
 

 
President Solih calls it a ‘threat’ to national 

security, says it ‘exploited’ freedoms 
 Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed 

Solihon Thursdayissued a decree banning 

the ‘India Out’ campaign, now led by former 

President Abdulla Yameen, terming it a 

“threat to national security”.     

 Stating that the government’s policy was to 

provide freedom of expression and freedom 

of assembly guaranteed under the Constitution “to its fullest extent”, and to “uphold democratic 

values”, the Presidential order said the campaign against India “exploited” the freedoms and 

“intends to disrupt” the long-standing bilateral relations between the Maldives and India as well 

as efforts to maintain peace and security in the region. The move follows a recent decision by 

the Maldives’s National Security Council that the campaign “to incite hatred against India” is a 

“threat” to national security. 

 The ‘India Out’ campaign, started and sustained by critics of the Solih administration, gained 

prominence in recent months with former President Yameen spearheading it. 

 The campaign accuses the Maldivian government of “allowing” Indian military presence in the 

island nation – the government has repeatedly denied it – and, of “being a puppet” of New Delhi. 

President Solih has opted for an ‘India first’ foreign policy and has said he is unapologetic about 

Male’s close ties with New Delhi. 

 The Progressive Congress Coalition, representing Mr. Yameen’s political camp, said it “strongly 

condemns the unconstitutional executive order” by President Solih. 

 “Our Constitution is very clear on the question of freedom of expression, and that it has 

boundaries, and ends when it infringes on someone else’s. This campaign is clearly aimed at 

creating differences and hatred, that is not in the interest of anyone,” Speaker and former 

President Mohamed Nasheed told The Hindu from Male over telephone. 

 

WHAT WAS THE REASON FOR ANTI-INDIA SENTIMENTS AND 

ANTI-INDIA CAMPAIGN – ‘INDIA OUT’? 
 In a word, the reason for the ‘India out’ campaign was the military presence in the Maldives, 

which according to the locals, is a threat. India out campaign started in 2020 which spread 

across social media like a wildfire. The co-founder of the Dhiyares media, Shifxan Ahmed, 

cleared their position about having issues only with the military presence and not the country. 
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Ahmed also said that the ‘India out’ campaign is not about international relations; it is about the 

feeling of security within the geographical boundaries of Maldives. The media outlet does not 

support any violent clashes; it only wishes to express concern peacefully.  

 It is not the first time that an anti-India campaign had reared its ugly head. Back in 2013, when 

the Progressive Party of Maldives PPM was in power, international relations between India and 

Maldives took a hit. PPM, led by Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gyaoom, was tilted towards the Chinese. 

To please the Chinese, the Yameen government indulged in anti-India slogans and policies. 

 The same sentiment about the anti-India rhetoric of 2013 is shared by researcher Dr Gulbin 

Sultana, an analyst at Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis. But even if 

the Yameen government was tilted towards the Chinese, they also engaged in India first policy 

for the Maldives. There are few incidents because anti-India sentiments are thrown left and 

right by the people of Maldives.  

 

WHAT ARE DIFFERENT INSTANCES THAT LEAD TO THE ‘INDIA OUT’ CAMPAIGN?  

 The first incident is when India gifted two Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopters (ALF) in 2010 and 

2015. These helicopters were used for ocean search and rescue operations, airlifting patients 

across the islands and Maritime weather surveillance. These military choppers were based in 

Addu atoll and at Hanimaadhoo. But the pro-China stance of the Yameen government 

interpreted these gift helicopters to increase Indian military presence in the Maldives. 

 A bilateral treaty was signed between the two countries where Indian officers sent to the 

Maldives would provide expertise and training to the Maldives National Defence Force. Under 

the command of Indian officers, these helicopters were to be operated. In 2016 when agitation 

reached its peak, the Yameen government requested India to take back their choppers and 

defence personnel. 

 

 

 
 New Delhi: India and the United Kingdom have decided to conclude a Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) between the two countries by the end of this year. The announcement was made by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in a joint press conference with his United Kingdom counterpart Boris 

Johnson following delegation level talks in Hyderabad House on Friday. “We had launched an 

ambitious Roadmap 2030 to give direction to our relationship in this decade. 

 In our conversation today, we reviewed the progress made in this roadmap, and set some targets 

for the times to come. “Teams of both countries are working on the Free Trade Agreement and 

good progress has been made in the negotiations. We have decided to conclude the FTA by the 

end of this year,”  

                INDIA , UK TO CONCLUDE FTA BY END OF 2022 
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 The Prime Minister said that in the last few 

months, India has concluded FTAs with the 

UAE and Australia. “At the same pace, with the 

same commitment, we would like to move 

forward on the FTA with the UK as well,” he 

said. Johnson said: “We are telling our 

negotiators to get the FTA done by Diwali.” 

Extending a warm welcome to Johnson, Modi 

called his visit “historic”. “We have also 

agreed to enhance cooperation in the defense 

sector. We welcome the UK’s support for ‘Self-

reliant India’ in all areas, including manufacturing, technology, design and development in the 

defense sector,” he said. India and the UK also reiterated their commitment on maintaining a 

free, open, inclusive and rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. “We also discussed the many 

developments taking place at the regional and global level. We emphasized on maintaining a 

free, open, inclusive and rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific region. India welcomes the UK’s 

decision to join the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative,” Modi said. Modi said the two leaders also 

discussed infrastructure modernization plan and the National Infrastructure Pipeline. “We 

welcome the growing investment in India by UK companies. And we got to see a great example 

of this yesterday in Halol in Gujarat.” The Prime Minister said the conclusion of the 

implementation arrangements of the Global Innovation Partnership between the two countries 

will prove to be an important initiative. 

 This will further strengthen our development partnership with other countries. India and the 

UK will co-finance up to $100 million for transfer and scaling-up of ‘Made in India’ innovations 

to third countries,” he said. He said that the two countries have decided to deepen climate and 

energy partnership. “We invite the UK to join India’s National Hydrogen Mission. I heartily 

welcome the establishment of Strategic Tech Dialogue between us,” Modi said. Russia’s war on 

Ukraine also featured in the talks between Modi and Johnson. 

 The two leaders called for an immediate ceasefire and a return to dialogue and diplomacy to 

resolve the problem. “We also reiterated the importance of respect for the territorial integrity 

and sovereignty of all countries,” Modi said. The two countries reiterated their support for a 

peaceful, stable and secure Afghanistan and for an inclusive and representative government. 

Afghanistan should not be used to spread terrorism to other countries, both Modi and Johnson 

said in the joint press conference. 

 

 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 
Draft plan aimed at electric two- and three-

wheelers 

 The NITI Aayog on Thursday released a draft 

battery-swapping policy targeted at electric 

two- and three-wheelers as the government 

think tank aims to expedite large-scale 

adoption of EVs. 

 The policy proposals include incentives for 

EVs with swappable batteries, subsidies to 

firms manufacturing swappable batteries, 

technical and testing requirements, and 

reduction of GST among other things. 

 Battery swapping involves exchanging 

discharged batteries for charged ones, delinking the vehicle and fuel and hence, reducing the 

upfront cost of the vehicles.  

 The draft policy recommends prioritising all metropolitan cities with a population greater than 

four million for development of battery-swapping networks under the first phase (1-2) years, 

followed by all major cities such as State capitals, UT headquarters and cities with population 

greater than 5 lakh in the next 2-3 years. 

 Inviting stakeholder comments till June 5, the think tank states that the policy would be valid 

from the date of its public notification till March 31, 2025. 

 The NITI Aayog has also proposed that demand-side incentives offered under existing or new 

schemes for EV purchase could be made available to EVs with swappable batteries eligible under 

this policy. 

 To ensure battery safety and security of assets, swappable batteries would be equipped with 

advanced features such as IoT-based battery monitoring systems, remote monitoring and 

immobilisation capabilities, as well as other required control features. 

 

 

 
 The country can be the fulcrum of the new global order, as a peaceful democracy with economic 

prosperity 

 I have been deeply saddened by recent global developments of conflict and violence in Ukraine. 

Talk of nuclear threats have alarmed me. Regardless of provocations and causes, however 

justifiable they may seem to be, violence and consequent loss of human lives are deeply 

NI                             NITI AAYOG TARGETS EV PUSH  

                                WITH BATTERY-SWAPPING POLICY 
 

                        THIS IS INDIA’S MOMENT OF RECKONING 
 



 

5 | P a g e  
 

regrettable and avoidable. As Mahatma Gandhi’s nation, India must be a committed and 

relentless apostle of peace and non-violence, both at home and in the world. 

 

CONFLICT AND A RESHAPING 

 The Russia-Ukraine conflict portends a reshaping of the world order. Ever since the fall of the 

Berlin Wall in 1989, a paradigm of free societies, frictionless borders and open economies 

evolved to be the governing order in many nations. This catalysed freer movement of people, 

goods, services and capital across the world. Global trade and per capita GDP nearly doubled in 

this period, marking an era of general peace and prosperity. Societies and economies in the 

world became intertwined closely in the pursuit of shared global prosperity. Such tight inter-

dependence among nations will lead to fewer conflicts and promote peace, was the established 

wisdom. 

 The Russia-Ukraine conflict has dismantled this wisdom. If inter-connectedness and trade 

among nations were mutually beneficial, then it follows that its disruption and blockade will be 

mutually harmful. Retaliatory economic sanctions imposed on Russia have hurt all nations, 

albeit some more than the others. 

 Egyptians are reeling from food shortages due to their dependence on Russian and Ukrainian 

wheat, Germans suffer from high costs of heating in winter due to their dependence on Russian 

gas, Americans face a shortage of electric cars due to unavailability of car batteries that are 

dependent on Russian nickel, Sri Lankans have taken to the streets on economic woes and Indian 

farmers run the risk of high fertilizer prices triggered by a global shortage. 

 

GLOBAL VILLAGE’, A LIVED REALITY 

 Global Village’ is not just an academic term but a lived reality for the nearly eight billion people 

on the planet. This ‘Global Village’ was built on the foundation of advanced transportation 

networks, cemented with the U.S. dollar as the reserve currency and fenced by integrated 

payment systems. Any disruption to this delicate balance runs the risk of plunging the ‘Global 

Village’ into disequilibrium and derailing the lives of all. 

 India too has benefited enormously from being an active participant in this interconnected 

world, with a tripling of trade (as share of GDP) in the last three decades and providing vast 

numbers of jobs. Trade with other nations should and will always be an integral cornerstone of 

India’s economic future. A reversal towards isolationism and protectionism will be foolhardy 

and calamitous for India. 

 The Russia-Ukraine conflict is a global geo-economic conflict that threatens to hark back to the 

Cold War era of two dominant power blocs. Nations that did not condemn the Russian aggression 

in the United Nations constitute more than half the world’s population but a quarter of the world 

economy versus nations that condemned Russia, account for three-quarters of the global 
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economy. The former, the Russia-China bloc, are large producers with rising consuming power 

while the latter, the western bloc, are today’s large consumers. Any new curtain that descends 

between these two blocs and divides them will cause major upheavals to the entwined global 

economic equilibrium. 

 

A TRADE OPPORTUNITY 

 During the Cold War, when India pursued a prudent foreign policy of non-alignment, trade was 

a small part of India’s economy. Now, trade represents a significant share of India’s GDP. India’s 

trade is dependent on both these power blocs and on the current global economic structures of 

free trade, established reserve currency and transaction systems. As the western bloc of nations 

looks to reduce dependence on the Russia-China bloc of nations, it presents newer avenues for 

India to expand trade. 

 The western bloc of nations has expressed its desire to embrace a new paradigm of ‘free but 

principled trade’ that values both morals and money. While one may reasonably quibble about 

this new doctrine, India, as the largest peace-loving democracy, stands to gain enormously from 

this ‘principled trade’ aspiration of the western bloc. It presents a tremendous opportunity for 

India to become a large producing nation for the world and a global economic powerhouse. 

However, to capitalise on these opportunities, India needs free access to these markets, an 

accepted and established global currency to trade in and seamless trade settlements. 

 The American dollar has emerged as the global trade currency, bestowing an ‘exorbitant 

privilege’ on the dollar, much to the justifiable consternation of other nations. But a forced and 

hurried dismantling of this order and replacing it with rushed bilateral local currency 

arrangements can prove to be more detrimental for the global economy in the longer run. 

 I recall the time when I was part of bilateral currency negotiations such as the Indian rupee-

Russian rouble agreement in the late 1970s and 1980s, when we mutually agreed on exchange 

rates for trading purposes. Such isolated bilateral agreements are fraught with risks, but when 

trade is a small share of the economy and such agreements are limited to a few trading partners, 

it was wieldy. 

 

NEEDED, TIES ON EITHER SIDE 

 Now, with India’s robust external sector, a flourishing trading relationship with many nations 

and tremendous potential to expand trade, such bilateral arrangements are unsustainable, 

unwieldy, and perilous. Opportunities to buy discounted oil or commodities may be enticing but 

if it entails a prolonged departure from the established order of dollar-based trade settlement 

or jeopardises established trading relationships with western bloc markets, it can have longer 

term implications for India’s export potential. In the long run, India stands to gain more from 

unfettered access to the western bloc markets for Indian exports under the established trading 
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order than from discounted commodities purchased under new bilateral currency arrangements 

that seek to create a new and parallel global trade structure. 

 India thus needs not just a non-aligned doctrine for the looming new world order but also a non-

disruptive geo-economic policy that seeks to maintain the current global economic equilibrium. 

By the dint of its sheer size and scale, India can be both a large producer and a consumer. With 

rising inflation, volatile crude oil prices, global uncertainty, weak domestic private investment 

and deteriorating fiscal situation, expanded external trade in the changed global situation 

presents the best opportunity to salvage India’s economy and create large numbers of jobs for 

our youth and women. To best utilise this opportunity, India needs not just cordial relationships 

with nations on either side of the new divide but also a stable and established global economic 

environment. It is important for India to adopt a strategic economic self-interest doctrine within 

the larger paradigm of its non-alignment foreign policy. 

 

 

SOCIAL HARMONY IS A MUST 

 Just as it is in India’s best interests to balance the current geo-economic equilibrium, it is also 

imperative for India to maintain its domestic social equilibrium. To be a large-scale producing 

nation, India needs millions of factories with hundreds of millions of people of all religions and 

castes across all States to work together. Social harmony is the edifice of economic prosperity. 

Fanning mutual distrust, hate and anger among citizens, causing social disharmony is a 

shameful slide to perdition. 

 The reshaping and realignment of the world order will be a unique opportunity for India to 

reassess its foreign policy, economic policy and geo-political strategy and don the mantle of 

global leadership. Strengthening India’s global economic might through a cautious geo-economic 

strategy in the aftermath of the Russia-Ukraine conflict can potentially mark a pivotal turn in 

India’s economic history. India can be the fulcrum of this new global order, as a peaceful 

democracy with economic prosperity. But this requires India to first stem the raging communal 

divisions within. I sincerely wish and fervently hope that India can emerge as the harbinger of 

peace, harmony and prosperity in this new world. 

 

 
The U.K.’s Rwanda asylum plan is marked by a set of burning issues — moral,  

 On April 14, 2022, the British Home Secretary, Priti Patel, signed the U.K. and Rwanda Migration 

and Economic Development Partnership, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the 

United Kingdom and Rwanda. Under this MoU, most migrants who have made their way to the 

U.K. via unauthorised routes on or after January 1, 2022 will find themselves redirected to a 

       EVERYTHING ABOUT THIS REFUGEE DETERRENT PLAN IS FLAWED 
 



 

8 | P a g e  
 

holding centre in Rwanda where they will wait for the Rwandan government to make decisions 

on their asylum applications. For their assistance in hosting adult and non-criminal migrants, 

the U.K. will pay Rwanda £120 million along with an unspecified amount per migrant. The U.K. 

government refers to this as a humane solution that will deter people-smuggling operations run 

by gangs that charge desperate migrants from several war-torn and developing countries 

exorbitant prices for transit, only to endanger them by putting them on unseaworthy boats to 

cross the English Channel. 

 

BROADER DEBATE IN THE U.K. 

 While there is no doubt that people-smuggling operations need to be combated as they exploit 

and jeopardise vulnerable groups of people, the Rwanda asylum plan is not the most effective 

way to achieve this goal. 

 This plan needs to be seen in the context of the broader immigration debate in the U.K. In 2012, 

the Home Office implemented the Hostile Environment Policy that was meant to make it as hard 

as possible for any person who had arrived through an unauthorised route, to stay in the 

country. According to a 2020 report by the Institute for Public Policy Research, this policy not 

only fostered racism and discrimination against minority groups but also negatively impacted 

people who had legally arrived in the U.K. In the run-up to Brexit in 2016, more immigration 

controls were promised to regulate the flow of European Union workers, especially from Eastern 

Europe. In the right-wing British press, distinctions between legal and illegal immigrants, 

asylum seekers and refugees are seldom made clearly. This almost deliberate conflation of 

categories has worked effectively to mobilise the stereotype of an immigrant as a poor, non-

white, non-English speaking, benefits sucking and free medical care consuming person, who 

also may be a threat to national security. 

 In 2021, the Boris Johnson government introduced the Nationality and Borders Bill with one 

stated objective being to “deter illegal entry into the United Kingdom, thereby breaking the 

business model of people smuggling networks and protecting the lives of those they endanger”. 

The Rwanda asylum plan is the operationalisation of this objective. 

 

WHAT THE KEY ISSUES ARE 

 At the heart of the Rwanda asylum plan, is a set of moral, legal and political issues. First, the 

plan punishes asylum seekers for entering the U.K. using unauthorised routes. This is a clear 

violation of Article 31(1) of the Refugee Convention, 1951, which prohibits any state from 

penalising any person seeking sanctuary for entering the country illegally provided they present 

themselves to authorities on arrival. So, the plan actively discriminates against refugee and 

asylum claims made by those who do not arrive via an authorised route. The plan also 



 

9 | P a g e  
 

contravenes Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which gives everyone the 

right to “seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution”. 

 Second, the Rwanda asylum plan is unclear on what economic, financial and health-care rights 

relocated persons will have once they are in Rwanda. The U.K.’s obligations for the well-being 

of relocated persons will end once they have boarded a flight to Rwanda, a country that struggles 

with its human rights record. 

 Third, there is very little evidence to suggest that such a plan will work to combat people 

smuggling operations. However, we do need to ask why people resort to using unauthorised 

means of entry to the U.K. British immigration laws make it very difficult for people without 

money and documentation to find their way into the country for asylum, thereby forcing 

extremely vulnerable people to use clandestine migration routes. Also, there is no guarantee 

that people who have been forcibly flown to Rwanda will not try to attempt the same crossing 

into the U.K. again. In this case, the people-smuggling gangs will only increase their profits. 

 Fourth, let us look at some parallel cases. Rwanda had a similar deal with Israel which was 

scrapped in 2019. Israel deported a reported 4,000 people from Eritrea and Sudan to Rwanda 

and Uganda under a voluntary departure scheme. Many who reached Rwanda, also left shortly 

after and were found attempting to reach Europe precisely through the same people-smuggling 

routes. Those who stayed had difficulty finding employment and many were left destitute. 

Similarly, Australia had an offshoring deal with Papua New Guinea and ran a processing facility 

on Manus Island. The Papua New Guinea Supreme Court found the facility “illegal and 

unconstitutional” in 2017 and directed Australia to pay Australian $70 million as compensation 

to the 2,000 detainees at the centre. Its other processing facility on Nauru has been reported to 

have detainees with declining mental health who are at risk of self-harm; reports of child abuse 

and sexual abuse in the facility have also surfaced. 

 

HARDLY ‘WORLD-CLASS 

 So, who exactly is being protected when vulnerable people seeking refuge are forced to relocate 

to a country that has shown scant regard for rights and freedoms? Further, does not the forced 

relocation of already exposed and vulnerable people make them worse off? Ms. Patel has 

described her plan as “world-class and a world first”. It is neither. Similar experiments touted 

as humane policies to combat trafficking in migrants and refugees have failed and cost countries 

such as Australia more taxpayer money than if they had simply processed asylum applications 

and worked on integrating people into their communities. The U.K. has now shown that it is 

quite eager to run afoul of its international legal obligations along with demonstrating that it is 

willing to pay millions to build new systems of discrimination against people from the global 

south and view them as commodities. The question to put before the British government is this: 

when did abdication of a state’s responsibility towards any human being become ethical? 
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1.Consider the following statements with reference to e-Waste Management 

Rules, 2016 

1. They are notified by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, 

2. Under it, Central Pollution Control Board issues Extended Producer 

Responsibility to the producers of electrical and electronic equipment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only         b) 2 only   c) Bothl   1 and 2         c) Neither lnor 2 

 

correct Ans : B 

 

Q.2) Earth Day or International Mother Earth Day is observed every year on – 

(1) 22nd April          (2) 21st April         (3) 20th April      (4) 23rd April 

 

Correct Answer – (1) 22nd April 

Explanation:Earth Day or International Mother Earth Day is observed globally on 22 April every 

year.The Day will be celebrated all over the world to spread awareness for Earth’s wellbeing 

and to encourage people to support environmental protection.World Earth Day 2022 will mark 

the 52nd Anniversary of the day since it started being observed in 1970.Earth Day was renamed 

officially by the UN in 2009 as International Mother Earth Day.The theme of 2022 International 

Mother Earth Day is “Invest In our Planet“.The United Nations celebrates the day as 

International Mother Earth Day. It will mark the day with the theme – “Harmony with Nature”. 

 

Q.3) Which state has become the first state in the country to get an L-Route server? 

(1) Odisha         (2) Rajasthan         (3) Maharashtra       (4) Punjab 

ANS-2 

 

Q.4) Who has been appointed as the next Director-General of Military Operations (DGMO)? 

(1) Manoj Kumar Katiyar       (2) Mahesh Verma    (3) Manoj Pande  (4) Vishwas Patel 

ANS-A 

 

Q.4) ‘Fincluvation’ is a financial inclusion initiative launched by which bank? 

(1) India Post Payments Bank       (2) HDFC Bank 

(3) ICICI Bank                                (4) IDBI Bank 

 

Answer – (1) India Post Payments Bank 

Explanation: 

                                                                             IMPORTANT MCQ  
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.Q.5) World’s most powerful nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile “Sarmat” 

launched by – 

(1) US 

(2) North Korea 

(3) Russia 

(4) Japan 

 

Correct Answer – (3) Russia 

Explanation: 

Russia successfully tested Sarmat, a nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile that can 

reportedly strike any target in the world.Russian President Vladimir warned that the weapon, 

which is capable of carrying nuclear charges will make Russia’s enemies “think twice.” 

Russia’s Defence Ministry called Sarmat as the most powerful missile with the longest range of 

destruction of targets in the world, which will significantly increase the combat power of 

Russia’s strategic nuclear forces. The long-range missile has been in development since the 

2000s.The Sarmat missile test took place at the Plesetsk cosmodrome in northern Russia. 

The weapon can be deployed with 10 or more warheads on each missile. 

 

Q.6) Biliti Electric Inc will establish the World’s largest electric 3-wheeler manufacturing facility 

in – 

(1) Karnataka      (2) Odisha       (3) Telangana      (4) Tamil Nadu 

 

Correct Answer – (3) Telangana  

Explanation:Biliti Electric Inc (Biliti), based in California, United States of America, has 

announced its intention to establish the World’s largest electric three-wheeler manufacturing 

facility in Telangana.The plant will be built in 2 phases over an area of 200 acres. Phase I of 5 

acres with a capacity to produce 18000 Electric Vehicles(EV) per year will become operational 

in 2023 and the larger facility of 200 acres with a production capacity of 240000 EV per year 

will become operational in 2024.The facility will produce all the products of Biliti including the 

cargo model TaskmanTM and the passenger version UrbanTM.The facility is estimated to drive 

private investment of USD 150 million (around Rs 1,144 crore) and is expected to create more 

than 3000 jobs in Telangana. 

 

 


