bengal that will benefit the littoral states as well as the Bay of 

Bengal dependent states like Nepal and Bhutan. The BBIN connectivity project of 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal is expected to be merged with the port and 

       HOW HAS BIMSTEC FINETUNED ITS AGENDA? 
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infrastructure projects like the Sittwe port of Myanmar and Payra port of Bangladesh and 

Colombo of Sri Lanka. 

 

IS THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT PLAN FEASIBLE? 

❖ A framework agreement for a Free Trade Agreement among the members of BIMSTEC 

was signed in 2004, and has been revived again. The idea is to create stronger trade 

relations among players in the Bay of Bengal region but negotiations on finalizing legal 

instruments for coastal shipping, tying up road transport and other issues will take time 

to be sorted out. 

 

WHAT IS THE SECURITY PILLAR AIMING TO ACHIEVE? 

❖ The Bay of Bengal has enormous significance from the security point of view. It borders 

the Strait of Malacca which is the main energy lane for the eastern and Southeast Asian 

nations. That apart, Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh have often suffered 

from terrorism. The security relevance of BIMSTEC, therefore, has been growing 

especially after the Easter Sunday bombings in Sri Lanka in 2019. India will steer the 

security pillar of BIMSTEC and is expected to coordinate regionwide security cooperation 

on jointly agreed issues. 

 

WILL IT MEDIATE IN BILATERAL ISSUES? 

❖ BIMSTEC members like Myanmar and Bangladesh have challenges like the Rohingya 

crisis that both sides have been dealing with since 2017. The tense relations between the 

two countries had hampered smooth working of the BIMSTEC for some time. But as of 

now the grouping, by including Myanmar in the summit in Colombo, has indicated that 

it will not interfere in domestic political problems and nor will it allow any member to 

be sidelined within the organisation. SAARC has been weighed down by bilateral 

problems between India and Pakistan and a lesson probably has been learnt to keep 

bilateral troubles away from a regional grouping for better coordination among the 

members. 

 UN           UNEP REPORT ON NOISE POLLUTION 
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❖ A February report commissioned by the 

United Nations Environment Programme on 

the environmental challenges posed by 

noise, wildfires and the disruption of 

biological rhythms of plants, animals and 

ecological cycles became controversial on 

account of the mention of a single city, 

Moradabad. 

 

WHAT WAS THE CONTROVERSY?  

❖ The first chapter of the report, called Frontiers 2022: Noise, Blazes and Mismatches, deals 

with noise. It compiles studies about noise levels in several cities around the world and 

illustrates a subset of 61 cities and the range of dB (decibel) levels that have been 

measured. Delhi, Jaipur, Kolkata, Asansol and Moradabad are the five Indian cities 

mentioned in this list and Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh was shown as having a dB range 

from 29 to 114. At a maximum value of 114, it was the second-most-noisiest city in the 

list. The first was Dhaka, Bangladesh at a maximum value of 119 dB. 

❖ While road traffic, industry and high population density are well-known factors 

associated with high dB levels, the inclusion of Moradabad appeared strange because 

similar studies in the past had never suggested it to be an unusually noisy city. There was 

no mention of the city in any of the scientific reports listed out in the bibliography of 

sources. A perusal of the list of research articles, linking each city to the scientific study 

undertaken to measure noise levels, pointed to a study, “Environmental noise challenges 

and policies in low-and middle-income countries. South Florida Journal of Health.” This 

was authored by Dietrich Schwela, a researcher at the University of York, but surprisingly 

had no reference to Moradabad. 

❖ There were references to noise levels in Aurangabad (40-102), Chandigarh (51-75) and 

Kolkata (70-83). Schwela’s study itself is a compilation of studies by several authors from 

around the world and the studies on Aurangabad, Chandigarh and Kolkata were done by 

independent authors. Another place that finds itself in the Frontiers report is Asansol, 

India, again referenced to Schwela’s study and like Moradabad has no mention in the 

study. 

 

IS MORADABAD THE SECOND-NOISIEST CITY? 
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❖ The author of that chapter, Francesco Aletta, is based at the University College, London, 

in response to queries from The Hindu said that the confusion stemmed from errors in 

the bibliography. The actual study linked to Moradabad was: “Assessment of noise level 

status in different areas of Moradabad city” by Avnish Chauhan, of the Graphic Era Hill 

University, Dehradun. Incidentally this study was published in 2010 and, as is routine in 

many studies measuring noise levels, involved measurements in different parts of the 

city: residential areas, industrial areas and commercial places during the day and night. 

The 114 measurement was an average of measurements reported from a factory in an 

industrial zone. Aletta added that inferring Moradabad to be the ‘second-noisiest city’ was 

incorrect because the list of cities whose values were illustrated were only indicative. 

❖ The noise indicators that the different studies/reports included weren’t “necessarily 

consistent/harmonised and it was generated simply as an example of the spread of noise 

values that different people have observed in different cities over time in different 

places.” 

 

WHY ARE MEASUREMENTS OF NOISE IMPORTANT? 

❖ The latest 2018 World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines established a health-

protective recommendation for road traffic noise levels of 53 dB. The Frontiers report 

compiled a host of evidence, including the adverse effects of noise on public health, which 

range from mild and temporary distress to severe and chronic physical impairment. 

Night-time noise disturbs sleep and affects well-being the following day. 

❖ Estimates suggest that in Europe 22 million and 6.5 million people suffer from chronic 

noise annoyance and sleep disturbance, respectively. The elderly, pregnant women and 

shift workers are among those at risk of noise-induced sleep disturbance. Noise-induced 

awakenings can trigger a range of physiological and psychological stress responses 

because sleep is necessary for hormonal regulation and cardiovascular functioning. 

Traffic noise exposure is a risk factor for the development of cardiovascular and 

metabolic disorders such as elevated blood pressure, arterial hypertension, coronary 

heart disease and diabetes. Long-term exposure to environmental noise contributes to 

48,000 new cases of ischemic heart disease and causes 12,000 premature deaths annually 

in Europe. 

❖ Two 15-year-long studies of long-term residents of Toronto, Canada found that exposure 

to road traffic noise elevated risks of acute myocardial infarction and congestive heart 
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failure, and increased the incidence of Type 2 diabetes by 8%, and hypertension by 2%, 

says the report. 

 

WHAT IS INDIA DOING ABOUT NOISE POLLUTION? 

❖ The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is mandated to track noise levels, set 

standards as well as ensure, via their State units, that sources of excessive noise are 

controlled. 

❖ The agency has a manual monitoring system where sensors are installed in major cities 

and few cities have the facility to track noise levels in real time. The CPCB also measures 

noise levels before and after Diwali in major cities, to publicise the impact of firecrackers. 

 

 
❖ On April 2, India and Australia signed an 

Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 

(ECTA). The landmark bilateral trade pact is the 

second trade agreement India has signed this 

year after inking a similar deal with the United 

Arab Emirates in February. The ECTA is expected 

to increase trade between the two sides to $45-

50 billion over five years, from the current 

estimate of $27 billion, and create over 10 lakh 

additional job opportunities. Under this 

agreement, India will give 85% of Australia’s exports zero-duty access to its domestic 

market. India is expected to get zero-duty access to Australia for its goods over five years. 

The negotiations had begun over a decade ago in 2011, but were restarted in September 

2021. 

 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN FEATURES? 

❖ The ECTA is guided by a Preamble and is divided into multiple sections that will govern 

what is hoped to be the most expansive bilateral trade since the two countries established 

diplomatic ties before India attained independence.  

❖ It has a section on goods exports, and lays out clearly “Rules of Origin” that are aimed at 

creating anti-dumping measures. There are also sections that are aimed at providing 

            THE INDIA-AUSTRALIA TRADE AGREEMENT   
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remedies and mechanisms for resolving trade disputes. The Commerce Ministry 

underlined that this is the first trade deal signed by India that has a compulsory review 

mechanism after 15 years of implementation. 

 

WILL AUSTRALIA GET ACCESS TO INDIA’S AGRICULTURE MARKET? 

❖ Under this agreement, Australia will get the opportunity to export certain varieties of 

agricultural produce like potatoes, lentils, and meat products with some caveats. 

However, bovine meat is not part of the agreement. Australia may also send machineries 

that are required for food processing under this agreement. In a historic first, India may 

open up to a wide-range of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks including Australian beer. 

Australian wines costing over $5 may face lower import duties in the Indian market. A 

Joint Dialogue for Wine may be created with participation from industry players and 

government representatives to ensure cooperation and benefits for both countries. 

❖ The Indian side said Australia will provide ‘preferential access’ to “all the labour-

intensive sectors” of export items from India such as gems and jewellery, textiles, leather, 

footwear, furniture, food, engineering products, medical devices and automobiles. India 

will also allow Australia to export raw materials under preferential terms like coal and 

mineral ores. 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT THE SERVICES SECTOR? 

❖ The Government of India has said that Australia has “offered wide ranging commitments” 

in around 135 sub-sectors and Most Favoured Nation in 120 sub-sectors which cover key 

areas of the Indian services sector like IT, ITES, business services, health, education and 

audio-visual services. Indian chefs and yoga teachers will get specific entry quotas into 

Australia, while Indian students in Australia will be able to secure work visas for periods 

ranging from 18 months to four years on a ‘reciprocal’ basis. As per the rules framed 

under the pact, students completing a diploma Down Under will be considered for an 18-

month work visa; and those completing their undergraduation may get two years and 

those with a Ph.D. may be considered for a four-year visa. 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE PHARMACEUTICALS SECTOR? 

❖ India and Australia have agreed to enable fast track approval for patented, generic and 

biosimilar medicines. Therapeutic Goods Regulators of both sides will have a role to play 



 

22 | P a g e  
 

in monitoring and ensuring smooth trade in pharma products between the two sides. 

Both sides have agreed to audits of imports that require sanitary and phytosanitary 

inspection as per the law of the land. The importing side will ensure that plants and plant 

products, animal products and other goods, and their packaging are inspected through 

recognised methodologies. If either party finds examples of non-compliance, remedial 

measures will be taken by both sides. 

 

WHAT IS THE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISM IN PLACE? 

❖ Under Article 13.5, both parties have agreed to hold consultations — and make “every 

effort” to find a solution — in case of disputes that may emerge in the course of trade in 

goods or services. They have also recognised that in case they have to resort to 

international arbitration, they may opt for an organisation (i.e, World Trade 

Organization) where both are members. They may also use “good offices” and form 

panels with qualified members drawn from government and business to resolve the 

disputes. 

❖ The dispute resolution may range from 45 days to 15 months. 

 

WHAT ARE THE RULES OF ORIGIN INCLUDED IN THE AGREEMENT? 

❖ The rules of origin are based on the principle that they should be “wholly obtained or 

produced in the territory of one or both of the parties”. This section ensures that waste 

material will not be exported by either side unless they contribute to the production of 

any of the items listed in the ECTA. 

 

 
❖ The Centre on Monday introduced the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, in 

the Lok Sabha. The Bill, among other things, seeks to provide legal sanction to the police 

to take physical and biological samples of those who have been convicted, arrested or 

detained — including impressions of fingerprints, palm prints and footprints; photos; iris 

and retina scans; analysis of physical and biological samples; and behavioural attributes, 

including signature and handwriting. 

❖ Dubbing the bill as “illegal” and “unconstitutional” and an infringement of the 

fundamental Right to Privacy, the Opposition sought a vote on the introduction of the 

        CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (IDENTIFICATION) BILL 2022  
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proposed legislation. However, the move was defeated as 120 members voted in favour 

of introducing the bill, while 58 members voted against it. 

❖ Introducing the Bill, Union Minister of State for Home, Ajay Mishra Teni, dismissed 

apprehensions voiced by the Opposition and asserted that the move was required to make 

provisions for the use of modern techniques to capture and record appropriate body 

measurements. 

❖ The government maintains that the Bill is part of its efforts to upgrade crime-solving 

technology and bring it in line with global standards. It asserted that the identification 

process was started by the erstwhile UPA government regime with the digitisation of 

fingerprints for integration in the national database called Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network System (CCTNS). The NDA government aims to integrate iris scans and facial 

recognition systems to the database.  

 

WHAT DOES THE BILL PROPOSE? 

❖ The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, makes it mandatory for certain 

individuals, convicted and accused of offences, to share biological personal data. The text 

of the Bill available on the Lok Sabha website, says it intends “to authorise for taking 

measurements of convicts and other persons for the purposes of identification and 

investigation in criminal matters and to preserve records and for matters connected 

therewith and incidental thereto”. 

 

The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill seeks to:  

❖ Define “measurements” to include finger impressions, palm-print and foot-print 

impressions, photographs, iris and retina scan, physical, biological samples and their 

analysis, etc. 

❖ Empower the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) to collect, store and preserve the 

record of measurements and for sharing, dissemination, destruction and disposal of 

records. 

❖ Empower a Magistrate to direct any person to give measurements; a Magistrate can also 

direct law enforcement officials to collect fingerprints, footprint impressions and 

photographs in the case of a specified category of convicted and non-convicted persons; 

❖ Empower police or prison officers to take measurements of any person who resists or 

refuses to give measurements 
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❖ The bill also authorises police to record signatures, handwriting or other behavioural 

attributes referred to in Section 53 or section 53A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973, for the purposes of analysis. 

 

IN CASE OF REFUSAL TO COMPLY 

❖ Resistance to or refusal to allow the taking of measurements under this Act shall be 

deemed to be an offence under section 186 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

❖ No suit or any other proceeding shall lie against any person for anything done, or 

intended to be done in good faith under this Act or any rule made thereunder 

❖ Central government or state government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act 

❖ Manner of collection, storing, preservation of measurements and sharing, dissemination, 

destruction and disposal of records under sub-section (1) of section 4; 

 

OPPOSITION’S OBJECTION TO THE BILL 

❖ The opposition has alleged that Bill violates fundamental right of citizens and infringes 

upon their Right to Privacy. It has contended that the Parliament cannot bring any law 

that violates the fundamental rights of citizens.  

❖ According to The Indian Express, the proposed law will be debated against Article 20(3) 

of the Constitution — a fundamental right ensuring right against self-incrimination. The 

Supreme Court’s ruling in the Puttaswamy vs Union of India case stated that any state 

action infringing upon the right to privacy needs to be backed by legislation.  

❖ Objecting to introduction of the Bill, Congress leader Manish Tewari argued that the 

proposed law was a violation of both Article 20, Sub-Article 3 and Article 21 of the 

Constitution of India and, therefore, beyond the legislative competence of this House. He 

said Article 20, Sub-Article 3, explicitly states that no person accused of any offence shall 

be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

❖ He also argued that taking biological samples and allaying them could lead to narco 

analysis and brain mapping of the accused or the arrested.  
  IPCC REPORT MAY SPELL DEATH KNELL FOR COAL-BASED UNITS 
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❖ Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan 

Chowdhury said the Bill seeks to empower the 

police and courts to take measurements of persons 

who are undertrial and suspected to be involved in 

a case, on the presumption that he may, in future, 

commit an illegal act. 

Central Electricity Authority said India has about 

211 GW of operational coal-fired power plants, 10% 

of global capacity 

❖ A consortium of scientists as part of the UN’s 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said on Monday that all coal-fired 

power plants, without the technology to capture and store carbon (CCS), need to be 

shuttered by 2050 if the world aspired to limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius. These scientists were part of the Working Group 3, or those with expertise to 

analyse how best the impact of greenhouse gas emissions could be mitigated.  

❖ According to the Central Electricity Authority, India has about 211 GW of operational coal-

fired power plants — roughly 10% of global capacity. As per Global Energy Monitor data, 

another 31 GW was being constructed and about 24 GW in various pre-construction 

phases. None of the existing under construction coal-fired power plants in India have CCS 

facilities. 

 

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL 

❖ Having the right policies, infrastructure and technology in place to enable changes to our 

lifestyles and behaviour can result in a 70% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 

2050. This offers significant untapped potential,” IPCC Working Group III Co-Chair 

Priyadarshi Shukla said in a statement, “The evidence also shows that these lifestyle 

changes can improve our health and well being.” 

❖ The Summary for Policymakers of the IPCC Working Group III report, as the document is 

known, was approved by 195 member-governments of the IPCC, through a virtual 

approval session that started on March 21. It is the third instalment of the IPCC’s Sixth 

Assessment Report (AR6), which will be completed this year. Though the report was 

expected to be ready last week, negotiations between scientists and governments over 

the report extended well into Sunday, as officials from major emerging economies 

insisted that the report acknowledge their developmental needs. 
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METHANE REDUCTION 

❖ In the scenarios by the scientists, limiting warming to around 1.5 degrees Celsius requires 

global greenhouse gas emissions to peak before 2025 at the latest and be reduced by 43% 

by 2030; at the same time, methane would also need to be reduced by about a third. Even 

if this happened, it was almost inevitable that this ceiling would be temporarily breached 

but, with appropriate action, it could again dip down by the end of the century. 

❖ “It’s now or never, if we want to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius,” IPCC 

Working Group III Co-Chair Jim Skea, said in a statement, “Without immediate and deep 

emissions reductions across all sectors, it will be impossible.” 

❖ The global temperature will stabilise when carbon dioxide emissions reach net zero. For 

1.5 degrees Celsius, this meant achieving net zero carbon dioxide emissions globally in 

the early 2050s; for 2°C, it is in the early 2070s. Even limiting warming to around 2 

degrees Celsius would still require global greenhouse gas emissions to peak before 2025 

at the latest and be reduced by a quarter by 2030, their report emphasised. 

❖ “The latest IPCC report is a stark reminder to all developed countries to significantly 

bring forward their transition to a net-zero economy. This would leave additional carbon 

space for countries like India to meet their development priorities on the path to 

achieving their net-zero target. Further, to accelerate the low-carbon transition, 

developed countries should ensure higher flows of finance and technology transfer in 

critical areas such as renewables, electric vehicles, and others,” said Arunabha Ghosh, 

CEO, Council on Energy, Environment and Water. 

 

 
Trade deficit widens to $192 bn, March saw $40.4 bn exports 

❖ India’s merchandise imports in FY22 hit a record $610.2 billion, an increase of 54.7% 

over the previous year and 28.6% higher than pre-COVID level of FY20 as per preliminary 

trade data for March released by the Commerce Ministry on Monday. 

❖ Imports in March 2022 grew 20.8% from a year earlier to $59.07 billion, and rose 87.7% 

from the March 2020 level. 

❖ Exports for the month were worth $40.38 billion, taking the deficit for the month to $18.7 

billion. 

 REPORTS ZOOM 55% TO HIT RECORD $610 BN IN FY22 
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❖ With exports of almost $418 billion in FY22, the trade deficit for the year was $192.4 

billion, 87.5% above the FY21 level and 19.3% over the pre-pandemic level. 

❖ “The trade deficit for non-oil and non-gold/jewellery items stood at $55 billion or 1.7% 

of GDP in FY22, accounting for around one quarter of the total merchandise trade deficit,” 

said ICRA chief economist Aditi Nayar, who expects the current account deficit to have 

narrowed to less than $19 billion in the January-March 2022 quarter. 

 

 
Mediation is certainly feasible and India is well positioned to act as a ‘Vishwa-Guru’ 

between Russia and the West 

❖ Nearly 40 days ago, Russia launched a full-scale military invasion of Ukraine in violation 

of international law and its security assurances under the Budapest Memorandum, 1994. 

And, there are no winners in sight. Despite peace talks held on March 29, in Istanbul 

(Turkey), direct negotiations between the conflicting parties have failed to make much 

progress: a ceasefire is yet to be achieved, and the Russian attacks on the Donbas region 

of eastern Ukraine continue. As a result, there have been 3,455 civilian casualties 

recorded in Ukraine (1,417 killed and 2,038 injured) while more than four million people 

have fled seeking protection, safety and assistance. 

❖ Similarly, in addition to casualties on the Russian side, financial and economic sanctions 

imposed by the European Union and the G7 have impacted the Russian economy. Despite 

artificial measures to prop up the rouble, the economy is tanking, annual inflation has 

jumped to 15.6%, the Russian Central Bank’s forex reserves remain frozen and it cannot 

access financing and loans from multilateral institutions. At the global level, this war is 

disrupting supply chains and is causing the fuel and food prices to surge. This begs the 

question — if this unnecessary war has resulted in a no-win situation, why have 

negotiations failed to end it? 

 

POSITIONS VERSUS INTERESTS 

❖ Past negotiations, by video conferencing or as peace talks (held in Belarus and Turkey) 

have failed to make much progress because the parties have been negotiating over 

‘positions’ rather than ‘interests’. A ‘position’ is a surface statement of what a party 

wants; for example, Russia’s demand that Ukraine recognises the separatist republics of 

Donetsk and Luhansk as independent states. Whereas, ‘interests’ are the underlying 

     THE ROAD TO UKRAINE PEACE RUNS THROUGH DELHI 
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reasons behind those positions; for instance, why is Russia focused on the independence 

of these separatist areas? Therefore, mediation as a conflict resolution tool can assist the 

parties in identifying these hidden ‘interests’ and facilitate them in working towards 

crafting a solution that each of the parties would value — a Europe of common security 

and prosperity where the sovereignty of all nations (Ukraine, Russia and the West) are 

guaranteed. 

❖ Mediation (or assisted negotiation) is a flexible conflict resolution tool facilitated by a 

neutral third party. Depending on the choice of parties, it can be facilitative or evaluative 

and can be conducted in joint sessions or caucuses (i.e., private meetings). Additionally, 

its focus on collaborative bargaining producing a win-win outcome (in contrast to 

adversarial proceedings such as arbitration or litigation that result in a win-loss outcome) 

equips it to handle conflicts of all kinds: from workplace disputes to broken contracts to 

international conflicts. International mediation follows this process of “assisting two or 

more contending parties to find a solution without resorting to force”. Due to its immense 

potential, the Charter of the United Nations under Article 33 recognises the promise of 

international mediation for peaceful resolution of international disputes. 

 

BROKERING PEACE 

❖ Throughout history, individuals, countries and organisations (such as the International 

Committee of the Red Cross) have acted as third parties and have brokered peace between 

conflicting nations. Described by theorists as a form of power brokerage or a political 

problem solving process, international mediation has been used to resolve conflicts for 

hundreds of years. The best known example is of U.S. President Jimmy Carter who 

mediated peace between Israel and Egypt (known as the Camp David Accords of 1978) 

that has resulted in 44 years of peace. 

❖ Scholarship on neuroscience proves that emotions have a significant influence on 

cognitive processes (Kragel and LaBar 2016). If emotions are running high between 

conflicting parties it is very likely that either or both parties get re-active (i.e., to act 

without thinking). Ambrose Bierce wrote: “speak when you are angry and you will make 

the best speech you will ever regret’. This is where a neutral third party can act as a ‘go-

between’ (termed: shuttle diplomacy) to gather more information and help the parties 

identify their hidden interests. This helps in ensuring that conflicting parties keep their 

eyes on the prize. More importantly, the mediator shuttling between parties helps in 

limiting or reducing re-active devaluation — a cognitive barrier where the disputants 
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wrongfully construe the conflict as a zero-sum game. As a result, even the value of a 

genuine offer coming directly from an adversary is automatically reduced in the eyes of 

the receiver. Therefore, subject to context and the consent of parties, the mediator can 

either play a passive role to facilitate communication or a more active role and exert more 

influence on the content of the discussion and the final solution. 

 

FOCUSING ON THE PRIORITY 

❖ Certainly, international mediation has a lot to offer. But is it the right choice in the Russia-

Ukraine conflict? 

❖ Despite bilateral peace talks, Russian air strikes continue on Ukrainian cities resulting in 

civilian casualties. The voice against dictatorships will want to hold the Russian President 

Vladimir Putin guilty of violating the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their additional 

protocols. It may appear that opting for mediation legitimises past violations of 

international law and civilian killings. Or does it even amount to trading justice for peace? 

The answer is a bit more complicated. Mediation is a tool that avoids ‘being re-active’. 

More importantly, it helps focus on the number one priority, i.e., the safety of the 

Ukrainian people through a complete ceasefire. Furthermore, a mediator’s skill of 

strategic empathy (also a tool of statecraft) will further help understand Mr. Putin’s 

underlying drivers and constraints. 

❖ Furthermore, scholars like Zartman (1981) have argued that power parity between 

disputing parties is pivotal to the success of international mediation. Indeed, there exists 

a huge power imbalance between Russia and Ukraine — Russia commands the world’s 

second most powerful military, whereas Ukraine, a nation of roughly 44 million people, 

was relying on the pinky promises (or security assurances) made by Russia in the 

Budapest Memorandum. However, U.S. President Joe Biden’s strategy of making 

American intelligence (about Russia’s intention to invade Ukraine under false pretexts) 

publicly accessible, equipped Ukraine with the ‘power of solidarity’ which balanced or 

even tipped the scale in its favour. As a result, Russia is cornered, Ukraine has the 

solidarity of the world, Germany shed its pacifism and took a harsher stand against Russia 

by halting the Nord Stream 2 project, and Finland and Sweden are being pushed closer to 

NATO membership. Thus, opting for mediation is the only way left for Russia to save face 

and escape the sanctions that have crippled its economy. 

❖ For the West, going ahead with mediation presents itself as an opportunity to build a 

Europe of common security, common prosperity and peace. Simply put, this could be a 
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starting point to include Russia in the security infrastructure of Europe (like it did with 

East Germany after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989) — an opportunity that was missed 

after the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

 

INDIA FITS THE BILL 

❖ Mediation is certainly feasible between Russia and Ukraine because there exists a 

willingness to talk. But for this to commence, the approval of the parties concerned will 

be crucial. Much depends on the identity of the mediator. With the recent diplomatic 

visits to India, by the U.S. Deputy National Security Adviser for International Economics, 

the British Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs and 

Minister for Women and Equalities, and the Russian Foreign Minister, show that the 

world expects India to play a more active role in the Ukrainian crisis. 

❖ This is India’s golden chance to establish itself as a global power. More importantly, 

playing mediator in this dispute is in India’s long-term interest in countering the China 

threat — especially with a growing “no limits” partnership between Russia and China. 

Moreover, with the rise of China and its belligerence, its relationship with the West has 

soured. As a result, the U.S. and its allies need India as a strategic partner to balance the 

rise of China in the Indo-Pacific; it is for this reason, that India is now a member of the 

Quad. 

❖ For now, India is right in not taking sides. Its relationship with the then-Soviet Union 

was forged to balance against China (as the U.S. was cosying up to China). But with the 

Ukraine invasion and western sanctions, Russia is now more dependent on China. Hence, 

if India wants the best of both worlds, it must step up and live up to its claim of becoming 

a ‘Vishwa-Guru’ (or world leader). 

 

 
Over 40 MPs of Sri Lanka’s ruling alliance sit separately 

❖ Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa lost his parliamentary majority on Tuesday, as 

a group of lawmakers from the ruling party and its allies sat independently in the House, 

deserting the government that faces enormous public criticism for “mishandling” the 

country’s economic crisis. In another inflexion point in the crisis, newly appointed 

Finance Minister Ali Sabry resigned from the Cabinet barely 24 hours after taking charge. 

    GOTABAYA GOVT. LOSES MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT 
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❖ Over 40 MPs, including from key ally, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), quit the ruling 

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP or People’s Front)-led alliance, and the government 

lost its majority in the 225-member legislature. Their defection signalled the collapse of 

the government‘s popularity that, in 2020, fetched it a formidable two-thirds majority. 

However, there is no vote of confidence scheduled yet to test the strength of the 

government or Opposition. 

❖ In his address to Parliament on Tuesday, Leader of the Opposition Sajith Premadasa 

blamed the government for the current crisis, and said it was time for the country to 

abolish Executive Presidency that allows the President sweeping powers to take unilateral 

decisions. Opposition legislator and Jaffna MP M.A. Sumanthiran too intervened, 

challenging the government to put its recently imposed Emergency regulations to vote in 

the House, as is mandated in the Constitution. 

 

REVOKES EMERGENCY 

❖ However, Mr. Gotabaya revoked the Emergency late on Tuesday, ahead of a possible vote 

on it. 

❖ Parliament will convene on Wednesday to debate the country’s economic crisis that has 

resulted in severe shortage of essentials for citizens and skyrocketing prices. It has also 

led to a spontaneous eruption of street protests, with citizens demanding that the 

President step down. 

❖ Mr. Gotabaya’s attempt to appoint a “new” Cabinet after the mass resignations on Sunday 

appeared to have backfired, with Mr. Sabry resigning barely 24 hours after his 

appointment. The Secretary to the Treasury and Finance Ministry also quit on Tuesday, 

resulting in two key positions falling vacant amid the economic crisis. 

❖ Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund from which Sri Lanka has sought support, 

on Tuesday said it is monitoring the developments “very closely” amid the growing public 

unrest, Reuters reported. 

 

 
 ISRO TO SEND TEAM TO PROBE OBJECTS THAT FELL FROM SKY 
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A flaming meteor-like object was sighted in 

Maharashtra 

❖ The India Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will 

send a team of its experts to Pawanpur village, in the 

Chandrapur district of Maharashtra to investigate 

what is believed to be remnants of a disintegrated 

Chinese rocket. 

❖ “Inputs from several sources are received on the 

mysterious flashing light seen in the sky during 

evening hours on April 3...It is reported that a metal 

ring and a cylinder-like object was found in an open field in Pawanpur village. As 

requested by the district administration, a team of scientists form ISRO is visiting 

Pawanpur for inspection and further scientific enquiry,” read a post on ISRO’s Facebook 

page. Social media was abuzz on Sunday with videos of a flaming meteor-like object that 

was sighted from terrace of people in Maharashtra. Space debris or remnants of satellites, 

rockets and other objects in space crashing into earth are a common occurrence but it is 

relatively rare for such objects to fall on land.  

❖ Reports from facilities that track the path of such objects suggested that it was a re-entry 

of a Chinese rocket stage, which was launched in February 2021. There has, however, 

neither been confirmation from Chinese authorities nor Indian officials on the 

provenance of these space objects. 

 

 
❖ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled the second edition of the ‘Mehar Baba’ swarm 

drone competition by the Indian Air Force (IAF) for Indian start-ups to develop a swarm 

drone based system to detect foreign objects on aircraft operating surfaces. This was 

unveiled at the IAF Commanders Conference, which began on Wednesday. 

❖ Mr. Singh also addressed the Air Force commanders before the start of the deliberations. 

“He covered the challenges being faced on the northern and western borders and 

expressed his satisfaction at the way the armed forces have been able to respond to 

emerging situations,” the IAF said in a statement.  

S      SECOND EDITION OF SWARM DRONE CONTEST LAUNCHED 
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❖ The conference comes in the backdrop of an ongoing Court of Inquiry (CoI) into the 

incident in which a supersonic missile, flying at 

three times the speed of sound, was “accidentally 

released” on March 9, ending up 124 km inside 

Pakistan. Mr. Singh said in Parliament that a review 

of the Standard Operating Procedures for 

“operations, maintenance and inspections” was 

being conducted. 

❖ Stating that the during the three-day conference, 

the Air Force Commanders would discuss important 

issues related to future challenges in a hi-tech and 

evolving operational scenario, the IAF said. 

 
 

Passenger flight to be transformed into tanker transport with Israel collaboration 

❖ In a significant development, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) and Israel Aerospace 

Industries (IAI) have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to convert 

civil passenger aircraft to multi mission tanker transport (MMTT) aircraft in India. 

❖ The Indian Air Force (IAF) has been looking to procure new mid-air refuellers for some 

time. 

❖ “Under the pact signed recently, HAL will 

convert pre-owned civil (passenger) aircraft 

into air refuelling aircraft with cargo and 

transport capabilities. The move will provide 

India’s defence ecosystem with new capabilities 

and cost-effective solutions in the market,” HAL 

said in a statement.  

❖ The scope of the MoU also covers “passenger to 

freighter aircraft” conversion along with MMTT 

conversions, it stated. A defence official said the 

aircraft likely to be converted was a Boeing 767 passenger jet. 

 

LONG-STANDING PARTNER 

                HAL IN TIE-UP TO CONVERT AIRCRAFT  
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❖ “We are glad to join hands with our long-standing partner IAI in this venture of MMTT 

conversion business, which is one of the strategic diversification avenues identified by 

HAL,” R. Madhavan, Chief Managing Director HAL, said. 

❖ The IAF at present has six Russian IL-78 tankers and has been looking to procure six new 

aircraft for sometime, but the deal has been repeatedly delayed. It has been looking to 

reissue the tender but the financial crunch had made it rethink the acquisition. 

❖ To meet requirements in the interim, it has been looking at leasing some mid-air 

refuellers, an option introduced in the Defence Acquisition Procedure, 2020. 

❖ Mid-air refuelling significantly enhances the range and payload of fighter jets. It also 

allows the aircraft to stay in the air much beyond their normal limits allowing better 

exploitation of the platforms capabilities. 

 

THIRD LIST 

❖ As reported by The Hindu earlier, IAF officials had stated that broadly wet lease of 

platforms could be used for peacetime use and dry leasing to cater to operational 

requirements. 

❖ In wet lease, the platforms have to be maintained by the company supplying them, be it 

the original equipment manufacturer or the aggregator. 

❖ On Thursday, Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is all set to release the third positive 

indigenisation list, the items in which cannot be imported by the Services. 

❖ The earlier lists have barred imports of 209 major platforms and systems. 

 
 

❖ A total of 971 people lost their lives while cleaning 

sewers or septic tanks since 1993, the year law 

prohibiting employment of manual scavengers was 

enacted, according to the Social Justice and 

Empowerment Ministry on Wednesday. 

❖ Replying to a question by Bharatiya Janata Party’s Syed 

Zafar Islam in the Rajya Sabha, Social Justice and 

Empowerment Minister of State Ramdas Athawale’s 

written response showed that Tamil Nadu accounted 

for 214 of the 971 “sewer deaths”, the highest in the country. 

    971 LOST LIVES WHILE CLEANING SEWERS, TANKS’ 
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❖ Gujarat reported 156 such deaths and Uttar Pradesh 106, the data said. In 703 cases, ₹10 

lakh compensation had been paid to the families of the victims, and in 136 cases, an 

amount of less than ₹10 lakh was given. 

 

 
Scheme was extended after Galwan incident in June 2020 

❖ The Union government has extended the scheme to provide ₹40 crore grants-in-aid to 

the Dalai Lama’s Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) for another five years, up to 

fiscal year 2025-26, the Rajya Sabha was informed on Wednesday. 

 

ANNUAL GRANT 

❖ The scheme was extended after the Galwan incident in June 2020 where 20 soldiers were 

killed in violent clashes with the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in Eastern 

Ladakh. 

❖ To a question by the BJD’s Sujeet Kumar regarding the details of the committee during 

the last five years, Minister of State for Home Ajay Kumar Mishra said in a written reply, 

“The scheme provides for an annual grant of ₹8 crore to CTRC to meet the administrative 

expenses of Settlement Offices and social welfare expenses for Tibetan refugees staying 

in Tibetan settlements spread across 12 States/UTs in the country.” 

❖ The entire amount of ₹40 crore (₹8 crore per annum) from 2016-17 to 2020-21 for this 

scheme has been released/reimbursed to the CTRC,” it added. 

❖ On being asked, whether there is any plan to release a second tranche of such funds, the 

reply stated, “Yes. The scheme has been further extended for five years from 2021-22 to 

2025-26. An amount of ₹8 crore to CTRC has been released for the year 2021-22.” 

❖ The reply added that the Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy of 2014 is reviewed in consultation 

with all the concerned stake holders i.e. State/Central Departments. 

 

 

        RELIEF TO TIBETAN COMMITTEE BY 5 YEARS 
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❖ The Nepal Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur 

Deuba, paid a long-awaited visit to India 

last week (April 1-3). Sworn in in July 

2021, this was his first bilateral visit 

abroad, in keeping with tradition. The 

outcome might appear modest but what 

is significant is that India and Nepal 

effectively managed to steer clear of 

divisive issues. At 75, Mr. Deuba is a 

political veteran and first became Prime 

Minister in 1995. Now in his fifth stint, he is no stranger to the complex relationship 

between the two countries. 

 

POSITIVE OUTCOMES  

❖ Among the highlights was the operationalisation of the 35 kilometre cross-border rail link 

from Jayanagar (Bihar) to Kurtha (Nepal). Two further phases will extend it to Bijalpura 

and Bardibas. The ₹787 crore project had been ready for over a year but 

operationalisation was held up because of the necessary administrative requirements in 

Nepal to set up a company that could recruit staff. The Konkan Railway Corporation will 

provide the necessary technical support initially. 

❖ The second project that was inaugurated was the 90 km long 132 kV double circuit 

transmission line connecting Tila (Solukhumbu) to Mirchaiya (Siraha) close to the Indian 

border. Constructed with an Exim Bank concessional loan of ₹200 crore, there are a dozen 

hydroelectric projects planned in the Solu corridor for which the Nepal Electricity 

Authority has concluded PPAs of 325 MW. 

❖ In addition, agreements providing technical cooperation in the railway sector, Nepal’s 

induction into the International Solar Alliance, and between Indian Oil Corporation and 

Nepal Oil Corporation on ensuring regular supplies of petroleum products were also 

signed. 

❖ The Mahakali Treaty, signed in 1996 during Mr. Deuba’s first visit as Prime Minister, 

covers the Sarada and Tanakpur barrages as well as the 6,700 MW (approximately) 

Pancheshwar Multipurpose project. Both sides have agreed to push for an early 

finalisation of the detailed project report. The ambitious $7 billion project needs political 

will to move it forward. The joint vision statement on power sector cooperation 

 REPAIRING THE COMPLEX INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONSHIP 
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recognises the opportunities for joint development power generation projects together 

with cross border transmission linkages and coordination between the national grids; it 

can provide the momentum. 

❖ On February 27, Mr. Deuba pushed through the ratification of the agreement with the 

U.S. Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), despite the reservations of his coalition 

partners, the Maoists and the UML (Unified-Socialist). The agreement provides a grant 

of $500 million for building 318 km of high voltage transmission lines along with sub-

stations and the maintenance of 300 km of the East-West highway. The Chinese Embassy 

in Kathmandu had actively sought to sabotage the agreement by planting stories that it 

was part of the U.S.’s Indo-Pacific strategy aimed at containing China. The agreement had 

been signed in 2017, during Mr. Deuba’s fourth stint as Prime Minister, and was awaiting 

ratification. Together with the Pancheshwar project, it provides welcome synergy. 

 

CHINA’S GROWING ROLE 

❖ During the monarchy, China maintained a link with the Palace and its concerns were 

primarily related to keeping tabs on the Tibetan refugee community. With the abolition 

of the monarchy, China has shifted attention to the political parties and to institutions 

such as the Army and Armed Police Force and considers Nepal an important element in 

its growing South Asian footprint. 

❖ In recent years, India’s relations with Nepal have had both ‘highs’ and ‘lows’. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has often spoken of the “neighbourhood first” policy. He started 

with a highly successful visit in August 2014 but then saw the relationship take a nosedive 

in 2015, with India first getting blamed for interfering in the Constitution drafting 

process and then for an “unofficial blockade” that generated widespread resentment 

against India. It reinforced the notion that Nepali nationalism and anti-Indianism were 

two sides of the same coin that Mr. Deuba’s predecessor, Mr. K.P. Sharma Oli, exploited 

successfully. 

❖ In 2016, Mr. Oli visited Beijing to negotiate an Agreement on Transit Transportation. 

Three years later, a Protocol was concluded with China providing access to four sea ports 

and three land ports. The first ever visit of the Chinese Defence Minister took place in 

March 2017, followed by joint military exercises a month later. A military grant of $32 

million was also announced. 

❖ China has overtaken India as the largest source of foreign direct investment. In 2019, 

China’s President Xi Jinping visited Kathmandu. Annual development assistance has been 
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hiked to $120 million. Today, China is also engaged with airport expansion projects at 

Pokhara and Lumbini. Rather than compete with China, India needs to up its own game. 

❖ The growing Chinese presence means that India cannot afford to let issues linger but 

reach out actively to find resolution. 

 

MANAGING DIFFERENCES 

❖ Over the years, a number of differences have emerged between India and Nepal that need 

attention. The political narrative has changed in both countries and these issues can no 

longer be swept under the carpet or subsumed by invoking a ‘special relationship’ based 

on ties of a shared culture, language and religion. Part of the success of Mr. Deuba’s visit 

was that none of the differences was allowed to dominate the visit. Yet, to build upon the 

positive mood, it is necessary these issues be discussed, behind closed doors and at Track 

2 and Track 1.5 channels. 

❖ As one of the oldest bonds, the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship was originally sought 

by the Nepali authorities in 1949 to continue the special links they had with British India. 

It provides for an open border and for Nepali nationals to have the right to work in India. 

But today, it is viewed as a sign of an unequal relationship, and an Indian imposition. The 

idea of revising and updating it has found mention in Joint Statements since the mid-

1990s. It has been discussed sporadically, but in a desultory manner, by the Foreign 

Secretaries in 1997, and even at the ministerial level at the 2014 Joint Commission. 

❖ In 2016, an eight-member Eminent Persons Group was set up to discuss it. The report is 

available with both governments but the perception in Kathmandu is that it should be 

formally presented to the two governments. As long as it is clearly understood that this 

is only a report by well-intentioned experts in their individual capacity and not binding 

on governments, it should be possible for the two Foreign Ministers to acknowledge it 

publicly. It could even be made public to kickstart Track 2 conversations. 

❖ Demonetisation is another irritant. In November 2016, India withdrew ₹15.44 trillion of 

high value (₹1,000 and ₹500) currency notes. Today, over ₹15.3 trillion has been returned 

in the form of fresh currency. Yet, many Nepali nationals who were legally entitled to 

hold ₹25,000 of Indian currency (given that the Nepali rupee is pegged to the Indian 

rupee) were left high and dry. The Nepal Rashtra Bank, which is the central bank, holds 

₹7 crore and estimates of public holdings are ₹500 crore. After more than five years, it 

should certainly be possible to resolve this to mutual satisfaction. 
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ON THE BOUNDARIES 

❖ In 2019, Mr. Oli, facing domestic opposition within his party, needed a distraction and 

found one in the form of the Kalapani boundary issue. These boundaries had been fixed 

in 1816 by the British, and India inherited the areas over which the British had exercised 

territorial control in 1947. While 98% of the India-Nepal boundary was demarcated, two 

areas, Susta and Kalapani remained in limbo. In November 2019, India issued new maps 

following the division of the State of Jammu and Kashmir as Union Territories, Jammu 

and Kashmir and Ladakh. Though the new Indian map did not affect the India-Nepal 

boundary in any material way, Mr. Oli expanded the Kalapani area dispute. By whipping 

up nationalist sentiment, he got a new map of Nepal endorsed by the legislature through 

a constitutional amendment. While it did not alter the situation on the ground, it soured 

relations with India and added a new and emotive irritant. 

❖ The need today is to avoid rhetoric on territorial nationalism and lay the groundwork for 

quiet dialogue where both sides display sensitivity as they explore what is feasible. India 

needs to be a sensitive and generous partner for the “neighbourhood first” policy to take 

root. 

 
 

The Dam Safety Authority might be able to monitor safety aspects of Mullaperiyar dam 

❖ The Central Water Commission (CWC)’s proposal to let the Mullaperiyar dam’s 

Supervisory Committee continue for a year essentially means status quo continues. The 

proposal makes the Chief Secretaries of Tamil Nadu and Kerala accountable and provides 

for the participation of technical experts as panel members. The proposed arrangement, 

presented before the Supreme Court on Tuesday, has become necessary as the CWC is of 

the view that the National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA), the regulatory body envisaged 

under the recently enacted Dam Safety Act, will require one year to become fully 

functional. On Thursday, the two States are expected to inform the Court of their 

response. Given the features of the 126-year-old Mullaperiyar dam and the controversies 

surrounding its lime and mortar structure, both States would have nothing much to 

complain about regarding sticking to the existing arrangement for some more time 

although they differ in the way they approach the dam. Located in Kerala, it is used by 

TN for multiple purposes. While TN is keen on getting the strengthening work completed 

to raise the water level to 152 ft from 142 ft, Kerala wants a new dam built. In the 

backdrop of landslides in Kerala after heavy rain, fears, though misplaced, have arisen 

                                     SAFETY FIRST 
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over the dam’s structural stability. Regardless of these apprehensions being addressed 

through technical and scientific bodies, the issue of safety crops up time and again. What 

this underlines is that there should be no room for complacency about the dam’s safety. 

It is for this purpose that the apex court too has been addressing the issue of having a 

stronger institutional mechanism than the existing Supervisory Committee which has 

been rendered almost toothless. 

❖ Ideally speaking, the authority would have been well suited to handle issues concerning 

the Mullaperiyar, as the Act empowers the body to perform the role of the State Dam 

Safety Organisation (SDSO) in this context because the NDSA assumes the role of SDSO 

for a dam located in one State and owned by another. But, as more time is required to 

have the authority fully in place, the Centre has chosen to rely on the existing structure, 

with the respective Chief Secretaries being made accountable. With a sub-committee 

functioning under the Supervisory Committee and one more panel under the National 

Disaster Management Authority, the oversight mechanism appears to be fine. Still, 

however well-designed the scheme might be, it is for the authorities to make sure their 

actions instil public confidence during the monsoon, when the issue of safety in Kerala 

acquires precedence. It is also their duty to ensure there is no panic and to deal with 

scaremongers. 


