
 

 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is hoping to have all three development flights 

planned for its ‘baby rocket’ — the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) — in 2022 itself. 

 Three development flights have been approved. 2022 is our target [for all three],” ISRO 

chairman S. Somanath told The Hindu during a recent visit to the city. 

 All three missions, to be carried out from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, would 

carry payloads,  

 The first development flight is expected to take place in June. 

 Designed as a ‘launch on demand’ and a cheaper alternative for placing small payloads in orbit, 

it would have multiple mounting options for nano, micro and small satellites, Vikram Sarabhai 

Space Centre (VSSC) sources said. 

 Physically, the SSLV is a three-stage rocket with a height of 34 metres and lift-off weight of 120 

tonnes. By comparison, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) — ISRO’s ‘reliable workhorse’ 

stands 44 metres tall, has four stages and has a lift-off mass of 320 tonnes for its ‘XL’ variant. 

 All three stages of the SSLV will be solid propulsion stages. 

PRIVATE PARTICIPATION 

 Being developed with private participation, the SSLV will be able to place 500 kg payloads in 

low-earth orbit. 

 ISRO had performed ground tests on a new solid booster stage for its new launch vehicle on 

March 14 this year. 

 Last December, Union Minister of State (Independent Charge), Science & Technology, Jitendra 

Singh, told the Rajya Sabha that the Centre has sanctioned a total of ₹169 crore for the 

development project. 

 This includes the cost of development, qualification of vehicle systems and flight demonstration 

through the three planned development flights labelled SSLV-D1, SSLV-D2 and SSLV-D3. 

Hardware and structures for the project — solid motor cases, nozzle sub-systems and inter-stage 

structures included — will be realised through private industry participation 

 Indonesia, the world’s biggest producer of palm oil, would be banning all exports of the 

commodity to reduce domestic shortages of cooking oil and bring down its skyrocketing prices. 

 Due to short supply of alternative vegetable oils, lower-than-expected output from the second-

biggest palm oil producer Malaysia due to pandemic-induced labour shortage, the global food 

inflation linked to the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis, the global prices of crude palm oil (CPO) 

have been rising significantly since the end of last year. To control these prices the Indonesian 

government introduced price caps for palm oil which led to hoarding and re-selling. All of these 
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factors along with producers being discouraged from making more oil led to an acute shortage 

of cooking oil in Indonesia. 

 India is the biggest importer of palm oil. Already grappling with record-high wholesale inflation, 

the late January export controls exercised by Indonesia had led to a 38% rise in the landed cost 

of CPO in India. The current ban is going to make the situation worse. 

 Indonesia, the world’s biggest producer, exporter, and consumer of palm oil, will ban all exports 

of the commodity and its raw materials from April 28 to reduce domestic shortages of cooking 

oil and bring down its skyrocketing prices, the country’s President, Joko Widodo, announced on 

April 22. The announcement came amid surging global food prices as a consequence of the 

ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. Food prices rose by almost 13% globally in March according to 

the United Nations. It also coincided with the spring meetings of the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund in Washington D.C., where policymakers raised global food 

security concerns, emphasising that countries should avoid hoarding food stocks and refrain 

from exercising export controls. 

HOW IMPORTANT IS PALM OIL TO GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS? 

 Palm oil is the world’s most widely used vegetable oil with its global production in crop year 

2020 exceeding 73 million tonnes (MT), according to the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA). Output is estimated to be 77 MT for the current year. Made from the African 

oil palm, it is used as cooking oil, and in everything from cosmetics to processed food to cleaning 

products. 

 The oil palm industry has come under criticism for what are reportedly unsustainable 

production practices leading to deforestation, and exploitative labour practices carried forward 

from the colonial era. 

 However, palm oil is preferred by many as it is inexpensive; oil palms produce more oil per 

hectare than other vegetable oil plants. Indonesia and Malaysia together account for almost 90% 

of the global palm oil production, with Indonesia producing the largest quantity at over 43 MT 

in the 2021 crop year. 

 According to Reuters, palm oil makes up 40% of the global supply of the four most widely used 

edible oils: palm, soybean, rapeseed (canola), and sunflower oil. Indonesia is responsible for 

60% of the global supply of palm oil. 

WHY ARE THE PRICES OF EDIBLE OILS RISING? 

 The prices of palm oil rose this year as demand increased because of the short supply of 

alternative vegetable oils. The production of soybean oil, the second most-produced oil, is 

expected to take a hit this year due to a poor end soybean season in major producer Argentina. 

The production of canola oil was hit in Canada last year due to drought; and supplies of 
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sunflower oil, 80-90% of which is produced by Russia and Ukraine, has been badly hit due to 

the ongoing conflict. 

 Consumers across the globe have been bearing the brunt of these factors, with the pandemic 

driving up global edible oil prices to record highs. After Indonesia’s unprecedented 

announcement to ban palm oil exports, global prices of other vegetable oils saw spikes. The price 

of soybean oil on April 22, saw a 4.5% rise, taking it to a record high of 83.21 cents per pound 

on the Chicago Board of Trade. Soy oil prices have already seen a 50% rise so far this year. 

HOW BAD IS INDONESIA’S PALM OIL CRISIS? 

 Indonesia uses palm oil for cooking purposes. The palm oil used for cooking is made by 

processing crude palm oil (CPO). Due to short supply of alternative vegetable oils, lower-than-

expected output from the second-biggest palm oil producer Malaysia due to pandemic-induced 

labour shortage, the global food inflation linked to the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis, the 

global prices of CPO had risen significantly since the end of last year. 

 The price of CPO rose from an already high rate of $1,131 per metric tonne in 2021 to its highest 

ever price of $1,552 in February this year. The global rise affected the price of palm oil in 

Indonesia, which sells two types of cooking oil — expensive branded cooking oil and cheaper 

non-branded oil in bulk. The country saw the price of branded palm oil go from 14,000 

Indonesian rupiah (IDR) per litre in March 2021, to 22,000 IDR in March this year. 

 In order to make cooking oil affordable, the Indonesian government introduced price caps in 

late January; deciding that the MRP of branded oil could not exceed 14,000 IDR, while that of 

the local product would remain at 11,500 IDR. The issue of consumers hoarding the commodity 

and reports of it being resold, made the government introduce a two-litre-per-person rule for 

buying cooking oil. Some sellers were inking the fingers of consumers, as done during voting, 

to ensure that they don’t buy twice. 

 Amid reports of hoarding of cooking oil by consumers and producers, and producers being 

discouraged from making more oil owing to the gap between rising global prices and capped 

prices at home, Indonesia, the biggest palm oil maker, started witnessing an acute shortage of 

cooking oil. To meet domestic demand, the government announced another policy called 

domestic market obligation (DMO), under which it required CPO exporters to sell 20% of export 

volume domestically, at a fixed price of 9,300 IDR per kg. This was later increased to 30%. 

 These policies, observers said, had an inverse effect on the domestic supply as the price controls 

and domestic quotas became ineffective amid the global price rise. The government retracted 

the price caps and export quota in late March but introduced a tax on exports, should the global 

prices go beyond $1,500 per metric tonne. 
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 Indonesian Trade Minister Muhammad Lutfi also accused producers of engaging in illegal 

hoarding, cartel practices and of acquiring illicit export permits amid the export restrictions. 

Investigations into both these matters are currently underway in the country. 

 The cooking oil shortage could in part also be attributed to Indonesia using large quantities of 

CPO to make biodiesel, which it has branded as ‘green diesel’, despite palm oil production being 

known to be environmentally degrading. In late 2019, the country increased the palm oil content 

to be used in biodiesel to 30%. Reuters reported that it used over seven MT of palm oil out of 

its total national output of 41.4 MT in 2020, on biodiesel. 

HOW WILL IT IMPACT INDIA? 

 India is the biggest importer of palm oil which makes up 40% of its vegetable oil consumption, 

as per the USDA. India meets half of its annual need for 8.3 MT of palm oil from Indonesia. Last 

year, the Centre also unveiled its plan to boost India’s domestic palm oil production. 

 Already grappling with record-high wholesale inflation, the late January export controls 

exercised by Indonesia had led to a 38% rise in the landed cost of CPO in India. The price of 

soybean oil, most consumed after palm oil, rose by 29% in the country this year; while sunflower 

oil, 90% of which India gets from Russia and Ukraine, stopped coming in almost completely. 

 Amid this situation, India had requested Indonesia in March to increase palm oil shipments to 

make up for the short supply and expensive alternatives. Despite the rising prices of the 

commodity, India’s palm oil imports jumped 21% in March from the previous month as traders 

moved to secure alternatives to sunflower oil that could no longer be bought from Ukraine, four 

dealers told Reuters. 

 After the ban was announced by Indonesia, Atul Chaturvedi, president of the Solvent Extractors’ 

Association of India told The Hindu BusinessLine “This uncalled-for action (by Indonesia) has 

got massive repercussions for India. Local prices in Indonesia may fall as a result of this decision, 

but prices in India may skyrocket. It is going to be a difficult time.” 

 

 

 Centre plans revamp of the Civil Registration System that is linked to National Population 

Register 

 The Union government is planning to revamp the Civil Registration System (CRS) to enable the 

registration of birth and death in real-time with minimum human intervention and independent 

of location, according to the 2020-21 annual report of the Union Home Ministry. 

 The CRS, run by the Registrar-General of India (RGI), is linked to the National Population 

Register (NPR), which already has a database of 119 crore residents. The report said there was 
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a need to update the NPR, first collated in 2010 and updated in 2015 with Aadhaar, mobile phone 

and ration card numbers, “to incorporate the changes due to birth, death and migration. The 

NPR is to be updated with the decennial Census exercise that has been postponed indefinitely 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The report said, “The CRS system is facing challenges in terms of timelines, efficiency and 

uniformity, leading to delayed and under-coverage of birth and death. To address the challenges 

faced by the system in providing prompt service delivery to the public, the Government of India 

has decided to introduce transformational changes in the Civil Registration System of the 

country through an IT [information technology]-enabled backbone leading to registration of 

birth and death in real-time basis with minimum human intervention.” 

SUSTAINABLE CHANGE 

 It said the changes would be in terms of automating the process delivery points so that the 

service delivery was time-bound, uniform and free from discretion. “The changes would be 

sustainable, scalable and independent of the location.” 

 Last year, several instances of the online registration system being compromised were reported 

from States, with the login IDs and passwords of sub-registrars compromised and available in 

the open domain. 

 Following this, Deputy Registrar-General Sandhya Singh issued an advisory to the Chief 

Registrars of all States to avoid the misuse of the online portal user and login ID. 

 “A few State governments have reported issuance of fake birth and death certificates, including 

misuse of the user/login ID and password created in the existing portal/software developed for 

online registration of birth and death by unauthorised persons. This has resulted in the 

registration of criminal cases in some instances,” the July 28, 2021 advisory said. 

 At present, the online software available on www.crsorgi.gov.in is operational in 22 States and 

Union Territories. 

AMENDMENTS TO ACT 

 The RGI that functions under the Home Ministry has proposed amendments to the Registration 

of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 that will enable it to “maintain the database of registered birth 

and deaths at the national level”. 

 According to the proposed amendments, the database may be used to update the population 

register, electoral register, Aadhaar, ration card, passport and driving licence databases, The 

Hindu had reported. 

 The registration of birth and death is mandatory under the Act and the Chief Registrar is 

mandated to publish a statistical report on the registered births and deaths during the year. 
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 The RGI is empowered under Section 3(3) of the 1969 Act to take steps to coordinate and unify 

the activities of the Chief Registrars of births and deaths of all States. 

 The Ministry report noted that the proportion of total registered births and deaths had steadily 

increased over the years. 

 “The registration level of births has increased to 89.3% in 2018 from 81.3% in 2009. On the 

other hand, the registration level of deaths has increased from 66.9% in 2009 to 86% in 2018,” 

it pointed out, adding that the level of total registration of deaths was lower than that of births 

in the States except Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim and Tamil Nadu and the Union 

Territories of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu and 

Lakshadweep. 

 “Lower level of death registration may partly be attributed to non-reporting of domiciliary 

deaths and deaths of females and infants,” it said. 

 

 

 Russia cut off natural gas to NATO members Poland and Bulgaria on Wednesday and threatened 

to do the same to other countries, dramatically escalating its stand-off with the West over the 

war in Ukraine. European leaders decried the move as “blackmail”. 

 A day after the U.S. and other Western allies vowed to speed more and heavier weapons to 

Ukraine, the Kremlin used its most most essential export as leverage against two of Kyiv’s 

staunch backers. Gas prices in Europe shot up on the news. 

 Poland has been a major gateway for the delivery of weapons to Ukraine and confirmed this 

week that it is sending the country tanks. Bulgaria, under a new liberal government that took 

office last fall, has cut many of its old ties to Moscow and supported sanctions against Russia 

over its invasion. 

 The gas cuts do not immediately put the two countries in dire trouble. Poland has been working 

for several years to line up other sources of energy, and the continent is heading into summer, 

making gas less essential for households. 

 Yet the cut-off and the Kremlin warning that other countries could be next sent shivers of worry 

through the 27-nation European Union. 

 Western leaders and analysts portrayed the move by Russia as a bid to divide the Western allies 

and undermine their unity in support of Ukraine. 

 “It comes as no surprise that the Kremlin uses fossil fuels to try to blackmail us,” said EU 

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen. “Today, the Kremlin failed once again in his 
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attempt to sow division amongst member states. The era of Russian fossil fuel in Europe is 

coming to an end.” 

 State-controlled Russian giant Gazprom said it was shutting off the two countries because they 

refused to pay in Russian rubles, as President Vladimir Putin had demanded. 

 Fatih Birol, executive director of the Paris-based International Energy Agency, said the cut-off 

was a “weaponisation of energy supplies” 

 

Move comes amid global price surge 

 With urea and fertilizer prices shooting up in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Union 

Cabinet on Wednesday approved an enhancement in subsidies on non-urea fertilisers for the 

upcoming Kharif crop, to ₹60,939 crore. 

 While the government fixes the retail price of urea and subsidises producers based on the 

difference between costs and the fixed selling price, it pays a subsidy to non-urea fertiliser 

makers on the basis of nutrient-based rates. 

 “The increase in the international prices of Di-ammonium phosphate (DAP) and its raw 

materials have been primarily absorbed by the Union Government,” the Chemicals and 

Fertilizers Ministry said. 

 The subsidy will be ₹2,501 per bag on DAP, instead of the existing subsidy of ₹1,650 per bag, 

which is a 50% increase over last year’s subsidy rates. 

 The increase in the prices of DAP and its raw material is in the range of about 80%. 

 

 The spate of riots that erupted around the recently held Ram Navami festival and Hanuman 

Jayanti in States such as Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Bihar, West Bengal, Rajasthan and in Delhi’s 

Jahangirpuri seem to be have begun a new chapter in Hindu-Muslim violence. The last time such 

a cycle of Hindu-Muslim violence erupted simultaneously in so many States was after the Babri 

Masjid demolition on December 6, 1992. While the demolition of the Babri Masjid triggered riots 

in various parts of India that year, no such singular tragic event could be attributed to the 

current cycle of violence, indicating a radical shift in not just inter-faith relations at the societal 

level but also in State-community relations. 

 In recent events, the demolition drive after the violence saw, for example, the use of a bulldozer 

in Jahangirpuri; the entrance of its local Jama Masjid was damaged. Thus, from the Babri 

Masjid’s destruction to the demolition of a part of Jahangirpuri’s Jama Masjid this year, it has 

been a full circle in the right’s approach to the Hindu- Muslim issue. Between 1992 to 2022, the 

Hindu right’s politics seems have etched the word ‘demolition’ in the journey of Muslim identity 

               CENTRE ENHANCES SUBSIDY FOR NON-UREA FERTILIZERS 
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in modern India. At the time of the Babri Masjid’s demolition in 1992, the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP)-governed four States: Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh; 

and these governments were dismissed by the P.V. Narasimha Rao government of the Congress 

after the demolition. 

 Some commentators who questioned these dismissals tried to justify the secular credentials of 

these BJP governments by citing the absence of riots in these States. But these days, such claims 

about BJP-ruled States cannot be made. Instead, according to reports, riots may be engineered 

to perpetuate polarisation even in non-BJP ruled States, with Muslim victims presented as 

perpetrators. 

ALMOST ‘STANDARD PRACTICE’ 

 In the present instance, the Supreme Court of India has intervened, fortunately, and has made 

sharp observations about the use of a bulldozer in Jahangirpuri. But the point is that the use of 

the bulldozer as a ‘solution’ to rioting has emerged as standard practice in several BJP-governed 

States. While Uttar Pradesh is the first State in India to use the bulldozer as an extra-judicial 

weapon, other States such as Madhya Pradesh (in the instance of violence in Khargone) and 

Gujarat (in the violence in Sabarkantha) too have justified it as the final solution. Riots are not 

specific to India, and happen even in developed countries, for example, race riots in America. 

But in no other country does the state deploy bulldozers as a solution. 

A QUESTIONING OF BELONGING 

 In Jahangirpuri, for example, BJP leaders have brought in the ‘presence’ of Rohingya and 

Bangladeshi refugees as a factor, as if their clusters are integral to all Muslim neighbourhoods. 

Like all ideological movements, the right seems to use invented facts in a reckless manner to 

promote its ideological propaganda. By virtue of this, the right has been able to present Indian 

Muslims — one of the most deprived communities in modern India — as the most pampered one 

in public perception using the allegation of appeasement over the years. By bringing ‘Rohingya 

and Bangladeshi refugees’ into the conversation, the right seeks to question the legitimacy of 

Muslim belonging. With the fact of there being no historical right to homeland, the ‘right to 

home’ evaporates. Hence the use of the bulldozer becomes the most apt intervention. 

 Neither riot nor religious procession is new in India. What is new, however — and as the media 

reports — is the use of incendiary slogans that are meant to hurt the Muslim community, and 

resorting to aggressive acts such as the display of swords in order to try and provoke retaliation, 

thereby leading to riots. While further inquiry would lead to the discovery of more facts that 

have led to or aggravated the violence, the truth is that there is a deliberate attempt to change 

the nature of what are purely religious processions, thus marking the deeper penetration of a 

Hindutva ideology into otherwise routine religious life. 
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CHANGE IN STATE’S APPROACH 

 On Hindu-Muslim violence in India, there is robust scholarship by scholars of various 

disciplines. Here, there are two observations on which there is consensus: first, Muslims suffer 

disproportionately in terms of loss in lives and livelihood in riots. Second, the main cause for 

communal violence is most often trivial. What has changed now is that communal violence can 

occur even without there being a trivial reason. What is even more intriguing now is the 

difference in the state’s approach to grappling with riots and post-riot situations as opposed to 

a pre-majoritarian moment in Indian politics. In the past (particularly under the so-called 

secular regimes), the general approach applied to handling post-riot situations included the 

setting up of a judicial investigation; compensation for victims; a visit by leaders such as Chief 

Ministers or even the Prime Minister to the violence-hit neighbourhoods. For example, then 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited Muzaffarnagar after the violence in 2013. 

 On the other hand, after the Jahangirpuri incident, the Delhi Chief Minister, like leaders in the 

BJP, has chosen not to visit. It has been argued that by doing so, the Chief Minister has ‘smartly 

avoided’ falling into the BJP-laid trap in this atmosphere of toxic communal politics. But the fact 

is by doing so, the Delhi Chief Minister has only internalised the fear of the Hindutva narrative 

and has sub-consciously trapped himself on the BJP’s terms. Any ideological politics requires 

clarity over convictions and fearlessness in its execution. Therefore, it is futile to claim to 

represent an alternative to the right today without having clarity over citizen’s rights and a 

confidence to perform the solemn duties of a public servant 

 

 

 

The Twitter Board has approved Elon Musk’s buyout offer. How much is he willing to shell out 

for it? 

A.$1.4 trillion                B. $55 billion          C. $44 billion        D.  $14 billion 

ANS-C 

2.Which two entities are partnering for Azadi ki Amrit Kahaniyan, a series of films about women 

change-makers? 

A.The Indian government and Amazon Prime        B. Netflix and the Indian government 

C.Netflix and Prasar Bharti                                      D.  Prasar Bharti and Disney Plus 

IMPORTANT MCQ  
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ANS-B 

3.To what era did Charlotte Brontë belong? 

A.Romantic and Victorian era          B. Tudor era             C.Edwardian era      D. Elizabethan era 

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm: 

1. Scheme aims to raise the domestic production of palm oil by three times to 11 lakh MT by 

2025-26. 

2. Scheme gives special emphasis to India’s terai region and Lakshadweep Islands for Palm 

cultivation. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

a. 1 only         b. 2 only          c. Both 1 and 2          d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (A)To raise the domestic production of palm oil by three times to 11 lakh MT by 2025-

26.Special emphasis of the scheme will be in India’s north-eastern states and the Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands.Under the scheme, oil palm farmers will be provided financial assistance and 

will get remuneration under a price and viability formula. 

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding Negotiable Warehouse Receipts: 

1. Negotiable warehouse receipts allow transfer of ownership of that commodity stored in a 

warehouse without having to deliver the physical commodity. 

2. Negotiable Warehouse Receipts can provide a relief to the farmer in case of low commodities 

price. 

Which of the above statement is/are correct? 

a) 1 only         b) 2only     c) Both 1 and 2        d) Neither of these 

Answer: (C) 

Negotiable warehouse receipts allow transfer of ownership of that commodity stored in a 

warehouse without having to deliver the physical commodity. 

NWRs can avoid distress sale of agricultural produce by the farmers in the peak marketing 

season when there is glut in the market. 
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Q5. Which of the following is/are the effect of weak Indian Rupees? 

1. Imports inflation. 

2. Export inflation. 

3. Foreign debt costlier 

Choose the correct option: 

a) 1 only          b) 2only         c) 1 and 3 only         d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: (C)-The obvious benefit is to the exporter, which in turn would revive economic growth 

A weak rupee imports inflation as it increases the cost of imported goods. 

It affects those companies who have raised debt abroad and have not fully-hedged their position. 

Q6. Consider the following statements about EatSmart Cities Challenge: 

1. The EatSmart Cities Challenge has the objective of motivating Smart Cities to develop a plan 

that supports a healthy, safe and sustainable food environment. 

2. The challenge is launched by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare . 

3. The challenge includes a monetary Reward. 

4. All cities with a population more than 100,000 were invited for the challenge. 

Choose the Correct statements: 

a) 1 and 3 only        b) 2 and 4 only               c) 2 and 3 only      d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: (A) 

The challenge was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) in 

collaboration with Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) on 15th April, 2021, to 

scale up the Eat Right India approach to city level.11 cities have been selected as winners and 

winning cities will be awarded Rs. Fifty lakh each from MoHUA and be involved for deep 

engagement over a period of next 12 months to scale up their plan including implementation of 

the Eat Right India initiatives.Cities with a population more than 500,000 were invited for the 

challenge. 
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