
 

 
Where there is hunger, there are grains to go, says Minister 

❖ Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Director-General, World Trade Organization (WTO), is looking into 

resolving WTO rules that are making it difficult for India to export foodgrains to meet shortages 

in other countries, caused by the Russia-Ukraine war, according to Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman. The difficulties, the Minister said, included WTO rules around the export of food by 

a country that had also procured food on a Minimum Support Price basis. 

❖ Countries like India, which can probably supply [foodgrains] are facing difficulties with WTO,” 

Ms. Sitharaman told presspersons on Friday, the final full day of her visit to Washington DC for 

the World Bank/ International Monetary Fund (IMF) Spring Meetings. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TOO 

❖ At the IMF Plenary meeting on Thursday, Ms. Okonjo-Iweala said the WTO was looking at it 

[food export issues] positively,” as per the Finance Minister, who expressed optimism that the 

issue could be resolved. 

❖ So these are kind of opportunities that we are carving out of a challenging situation,” she said, 

pointing to the war having not just brought challenges to India, like having to deal with the 

global hike in commodity prices, but also opportunities. 

❖ The opportunities she listed included the export of foodgrain — such as wheat and the possibility 

of manufactured goods being exported to destinations for which supplies had become unreliable. 

❖ India has reached out to more than 20 countries regarding exporting wheat, and is targeting a 

record 15 million tonnes of wheat for export this year, as per a Bloomberg report. India is 

expected to have a surplus this year, producing more than 111 million tonnes of the crop. 

❖ India’s export of foodgrains to meet global market shortages was also discussed during External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s meetings in Washington last week. He was in the city for the 

India-U.S. ‘2+2’ foreign and defence ministers’ dialogue as well as bilateral meetings with U.S. 

officials. 

❖ “India is trying to one, of course, find markets for its product. Two, [it is trying to] be of 

meaningful assistance, so that, where there is hunger, there are grains to go, and nothing should 

stop them from going there, 
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Delhi meet20 nations to participate in conference just ahead of the Raisina Dialogue 
❖ Two days before the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) begins its annual Raisina Dialogue in 

Delhi, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval will lead discussions at India’s first such conference 

of intelligence agency chiefs, also being held in the capital on Sunday. 

❖ The conference, modelled on the lines of the annual Munich Security Conference and Singapore’s 

Shangri-La dialogue, is expected to bring together heads and deputy heads of the top intelligence 

and security organisations from more than 20 — mostly Western — countries and their allies. 

Intelligence chiefs and deputies from Australia, Germany, Israel, Singapore, Japan and New 

Zealand are among those expected to attend the conference. 

❖ Officials said the conference is being organised by country’s external intelligence agency, the 

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) that 

reports to National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval. 

❖ Sources said U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director William Burns and Canadian 

Security Intelligence Services (CSIS) director David Vigneault were expected originally, but had 

to cancel their attendance in the last few days due to different reasons. As a result, meetings on 

the sidelines of the “Five eyes alliance” of the U.S., U.K., Canada, New Zealand and Australia, 

who coordinate on terrorism and security issues, as well as a first meeting of Quad countries’ 

intelligence chiefs have been shelved. 

❖ The NSCS conference comes just before the MEA’s “flagship conference on geopolitics and 

geoeconomics”, the Raisina dialogue, held annually since 2016, kicks off on Tuesday. 

❖ Officials said that the intention of the conference was not a “meet and greet”, but a more 

“sustained” plan to make connections between the agencies. Each session will be followed by 

intensive interactions between participants and specialists in each area of intelligence 

operations. The intelligence chief meeting on Sunday will be overshadowed by the war in 

Ukraine, and the impact of Russia’s strikes on Ukrainian cities as well as measures and sanctions 

by western countries against Russia. 

❖ Along with the humanitarian situation arising from the strikes and deaths of thousands of 

civilians, American and European officials have been warning about the threat of nuclear, and 

chemical-biological warfare during the conflict. India has also been keen to ensure the focus on 

events in Europe do not take away from international cooperation on security threats in the 

region, including Afghanistan, Pakistan and from China at the Line of Actual Control. The Modi 

government’s refusal to criticise Russia directly, and continue to discuss trade and payment 

mechanisms with Moscow, circumventing the EU and the U.S. sanctions, would see more 

behind-the-scenes conversations, the sources expected. 

 

 

DOVAL TO LEAD FIRST INTERNATIONAL INTELLIGENCE HEADS 
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With the demand for power going up, what is the outlook on the renewable energy sector? 
❖ The story so far: On Friday, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin wrote to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, requesting him to ensure adequate supply of coal to the power-generating units 

in the State. In Maharashtra, Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar said the State government 

planned to import coal to cope with the power crisis. The other top power-consuming State in 

the country, Gujarat, is also planning to import coal, according to reports. Decline in coal stocks 

and the resulting power outages in several States have spurred queries of renewable energy’s 

potential to fill in for the conventional resource. Earlier this week, coal stocks in more than 100 

thermal power plants in India fell below the critical mark (less than 25% of the required stock) 

while it was less than 10% in over 50 plants across India. On Saturday, the Minister for Coal 

and Mines, Pralhad Joshi, said at present 72.5 million tonnes (MT) of coal is available at different 

sources of Coal India, Singareni Collieries and coal washeries, and 22.01 MT with thermal power 

plants. “There is sufficient coal availability in the country, to last over a month, which is being 

replenished daily with record production,”  

 

IS THERE A COAL CRISIS? 

❖ Coal accounts for 55% of the country’s energy needs, according to Mr. Joshi. The India Energy 

Outlook 2021 report of the International Energy Agency (IEA) said energy use in India has 

doubled since 2000, with 80% of demand still being met by coal, oil and solid biomass. 

Pandemic-related disruptions, however, prevented the stock-up of coal. Mining operations were 

halted to curb the spread of the virus. Despite the gradual easing into operations, mining 

activities were hampered during the monsoons, delaying arrival of stocks. With household 

demand for power picking up and the arrival of summer, combined with the sudden acceleration 

in economic activity, it has resulted in a demand-supply mismatch. The country had experienced 

a similar situation last October, but with peak summer approaching, the coal stock situation is 

more worrisome now because demand for power will be high. The energy demand will go up as 

urbanisation and the population increase. The IEA estimates that despite the shock from COVID-

19, India’s demand is expected to grow by almost 5% a year till 2040. 

 

WHAT IS THE CONSUMPTION PATTERN? 

❖ Coal is abundantly available, has shorter gestation periods and coal-based plants have lower 

capital costs than hydel and nuclear plants, therefore, making it the most viable enabler of 

energy security in the country. The conventional resource’s capacity addition is further helped 

by the increased participation of the private sector in power generation. In Washington recently, 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said India’s move away from coal will be hampered by the 

war in Ukraine. At the recently concluded Budget session, Mr. Joshi said, “Despite push for 

HOW QUICKLY CAN INDIA MOVE AWAY FROM COAL 
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renewables, [the] country will require base load capacity of coal-based generation for stability 

and also for energy security.” 

 

WHERE DOES INDIA STAND ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES? 

❖ The report of the Central Electricity Authority on optimal generation capacity mix for 2029-30 

estimates that the share of renewable energy in the gross electricity generation is expected to 

be around 40% by that financial year. The Union government has spent ₹3,793 crore until March 

14 in 2021-22 for implementing varied renewable energy-related schemes and programmes. 

❖ A total of 152.90 GW of renewable energy capacity has been installed in the country as on 

February 28, as per government figures. This includes 50.78 GW from solar power, 40.13 GW 

from wind power, 10.63 GW from bio-power, 4.84 GW from small hydel power and 46.52 GW 

from large hydel power. In accordance with the Prime Minister’s announcement at COP26 (the 

2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference), the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

aspires to install 500 GW of electricity capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. 

❖ In 2020-21, as per the CEA, 1,381.83 billion units (bu) was generated in total, of which renewable 

energy sources’ share was 297.55 bu — representing 21.5% of the overall generation. Up to 

August 2021, the share stood at 24%. “Over the next 10 years, the strong growth of renewables 

is not sufficient in the stated policies scenario to keep up with the projected pace of electricity 

demand growth, and coal-fired power generation makes up the difference...,” the IEA said in its 

report on India. 

 

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES? 

The capacity of a plant does not necessarily translate into the actual power it generates for the 

grid, some of it is lost owing to external factors such as heat or transmission losses. This applies 

for both renewable and conventional sources. 

Solar and wind energy are variable resources with ‘variability’ being particularly exposed during 

periods of peak demand. For example, solar energy is abundantly available during daytime in 

summers. However, the domestic consumption peaks in the evenings when we turn on the air-

conditioner after returning from work. With no sunlight outside then, energy requirement and 

supply face a mismatch. Another dimension to it is the seasonal variation. In monsoons, solar 

energy is barely available with wind energy available in abundance. 

Another factor is spatial variability. Regions near coastal areas enjoy more wind and therefore, 

possess greater ability to produce wind energy, like Gujarat, in comparison to States which are 

drier and experience more sunlight, like Rajasthan. Use of renewable energy, therefore, would 

essentially require a balancing act. 

 

WHAT ABOUT TRANSMISSION AND STORAGE? 
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❖ Transmission and storage are central to addressing variability issues. They help cope with the 

‘duck curve’ power demand among consumers in India. Resembling a duck, the curve is a 

graphical representation exhibiting the difference between the demand and availability of 

energy through the day. With both wind and solar being variable sources — it becomes 

imperative to establish a complementing model. This would require import and export 

technologies between States as well as optimising the trade between those with differing 

demand and production profiles. “Thermal plants in the eastern region, by contrast, provide 

flexibility for demand centres to the south and west, which have high industrial and agricultural 

loads and may call on imports during periods of low renewables availability,” IEA says. 

 

 
❖ India has agreed to extend an additional $500 million credit line to help Sri Lanka import fuel, 

Finance Minister Ali Sabry said, amid delays in chalking out a bailout package with the IMF to 

mitigate the dire financial crisis facing the island nation. 

❖ “India has agreed to provide an additional $500 million for our fuel imports,” Mr. Sabry said on 

Friday, while adding that he was hopeful that New Delhi would consider handing out another $1 

billion dollars as a credit line. 

❖ India has already agreed to defer $1.5 billion in import payments that Sri Lanka needs to make 

to the Asian Clearing Union. 

❖ On Friday, New Delhi extended the tenure of a $400 million currency swap arrangement with 

Colombo. 

 

 
❖ India on Friday extended the duration of a $400 million currency swap facility with Sri Lanka 

which it had concluded with the island nation in January. 

❖ This was the first extension of an international debt instrument to Sri Lanka after the 

government led by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on April 12 temporarily suspended debt 

servicing. 

❖ “India's unstinted and multi-faceted support to Sri Lanka continued. As ongoing currency 

support, @RBI extended the duration of the $400 million currency swap for @CBSL which was 

concluded in #January this year,” India’s High Commission in Colombo said on Twitter. 

❖ The debt default came as the island nation was grappling with economic crisis, forex shortages 

and a balance of payments crisis. 

❖ Sri Lanka had also drawn on Indian credit lines worth $1 billion for essential imports and 

separate ones for the importation of fuel. 

         INDIA  TO EXTEND $500 MN CREDIT LINE TO IMPORT FUEL’ 
 

                 INDIA  EXTENDS DURATION OF $400 MN CURRENCY  
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❖ Meanwhile, PM Mahinda Rajapaksa expressed Sri Lanka’s gratitude to Chinese premier Li 

Keqiang for Beijing’s assurances of support. 

❖ “Had a very productive conversation with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. I reiterated #SriLanka’s 

gratitude to #China for the longstanding friendship and for assuring support to address some 

of the crucial needs affecting peoples’ livelihoods and well-being in these difficult times," he said 

in a tweet. 

 

 

CEC urges members of Indian community to register as overseas electors 

❖ Chief Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra, during a recent visit to South Africa and Mauritius, 

urged Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) to register as overseas electors and told them that a proposal 

on postal ballots for NRIs was being contemplated, the Election Commission of India said on 

Friday. 

❖ An ECI delegation led by Mr. Chandra visited the two countries from April 9 to 19 and interacted 

with groups of NRIs, apart from holding meetings with election management bodies of the 

countries, the statement said. 

❖ “During the interaction with members of the Indian community, the CEC urged them to register 

as overseas voters as the present numbers are abysmally low. 

❖ He also shared with the members that extension of Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot 

System (ETPBS) facility to overseas voters is being contemplated,” the ECI said. 

❖ In meetings with NRI groups, Mr. Chandra spoke of the experience of conducting elections in 

India, which has 950 million voters in over 1 million polling stations. 

 

ONLINE VOTING 

❖ Mr. Chandra’s visit and interactions with NRIs came after Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 

informed the Lok Sabha in March that the government was exploring the possibility of allowing 

online voting for NRIs. 

❖ The ECI had written to the Law Ministry in 2020 proposing that NRIs be allowed to vote through 

postal ballots, following which the matter has been under consideration by the government. 

❖ While the ECI at present allows NRIs to register as overseas electors as long as they have not 

acquired the citizenship of another country, they have to reach their respective polling booths 

to cast their votes in person on voting day. 

❖ According to an ECI official, as of now there are only 1.12 lakh registered overseas electors.  

 

 
 

                    POSTAL  BALLOT FOR NRIS BEING CONTEMPLATED’ 
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Maintaining current export trend unlikely to be easy’ 

❖ Engineering exporters’ representative association EEPC India said it expects sanctions on 

Russia, imposed in the wake of its invasion of Ukraine, to help open up opportunities for Indian 

exporters. 

❖ Sanctions could bring opportunities for Indian engineering exporters to replace Russia in the 

global market, Chairman Mahesh Desai was quoted as saying in an EEPC statement. But, he also 

warned that the war posed significant risks to economies and trade globally. 

❖ Besides the war, a rise in COVID-19 cases in China was a major challenge for the smooth 

functioning of global supply chains. Other factors detrimental to maintaining the ‘good show’ of 

FY22 include inflation pressure in the U.S., real estate instability in China as well as rising steel 

prices in India. Some financial issues were also likely to act as a bottleneck to exports in the 

months ahead, he said. 

❖ India’s engineering exports rose more than 46% to $112.10 billion in FY22, surpassing the 

$107.34 billion target set by the Centre. As many as 32 out of the 34 engineering product panels 

witnessed growth in the fiscal. The share of engineering in total merchandise exports was 

26.7%, the EEPC said in the statement. 

❖ For the first time, monthly engineering exports crossed the $11-billion mark in March, rising 

19.7% to $11.13 billion. 

❖ The top 25 export destinations that include the U.S., the UAE, China, Germany, Italy and 

Singapore accounted for almost 75% of India’s total engineering exports. 

❖ Exports to China, however, declined 44.5% in March to $316 million. For the fiscal year, total 

exports to China were higher at $5.45 billion ($4.84 billion). 

 

 
A pragmatic approach is the first of options available to resolve the festering India-Sri Lanka 

fisheries dispute 

❖ After a gap of 15 months, the India-Sri Lanka Joint Working Group (JWG) on fisheries held its 

much-awaited deliberations (in virtual format) on March 25. But between the two meetings of 

the JWG, a number of events — some of them unfortunate — have occurred in the Palk Bay region 

that encompasses India’s Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka’s Northern Province. For instance, seven 

fishermen — five from Tamil Nadu and two from Sri Lanka — have died in “mid-sea clashes”. 

Just as sections of fishermen from the Palk Bay bordering districts of Tamil Nadu continue to 

transgress the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL), cases of many of them getting 

arrested and their boats being impounded by the Sri Lankan authorities continue. What has 

precipitated matters is that in early February, the impounded boats, around 140 in number, 

were auctioned despite a bilateral understanding on the matter. 

GLOBAL SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA MAY HELP SPUR INDIAN EXPORTS: EEPC 

        FISHING FOR WORKABLE SOLUTIONS IN THE PALK BAY 
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TRAWLING AS AN ISSUE 

❖ Apart from poaching in the territorial waters of Sri Lanka, the use of mechanised bottom 

trawlers is another issue that has become a bone of contention between the fishermen of the 

two countries; the dispute is not just between the two states. This method of fishing, which was 

once promoted by the authorities in India, is now seen as being extremely adverse to the marine 

ecology, and has been acknowledged so by India. The actions of the Tamil Nadu fishermen 

adversely affect their counterparts in the Northern Province who are also struggling to come to 

terms with life after the civil war. The ongoing economic crisis in the island nation has only 

worsened their plight. 

❖ At the same time, the fishermen of Tamil Nadu experience a genuine problem — the lack of 

fishing areas consequent to the demarcation of the IMBL in June 1974. If they confine themselves 

to Indian waters, they find the area available for fishing full of rocks and coral reefs besides 

being shallow. The distance between Dhanushkodi (Tamil Nadu) and the IMBL is nine nautical 

miles (NM) while the maximum distance — Devipattinam and the IMBL — is 34 NM. Under the 

Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing Regulation Act 1983, mechanised fishing boats can fish only beyond 

3 NM from the coast. This explains the trend of the fishermen having to cross the IMBL 

frequently. Another factor is that the people of the two countries in general and fisherfolk in 

particular have common threads of language, culture and religion, all of which can be used 

purposefully to resolve any dispute. 

❖ It is because of this factor as well as the plight of the fishermen of the Northern Province that 

the two governments have been repeatedly saying that the whole problem has to be looked at 

from humanitarian and livelihood angles. 

 

FISHER-LEVEL TALKS 

❖ With the problem having been discussed by the JWG, and earlier during the visit of India’s 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Sri Lanka, in March as well, it is time steps are taken 

to take the process forward. The present situation, which is otherwise very stressful for Sri 

Lanka in view of the economic crisis, can be utilised to bring the fishermen of the two countries 

to the negotiating table. This is because the Indian government’s two-month ban on fishing on 

the east coast of the country began on April 15. It is up to Sri Lanka now to ensure that the talks 

take place as the Indian side is keen on resuming fisherfolk-level deliberations. As several 

substantive issues were discussed threadbare in the previous rounds of such meetings — the last 

one was in New Delhi in November 2016 — only some fine-tuning of the respective positions had 

to be done. 

❖ While Indian fishermen can present a road map for their transition to deep sea fishing or 

alternative methods of fishing, the Sri Lankan side has to take a pragmatic view that the 
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transition cannot happen abruptly. To elicit a favourable response from the fishermen of the 

Northern Province, the Tamil Nadu fishermen have to commit themselves to a short and swift 

transition for which the governments in India ( Central and State) have to come forward to 

perform the role of guarantors. Also, whenever there is a genuine complaint about Tamil Nadu 

fishermen having damaged the properties of the Northern Province’s fishermen, the Indian 

government can compensate this through the proper channels of Sri Lanka. 

 

DEEP SEA FISHING 

❖ In the meantime, India will have to modify its scheme on deep sea fishing to accommodate the 

concerns of its fishermen, especially those from Ramanathapuram district, so that they take to 

deep sea fishing without any reservation. The revised scheme has to absorb satisfactorily not 

only the unit cost of long liners but also the running cost. Also, there is a compelling need for 

the Central and State governments to implement in Tamil Nadu the Pradhan Mantri Matsya 

Sampada Yojana in a proactive manner. The scheme, which was flagged off two years ago, covers 

alternative livelihood measures too including seaweed cultivation, open sea cage cultivation, and 

sea/ocean ranching. 

❖ During Mr. Jaishankar’s visit, India had signed a memorandum of understanding with Sri Lanka 

for the development of fisheries harbours. This can be modified to include a scheme for deep 

sea fishing to the fishermen of the North. It is a welcome development that the JWG has agreed 

to have joint research on fisheries, which should be commissioned at the earliest. Such a study 

should cover the extent of the adverse impact of bottom trawling in the Palk Bay region. 

❖ Simultaneously, the two countries should explore the possibility of establishing a permanent 

multi-stakeholder institutional mechanism to regulate fishing activity in the region. At the same 

time, Sri Lanka should take a lenient view of the situation and refrain from adopting a rigid and 

narrow legal view of matters concerning the release of 16 fishermen or impounded fishing boats 

(around 90 in number). Any delay in this will only increase the bitterness between the two 

countries at a time when the economic crisis of Sri Lanka is generating empathy in India. What 

everyone needs to remember is that the fisheries dispute is not an insurmountable problem. A 

number of options are available to make the Palk Bay not only free of troubles but also a model 

for collaborative endeavours in fishing. 

 

 
❖ The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has said it will construct the world’s highest tunnel at 

Shinku La Pass at an altitude of 16,580ft, connecting Himachal Pradesh to the Union Territory 

of Ladakh. 

 

❖ Aims to surpass the highest tunnels in China and Peru 

                              WORLD’S HIGHEST TUNNEL IN INDIA  
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❖ Construction to begin in July 2022 

❖ Will significantly reduce travel time from Manali to enter Zanskar Valley 

 

WORLD’S HIGHEST TUNNEL:  

❖ The BRO, responsible for building and maintaining roads across the northern regions of India, 

will start construction on the record-breaking tunnel by July 2022, the organisation’s director, 

Lieutenant General Rajeev Chaudhary, told PTI.  Chaudhary made the comment on Sunday at 

the opening of the strategically important road between Himachal and Zanskar Valley at Shinku 

La Pass.  

 

❖ He added that the central government has set up a BRO team called ‘Project Yojak’ to oversee 

the project. The tunnel is expected to be operational for vehicles by 2025. As of now, the highest 

tunnels are located in China and Peru, both not exceeding 16,000 feet above sea level. 

 

TUNNEL BENEFITS AND IMPORTANCE 

❖ Officials from BRO stated that the new tunnel will cut down travel time from Himachal Pradesh 

to Ladakh. Shinku La Pass acts as the border between the two regions, and will host the south 

portal of the tunnel.  

❖ On the other hand, the north portal will provide access to motorists to enter Lakhang and the 

Zanskar Valley. As of now, one has  to travel more than 100km from Manali to Darcha before 

taking the turn towards Shinku La Pass and entering Zanskar Valley.  

❖ BRO has previously built the highest motorable road, Umling La, in eastern Ladakh at 19,300ft. 

This region also boasts seven of the highest motorable passes in the world, each being 17,000ft 

above sea level. In February 2022, BRO received the award for building the ‘World’s Longest 

Highway Tunnel above 10,000 Feet’, the Atal Tunnel by World Book of Records. 

 

 

 

1.Which State in India is set to become the third in the northeast to make gambling and 

online gaming legal? 

A.Meghalaya         B.Nagaland               C. Mizoram          D. Assam 

 

ANS-A 

 

2.Name this gentleman in the picture, a former member of the Prime Minister's Economic 

Advisory Council, who is set to take over as the next vice-chairman of the NITI Aayog from 

May 2022. 

                                     IMPORTANT MCQ  
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A.Nirupam Sen            B. Arvind Panagariya          C. Kamal Pant         D. Suman K. Bery 

 

ANS-D 

 

3.Which group of islands, that were seized by the former Soviet Union during the second 

World War, is being claimed by Japan as its sovereign territory? 

A.Hisaka           B.Northern Territories            C. Ishigaki        D.Western Islets 

 

ANS-B 

 

4.During UK PM Boris Johnson’s visit to India, it was decided that the UK would create a 

license for India – the first such for the Indo-Pacific region - to help shorten delivery time 

for India’s defence procurement. What is this license called? 

A.Weapons Export License                        B.   Defense Export Clearance Bill 

C.Open General Export Licence                  D.UK Strategic Export License – Asia Pacific 

 

ANS-C 

 

5.The Kachin Independence Army and Karen National Union are armed “rebel” groups 

belonging to which country? 

A.Cambodia          B.Vietnam           C.Myanmar          D,Thailand 

 

6.In February 2021, India signed the Uthuru Thila Falhu harbour development deal with 

which country to develop the National Defence Force Coast Guard Harbour? 

A.Reunion Island      B. Papua New Guinea        C.Maldives         D.Mauritius 

 

ANS-C 

 

7.Which country recently announced that it had signed a landmark security pact with the 

Solomon Islands? 

A.China          B. Australia         C.Russia         D.The USA 

 

ANS-A 

 

8.The U.K. government signed a Memorandum of Understanding with which country to 

combat the refugee crisis? 

A.Rwanda         B.Burundi       C. Uganda        D.  Tanzania 
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ANS-A 

 

9._ banned the ‘India Out’ campaign, calling it a ‘threat’ to national security. 

A.Sri Lanka      B.The Maldives    C. China           D.Pakistan 

 

ANS-B 


