
 

 

 
Initiatives at Banas Dairy will empower farmers, women 

and boost rural economy’  
❖ Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday inaugurated a 

state-of-the-art dairy Milk Federation, Palanpur, popularly 

known as the Banas Dairy, in Gujarat’s Banaskantha 

district. Mr. Modi said the facilities would boost rural 

economy complex and potato processing facility at the 

Banaskantha District Cooperative and empower farmers.  

❖ On the second day of his three-day visit to his home State, 

Mr. Modi reached under Deodar in Banaskantha to open the 

new plants at Banas Dairy, which is a division of the Gujarat 

Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) the Government of Gujarat’s Ministry of 

Cooperation. Mr. Modi interacted with women milk suppliers and farmers in a move to 

reconnect with the masses ahead of the Assembly election in the State later this year.  

❖ The new dairy complex has a capacity to process about 30 lakh litres of milk, and produce about 

80 tonnes of butter, 20 tonnes of condensed milk, one lakh litres of ice cream and six tonnes of 

chocolate per day.  

❖ The potato processing plant will produce different types of processed potato products such as 

chips, aloo tikki, fries, and patties, many of which will be exported in other countries. 

❖ “The new development initiatives at Banas Dairy will empower farmers, women, and boost the 

rural economy. We can experience how cooperative movement can give strength to the 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat campaign,” the Prime Minister said, addressing a huge gathering of 

women milk suppliers and farmers.  

❖ Mr. Modi profusely praised the efforts of local communities and the cooperative dairy sector in 

creating livelihood opportunities for locals in the water-starved district in north Gujarat. “I 

would like to applaud the people of Banaskantha for their hard work and spirit of resilience. The 

manner in which this district has made a mark in agriculture is commendable. Farmers 

embraced new technologies, focused on water conservation and the results are for all to see  

❖ During his speech, Mr. Modi said the development taking place in Gujarat fills one with sense of 

pride as what happens in Gujarat is followed by the people of other States.  

❖ He also mentioned his visit to the new command and control centre of the State Education 

Department on Monday evening.  

❖ The centre has connected all schools in the State with real time monitoring of students and 

teachers, teaching work and attendance from State capital Gandhinagar.  
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❖ Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday laid the foundation stone for the WHO Global Centre 

for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) at Jamnagar in Gujarat in the presence of Mauritius Prime 

Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth and World Health Organization Director-General Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus.  

❖ A first of its kind, the GCTM will be a global outpost centre for traditional medicine across the 

world.  

❖ Mr. Ghebreyesus described the centre as a truly global project as 107 WHO member countries 

have their country-specific governmental offices which means the world will come to India for 

its leadership in the traditional medicines. 

❖ He said traditional medicines products abound globally and the centre will go a long way in 

bringing their promise to fruition. For many regions of the world, traditional medicine is the 

first line of treatment 

❖ The centre will focus on data, innovation and sustainability and will optimise the use of 

traditional medicine.”  

❖ The WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine is a recognition of India’s contribution and 

potential in this field. India takes this partnership as a huge responsibility for serving the entire 

humanity,”  

❖ Speaking about the rich legacy of Ayurveda, the Mr. Modi said it goes beyond just healing and 

treatment, as social health, mental health-happiness, environmental health, sympathy, 

compassion and productivity are all included.  

❖ Ayurveda is taken as the knowledge of life and is deemed as fifth Veda,”  
 

 
❖ Twenty million people are at risk of starvation 

this year as delayed rains worsen an already 

brutal drought in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia, 

the UN warned on Tuesday.  

❖ A months-long drought has left the Horn of 

Africa on the verge of a humanitarian 

catastrophe. 

❖ As long-awaited rains fail to materialise nearly 

a month into the current rainy season, “the 

number of hungry people due to drought could 

spiral from the currently estimated 14 million to 

20 million through 2022,” the UN’s World Food 

Programme  

 

              GLOBAL CENTRE FOR TRADITIONAL MEDICINE 
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❖ Fund downgrades growth projections for world, 

most major economies from its January forecasts 

❖ The IMF on Tuesday cut its forecast for India GDP 

growth in the current fiscal year to 8.2%, a 0.8 

percentage point reduction from January, as it 

downgraded the outlook for global growth citing the 

economic impact of the Russia-Ukraine war. 

❖ The International Monetary Fund’s latest World 

Economic Outlook also projected India’s economy to 

expand by 6.9% next year, putting it on course to be 

the fastest growing large economy over the two 

years. 

❖ World output is now projected to grow by 3.6% this 

calendar year and next, slowing sharply from the 6.1% expansion seen in 2021. 

❖ “The war in Ukraine has triggered a costly humanitarian crisis that demands a peaceful 

resolution,” the IMF said forecasting a massive 35% contraction for Ukraine in 2022. The 

conflict, the Fund noted, would contribute not only to a “significant slowdown” in 2022, but also 

to inflation — via trade, commodity markets and financial channels. 

❖ The IMF said Japan and India were seeing “notable” growth forecast downgrades in the Asia 

region, partly because of lower net exports and weaker domestic demand, with higher oil prices 

expected to weigh down consumption and investment. 

❖ Higher food and fuel prices were impacting vulnerable populations, and interest rates were 

rising, as central banks tighten monetary policy, the IMF observed. Additionally, the global 

economy was becoming fragmented with countries cutting off ties with Russia, the “rules-based 

frameworks” were being threatened, and pandemic-induced lockdowns in China were 

exacerbating supply-chain disruptions. 

 

TERMS OF TRADE SHOCK’ 

❖ “We are seeing a significant downgrade in our growth estimates for India, of 0.8 percentage 

points,” IMF research director, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas, said at a virtual press conference. 

India was “suffering like many other countries as a consequence of the war and negative terms 

of trade shock” due to higher food and energy prices weighing down trade balances. External 

demand was also softening as the rest of the world’s growth was impacted,  

❖ China, after growing by 8.1% in 2021, is projected to slow to 4.4% growth this year, the IMF 

forecast. 

❖ The global impacts of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine are seen working through commodity price 

increases; direct impacts on countries with trade links with Russia or Ukraine; via disruptions 
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to cross-border production networks (e.g. neon gas production, an input for silicon chips is 

concentrated in Russia and Ukraine); and also as a result of sanctions. 

 

 
The bulldozing of houses in M.P. was to 

impose collective punishment on the 

alleged rioters 

❖ Communal clashes broke out during Ram 

Navami processions in several parts of the 

country including at Khargone in Madhya 

Pradesh. Subsequently, the Madhya 

Pradesh government bulldozed the houses 

of those who were allegedly involved in 

rioting. The State government claims that 

these demolitions are in response to 

illegal encroachments. However, the fact that these arbitrary demolitions are being carried out 

against the alleged rioters of one particular community and in the immediate aftermath of the 

riots shows that their purpose seems to be to impose collective punishment. 

❖ The bulldozing machines— the new symbols of brute state power — are not just demolishing 

houses and shops but also bulldozing rule of law and our constitutional order. This idea of 

serving ‘justice’, quick and cold, through bulldozers emanated in Uttar Pradesh. In the wake of 

protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 the Uttar Pradesh government passed 

orders to recover damages from those who were allegedly involved in destroying public 

property. This process has been further institutionalised through the enactment of the Uttar 

Pradesh Recovery of Damages to Public and Private Property Act, 2020. Several commentators 

have already pointed out that the use of such brute state power violates various domestic legal 

provisions. Our purpose is to illustrate that the act of bulldozing houses without due process 

and legal sanction also amounts to a breach of India’s international law obligations. 

 

RIGHT TO ADEQUATE HOUSING 

❖ The right to housing is not only a fundamental right recognised under Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution, it is also a well-documented right under the international human rights law 

framework, which is binding on India. For instance, Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR) states that “everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for 

the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 

medical care…”. 

❖ Likewise, Article 11.1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ICESCR) recognises “the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his 
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family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of 

living conditions”. Furthermore, under Article 11.1, countries are under an obligation to take 

“appropriate steps” to ensure the realisation of these rights such as the right to adequate 

housing. The rights recognised under ICESCR, according to Article 4, can be restricted by States 

only if the limitations are determined by law in a manner compatible with the nature of these 

rights and solely to promote society’s general welfare. However, any limitation imposed on the 

rights given in the Covenant such as the right to adequate housing cannot lead to the destruction 

of these rights. This is categorically recognised in Article 5 of ICESCR. 

❖ Besides, international law also prohibits arbitrary interference in an individual’s right to 

property. For instance, Article 12 of the UDHR states that “no one shall be subjected to arbitrary 

interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour 

and reputation”. Article 12 also stipulates that “everyone has the right to the protection of the 

law against such interference or attacks”. This same right is also provided under Article 17 of 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 17 further provides that 

everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others and that no 

one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. Thus, arbitrary interference with an 

individual’s property is a gross violation of the ICCPR. 

 

FORCED EVICTIONS 

❖ The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) commonly known as the 

United Nations (UN) Human Rights Office — whose mandate is to promote and protect human 

rights guaranteed under international law — has elaborated on the content of the right to 

adequate housing. 

❖ According to the UN Human Rights Office, an integral element of the right to adequate housing 

is ‘protection against forced evictions’. Building on the right to adequate housing, given in Article 

11.1 of ICESCR, the UN Human Rights Office defines ‘forced evictions’ as ‘permanent or 

temporary removal against the will of individuals, families and/or communities from the homes 

and/or land which they occupy, without the provision of, and access to, appropriate forms of 

legal or other protection’. The right to adequate housing also entails freedom from arbitrary 

interference with one’s home, privacy, and family. 

❖ The bulldozing of the houses by the Madhya Pradesh government of the alleged rioters amounts 

to forced eviction and arbitrary interference with an individual’s home, thus a breach of Article 

11.1 of the ICESCR. This action can be defended under international law only if it can be shown 

that the forced eviction is as per the law and in conformity with the provisions of the human 

rights covenants. Also, other requirements such as whether the state action was necessary and 

proportionate will have to be examined. It is unlikely that these forced evictions can be lawfully 

defended given the timing of the eviction. One wonders that if these demolitions were against 

illegal encroachments, then did the authorities get the eviction order on the day of the riots, or 
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did they have an eviction order earlier, but decided to act only after the riots? Also, were the 

eviction orders limited to the Muslim locality? 

 

JUDICIAL INCORPORATION 

❖ Moreover, the international human rights law identified above has been judicially incorporated 

by the Supreme Court of India into the Indian legal system. The apex court in cases like Bachan 

Singh vs State of Punjab, Vishaka vs State of Rajasthan, and recently in the famous Puttaswamy 

vs Union of India has laid down the principle that the fundamental rights guaranteed under the 

Constitution must be read and interpreted in a manner which would enhance their conformity 

with international human rights law. 

❖ As the custodian of India’s constitutional order, it is high time that the judiciary acted and 

imposed necessary checks on the unbridled exercise of power by the executive. Courts should 

use international law to counter the nationalist-populist discourse. 

 

 
No plan for a Beijing military base, says Pacific island 

nation 

❖ China said on Tuesday it had signed a security pact with 

the Solomon Islands, a first-of-its-kind arrangement that 

could pave the way for further Chinese security deals 

overseas. 

❖ Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and External Trade Jeremiah Manele of 

the Solomon Islands signed an inter-governmental 

framework agreement on security cooperation. 

❖ Under the agreement, the two sides “will conduct 

cooperation in such areas as maintenance of social 

order, protection of the safety of people’s lives and 

property, humanitarian assistance and natural disaster 

response, in an effort to help Solomon Islands 

strengthen capacity building in safeguarding its own security.” 

 

MILITARY FACILITIES 

❖ Amid concern from Australia, New Zealand and the U.S., the Solomon Islands said there was no 

agreement for a Chinese military base. 

❖ However, in the wake of China putting into use its first overseas military base in Djibouti near 

the Horn of Africa in 2017, which went against a long-standing policy of not opening foreign 

C           CHINA, SOLOMON ISLANDS SIGN LANDMARK SECURITY AGREEMENT 
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bases, Chinese military experts have spoken 

of the need for further facilities to project 

power as well as service China’s fast 

expanding navy.  

❖ Much remains unclear about the new 

agreement, including how China plans to 

support the Solomon Islands in “maintaining 

social order” and whether Chinese security 

forces will be deployed. 

❖ Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne 

said Australia was “deeply disappointed” and 

“concerned about the lack of transparency 

with which this agreement has been 

developed, noting its potential to undermine 

stability in our region”. 

❖ The U.S. said a delegation this week, led by 

senior diplomat and Indo-Pacific coordinator 

Kurt Campbell, would travel there. Discussions on the agreement are expected as well as on 

reopening a U.S. embassy. 

 

ULTERIOR MOTIVES 

❖ Asked about the visit, Mr. Wang of the Chinese Foreign Ministry said, “The U.S. Embassy in 

Solomon Islands has been closed for 29 years. The most recent visit to Fiji made by a U.S. 

Secretary of State was 37 years ago. Several senior U.S. officials now fancy a visit to some Pacific 

Island Countries (PIC) all of a sudden after all these years. Are they doing so out of care for PICs 

or do they have ulterior motives? People are keen to get an answer to this question?” 

❖ “PICs are not the backyard of anyone, still less chess pieces in a geopolitical contest,” he added. 

“PICs have the actual need to diversify their cooperation with other countries and the right to 

independently choose their cooperation partners. Sensationalising an atmosphere of tension and 

stoking bloc confrontation will get no support in the region. Attempts to meddle with and 

obstruct PICs’ cooperation with China will be in vain.” 

 

 
Otto Braun’s letter to A.C.N. Nambiar seems relevant still to know Europe’s dilemma of choosing 

the U.S. over Russia 

❖ A.C.N. Nambiar (left in picture), who was the Berlin correspondent of The Hindu during 1926-

1934, shifted his residence to New Delhi in late October 1984. Then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

had insisted on his return from Zurich as she was worried about his health. From 1927, 

                         LESSON FROM A LETTER 
SS 
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Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi had treated and considered Nambiar to be a close family 

friend. For them, he was “Nanu”. Nehru had appointed him as India’s Ambassador to Sweden 

and West Germany. However, Nambiar chose to retire from diplomatic life in 1958 and resume 

his life as a journalist from Switzerland. 

❖ By 1933, Nambiar had become Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s trusted confidante in Europe. It 

was in the same year that Hitler’s police had expelled him from Germany after arresting him on 

February 27 for involvement in the Reichstag Fire along with Communists. In 1942, Bose brought 

Nambiar back to Berlin to join his team to carry on with his Indian independence struggle from 

Berlin. In 1943 he designated Nambiar as his successor for his European campaign when he 

secretly left for the Far East to lead the Indian National Army (INA). After the Second World 

War, the Allied Powers imprisoned Nambiar from 1945 to 1947. He was the only Indian freedom 

fighter to have been arrested by Hitler and the Allied Forces. 

❖ Soon after his arrival, Nambiar met Indira Gandhi on October 21, 1984. On October 22 he 

received a warm, handwritten letter from her, welcoming him and assuring him of all support 

including an offer to send him home cooked food from her house! However, on October 31, 1984 

the world shattered for him. He was left staring at an uncertain future with Mrs Gandhi’s 

assassination. His only anchor in life had suddenly gone. He did not know India, which he had 

left 75 years ago. It adversely affected his health. He had to be in and out of the hospital 

repeatedly. He passed away on January 17, 1986. 

 

A LIFELINE 

❖ What kept him going for a year after 1984 were letters he received regularly from European 

friends and his long conversations with persons (like this writer) on the difficulties of German 

politics to adjust to American thinking. One such friend who kept in touch with him constantly 

was Dr. Karl Otto Braun, a lover of India and a former German diplomat. Braun described 

himself as a “revisionist historian”, who he said, was “seeking the truth”, reflecting the 

traditional German dilemma of aligning too much with America, despite their admiration for 

American leadership. 

❖ Braun’s letter to Nambiar, dated April 11, 1985, seems relevant even now to understand the 

European dilemma of choosing America vis-à-vis Russia at a time when a common front to help 

Ukraine is being forged by Washington DC. One could thus appreciate the present Ukrainian 

criticism of the traditional German foreign policy towards Russia even by former German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky had recently invited her to 

visit Bucha to see for herself “what the policy of 14 years of concessions to Russia has led to”. 

❖ At the Institute for Historical Review, Newport Beach, California, a controversial publication for 

“Holocaust Denial”, which organises the “Historical Revisionist Congress” has said that Dr. 

Braun, who passed away on August 21, 1988, was in contact with Netaji Bose, while in Germany. 

It has mentioned Braun’s role in “arranging Bose’s dramatic submarine voyage from Europe to 
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Asia”. However, I could find no confirmation of this in my 10 years of research to write 

Nambiar’s biography. 

 

STALIN AND THE AMERICANS 

❖ What is interesting in Braun’s letter to Nambiar was the detail about his visit to the Franklin D. 

Roosevelt Presidential Museum in Albany, New York. In its secret archives, he found how F.D. 

Roosevelt had sent his trusted emissary Harry Hopkins to Stalin on July 31, 1941, to list out all 

the weapons that Stalin needed. Hopkins had said that Stalin wanted Roosevelt to know that he 

would welcome American troops on “any part of the Russian front under the complete command 

of the American army”. Stalin frankly admitted in the November 1943 Tehran Conference that 

“we Soviets would have lost the war” without American help. 

❖ By February 1945, this relationship had sunk when the Yalta Conference was held. Former 

Newsweek editor Jon Meacham has described this phase in his masterly work, Franklin and 

Winston (2003), regarding how Stalin insisted on his “Sphere of influence”, echoing Russian 

President Vladimir Putin’s position on Ukraine now. 

 

 

 

1.The capital of Solomon Islands is: 

A Honiara           B Dakar           C Apia        D Castries 

Correct Answer: (a) Honiara 

 

2.The currency of Solomon Islands is: 

A United States Dollar              B Solomon Islands Dollar 

C Solomon Islands Rupee         D Lira 

 

Correct Answer: (b) Solomon Islands Dollar 

 

3.Which country is known as “Horn of Africa” ? 

A. Sudan            B. Zambia     C. Mali       D. Somalia 

ANS-D 

Horn of Africa, region of eastern Africa. It is the easternmost extension of African land and for 

the purposes of this article is defined as the region that is home to the countries of Djibouti, 

Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia, whose cultures have been linked throughout their long history. 

 

4.. Which of the following animals would you not expect in a dairy farm? 

a) Cow      b) Camel         c) Cat      d) Sheep 

Answer: Camel 

                                              IMPORTANT MCQ 
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5. Which of the following is not a stringent measure to ensure proper yield in a dairy farm? 

a) Stringent cleanliness 

b) Hygiene while storing milk products 

c) Hygiene while transporting milk products 

d) Ensuring that cattle get enough freedom to perform their daily activities 

Answer: Ensuring that cattle get enough freedom to perform their daily activities 

 

6. What percentage of the world livestock population is estimated to be present in India and 

China? 

a) 72% 

b) 25% 

c) 90% 

d) 68% 

Answer: 72% 


