
 

 

 the story so far: russian energy company 

gazprom has stopped gas supplies to bulgaria 

and poland citing their failure to pay in 

roubles. in a statement on april 27, it 

announced that it has “completely suspended 

gas supplies” to poland’s pgnig and bulgaria’s 

bulgargaz. poland and bulgaria have accused 

russia of breach of contract, according to 

which payments were to be made in euros 

and dollars only. towards the end of march, 

russian president vladimir putin had signed a 

decree that from april 1, “unfriendly foreign 

buyers” would have to pay for gas supplies in 

roubles. he had also added that defaults 

would result in suspension of contracts. 

 

HOW WILL THE STOPPAGE OF GAS 

SUPPLIES AFFECT POLAND AND 

BULGARIA? 

 the gas cuts do not immediately put the two countries in any dire trouble. russian gas 

deliveries to both poland and bulgaria were anyway expected to end later this year. poland, 

which gets 40% of its natural gas from russia, has been working on alternatives for many 

years. in the immediate scenario, however, it will lose out on the five billion cubic metres of 

gas it was set to get from gazprom. it will likely make up for it with supplies from germany. 

bulgaria, which gets 77% of its natural gas from russia, has a bigger problem. while its energy 

minister has said that the country has enough reserves for another month, it needs to urgently 

look for alternatives, with additional supplies via pipelines from greece being a distinct 

possibility. 

 

WHY HAS RUSSIA TARGETED POLAND AND BULGARIA WITH THIS MOVE? 

 poland has been a major gateway for supply of military hardware to ukraine. it also confirmed 

earlier this week that it will be sending tanks to ukraine. just hours before gazprom’s action, it 

had announced a fresh set of sanctions against the company and other russian businesses and 

oligarchs. as for bulgaria, after a new liberal government took office last fall, it has cut many 

of its old ties to moscow. not only has it supported the west’s sanctions against russia, it has 
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also hosted western fighter jets at a new nato outpost on its black sea coast. it is also a major 

producer of non-nato weapons that it’s considering sending to kyiv. 

 

WILL OTHER COUNTRIES BE HIT WITH SIMILAR STOPPAGES? 

 russia supplies gas via pipelines to 23 countries in europe. among eu members, so far, only 

hungary has officially agreed to make rouble payments, with the rest rejecting the demand. 

however, even if no other country agrees to russia’s rouble payment mechanism, there won’t 

be any further cuts in supplies at least until the second half of may, which is when the next 

tranche of payments are due. meanwhile, according to reports, four european buyers have 

already started making gas payments in roubles, while 10 european companies have opened 

accounts with gazprombank to make rouble payments. 

HOW HAVE THE EU, POLAND, AND BULGARIA REACTED TO THE GAS SUPPLY 

SUSPENSION? 

 the 27-member european union has described russia’s decision as “blackmail” and accused 

moscow of trying to divide the west over its support for ukraine. “it comes as no surprise that 

the kremlin uses fossil fuels to try to blackmail us,” said eu commission president ursula von 

der leyen, adding, “today, the kremlin failed once again in his attempt to sow division amongst 

member states. the era of russian fossil fuel in europe is coming to an end.” 

 describing russia’s move as blackmail, bulgarian prime minister kiril petkov said, “we will not 

succumb to such a racket.” the polish prime minister has informed his country's parliament 

that he believes poland’s support for ukraine — and the new sanctions imposed by warsaw on 

tuesday — were the real reasons behind the gas cutoff. 

 

WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF RUSSIA SHUTS GAS SUPPLIES TO MORE COUNTRIES? 

 europe’s natural gas comes from only three sources: russia, norway and algeria. until the 

ukraine invasion, russia accounted for almost 40% of europe’s gas imports. 

 while the dependence on russian gas varies from country to country — ranging from 94% for 

finland to 11% for the netherlands — there is little doubt that disruption in supplies would fuel 

inflation and damage economic activity, with strong possibilities of energy rationing and even 

a major recession in the continent’s industrial powerhouse, germany. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE EU’S STRATEGY TO REDUCE DEPENDENCE ON RUSSIAN GAS? 

 europe’s energy mix comprises of oil (43%), natural gas (24%), nuclear energy (14%), and 

hydroelectric (4%), with renewables such as wind and solar making up the rest. with climate 

change a major political issue in europe, coal — of which there are abundant reserves on the 

continent — is off the table, and given public hostility to nuclear energy, eu is left with natural 

gas as the cleanest source of energy. so, for the short-term, the eu is preparing for the heating 
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requirements of the coming winter by tanking up on its gas storage facilities at 80-90% 

capacity and substituting russian supplies, as much as possible, with piped gas from norway 

and north africa. but these won’t be adequate to reduce russian dependence to zero. so, the 

longer-term strategy is centred on importing liquefied natural gas (lng) from the u.s. and the 

middle east. 

 

WILL IT BE FEASIBLE FOR EUROPE TO TRANSITION FROM RUSSIAN NATURAL GAS TO 

LNG? 

 it will be tough challenge, primarily because it is easier and cheaper to transport natural gas 

via pipeline. lng requires massive facilities and container ships that require huge capital 

investments. and yet, over the past decade, the eu has beefed up its lng infrastructure, building 

several large terminals. nonetheless, lng transported from the u.s. by container ships would be 

much more expensive than russian gas received via pipeline. achieving strategic autonomy, as 

it were, by replacing russian gas with american lng would mean higher prices for the average 

european consumer, who is currently the primary beneficiary of cheap russian gas that he uses 

for household heating purposes. 

 

HOW WILL THE GAS SUSPENSION IMPACT RUSSIA? 

 western analysts believe that russia has taken a gamble by cutting off supplies to poland and 

bulgaria. the russian economy is heavily dependent on gas exports, deriving 40% of its 

revenue coming from it. if the move forces more eu countries to pay for gas in roubles, it will 

help shore up its currency and offer some relief for its sanction-hit economy. but at the same 

time, it could also backfire, if it ends up accelerating the decoupling of the energy ‘partnership’ 

between europe and russia. since it is difficult to reroute piped natural gas to different 

markets, russia, which doesn’t have elaborate storage infrastructure, may well find itself 

desperate for buyers as well as hard currency, let alone buyers ready to pay in roubles. 

 

 

 they need not get obc quota benefit’ 

 the supreme court on thursday said that other backward class (obc) candidates are required to 

be adjusted against the general category when they prove more meritorious than the last of 

the general category candidates appointed. 

 the court said that in such circumstances, the appointments of obc candidates could not have 

been considered against the seats available in the reserved category. 

 the top court said that consequently, after considering their appointments in the general 

category, the seats meant for the reserved category were required to be filled in from and 

amongst the other remaining reserved category candidates on merit. 

MERITORIOUS CANDIDATES CAN GET GENERAL SEATS: SC 
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 a bench of justices m.r. shah and b.v. nagarathna relied on various verdicts of the top court 

including indra sawhney vs union of india of 1992, popularly called mandal commission 

verdict, while dealing with a case of two obc category candidates for bharat sanchar nigam ltd. 

jobs. 

 relying on the verdicts, the top court accepted the arguments of senior advocate rajeev dhavan, 

appearing for a quota candidate, that the reserved category candidates having obtained more 

marks than the last candidate in general category candidates will have to be adjusted against 

the general category quota and they were required to be considered in the general category 

pool, thereby the remaining candidates belonging to the reserved category were required to be 

appointed against the quota meant for reserved category. 

 the court said by insertion of two obc candidates into the general category, two general 

category candidates already appointed shall have to be expelled and/or shall have to be 

removed, and it may unsettle the entire selection process. 

 

 

 

 union labour minister says ‘rising trend in 

employment in organised sector’ 

 over four lakh jobs were created in firms 

with 10 or more workers in nine selected 

sectors in october-december 2021, 

according to the labour and employment 

ministry’s third quarterly employment 

survey (qes) report released on thursday. 

 the ministry’s establishment-based survey, 

which covered 10,834 units in the third 

round, found employment had increased 

from 3.1 crore in july-september 2021 to 

3.145 crore in the next quarter. the survey 

covered manufacturing, construction, 

trade, transport, education, health, 

accommodation and restaurants, it/bpos and financial services that accounted for 85% of the 

employment in units with 10 or more workers, the report said. the survey does not include 

units that were established after 2013-14. 

 the manufacturing sector accounted for 39% of the units, followed by education (22%). overall 

23.55% of the units provided on-the-job training to workers, while the number was higher for 

health sector units (34.87%). at the same time, the nine sectors reported 1.85 lakh vacancies, 

                     CENTRE’S EMPLOYMENT SURVEY FINDS ADDITION OF FOUR LAKH JOBS 
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with 81,846 in manufacturing, 47,076 in health and 39,014 in education. the report stated that 

86.5% of the vacancies were “in the process of being filled up”. about 4% of the vacancies 

remained due to “non-availability of requisite skilled workers”. 

 releasing the findings, labour and employment minister bhupender yadav said in a tweet that 

the the third round report of qes had shown “a rising trend in employment in organised 

sector”. 

 

 

 

 there is a need to re-evaluate demand forecasting 

methods and stocking philosophies and the way 

forward will be to have a “serviceability-linked 

inventory management system”, the chief of the 

air staff, air chief marshal v.r. chaudhari, said on 

thursday. 

 his comments come against the backdrop of the 

ukraine war and apprehensions on timely 

delivery of spares and systems from russia for 

the indian armed forces. 

 addressing the national logistics seminar of the 

indian air force, he stressed preparation for 

short swift wars and the need to be ready for a 

long-drawn stand-off akin to “what we are 

seeing” in eastern ladakh. 

 in order to standardise logistical functions and 

provide a blueprint for the future, we must look at a vision document for operational-logistics 

that would define the foundational precincts of logistics support in iaf during combat,” he said. 

“i am certain that availability of such a document will act as a guide for commanders and 

logisticians to help transform logistics into a future ready, combat empowering entity.” 

 the geopolitical situation necessitates the iaf to prepare for intense and small-duration 

operations at a short notice, he said and this new paradigm of high-intensity operations, 

coupled with minimal build-up time, would require major changes in terms of operational 

logistics. 

 saying effective logistics management is “key to sustenance” of the iaf’s combat potential, the 

iaf chief said recent experiences and the evolving geopolitical scenario mandated the force to 

be operationally and logistically responsive at all times. 

 

PREPARE FOR SWIFT CONFLICTS: IAF CHIEF 
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STOCKING POLICIES 

 he said flexible stocking policies with modern forecasting techniques would help in demand 

sensing and prepositioning of items at bases. “we must also review our procurement strategies 

to reduce lead time for supplies and pre-empt problems of supply chain obsolescence.” 

 pointing that during contingencies, the roads and rail heads would be choked due to 

simultaneous movement of the army along the same axes, acm chaudhari said, “towards this, 

we need to formalise an integrated road and rail management plan and explore the feasibility 

of increased containerisation and use of civilian wide-bodied aircraft. 

 

 

 

 On April 22, a Bench of the Supreme Court of India, led by Justice U.U. Lalit, decided to critically 

examine the routine and abrupt way in which trial judges often impose the death penalty on 

convicts. The challenge before the Court in the instant case of Irfan vs State of Madhya Pradesh 

was to identify the mitigating circumstances and to ensure a convict-centric approach so that 

the imposition of capital punishment becomes rarer, fairer, and principled. 

 The Court seemed to think that an individualistic approach that examines the social, economic, 

emotional, and genetic components that constituted the offender rather than the offence, would 

go a long way in evolving a just and judicious sentencing policy. According to the Court, “a ‘one 

size fit for all’ approach while considering mitigating factors during sentencing should end”. The 

Bench indicated the need for mitigation experts to assist trial courts in reaching a correct 

conclusion on whether one should be sent to the gallows or not. 

 

RECENT VERDICTS AS POINTERS 

 

 This is a significant development that can radically alter India’s death penalty jurisprudence, by 

a comprehensive examination of the multi-disciplinary wisdom relating to the crime, the 

criminal, and the punishment. 

 An analysis of the possible reasons to avert the death penalty is reflected in a series of recent 

verdicts such as Lochan Shrivas vs State of Chhattisgarh (2021) and Bhagchandra vs State of 

Madhya Pradesh (2021). These reasons might include socio-economic backwardness, mental 

health, heredity, parenting, socialisation, education, etc. 

 

NEEDED, A DIFFERENT ACUMEN 

 

 According to Section 354(3) in the Code of Criminal Procedure, while imposing the capital 

punishment, the judge should specify “the special reasons” for doing so. It was in Bachan Singh 

                                  REVISITING DEATH PENALTY JURISPRUDENCE 
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vs State of Punjab (1980) that the Constitution Bench suggested a humane and reformist 

framework in the matter. It said that the gallows could be resorted to only in the rarest of rare 

cases, that too when “the alternate option is unquestionably foreclosed”. Thus, Bachan Singh 

requires the trial courts not only to examine the gravity of the offence but also the condition and 

the ‘reformability’ of the accused. The Court, in Bachan Singh, refused to declare the death 

penalty as unconstitutional. It, nevertheless, tried to reduce the rigour of capital punishment by 

trying to do away with the indiscriminate use of the penal provisions. It abundantly implied that 

no person is indubitably ‘irreformable’. It had the effect of practically undoing the death penalty 

provision, if taken in its letter and spirit. The need to have ‘unquestionable foreclosure’ of 

‘alternate option’ (in the matter of punishment , such as life imprisonment) sets the benchmark 

for the sentencing court very high and even unattainable. This person-centric approach, for its 

materialisation, needs a different judicial acumen that recognises the convict in her multitudes. 

 

 But the Bachan Singh principle was followed more in its breach than in compliance even by the 

Supreme Court. In Ravji vs State of Rajasthan (1995), the Supreme Court said that it is the nature 

of the crime and not the criminal which is germane for deciding the punishment. This is 

diametrically opposite to what was laid down in Bachan Singh. In Machhi Singh vs State of 

Punjab (1983), the Court indicated that inadequacy of other punishments could justify the death 

penalty. This too negated the humanistic liberalism in Bachan Singh. Several other cases also 

were decided by ignoring the Bachan Singh doctrine, as noted by the Supreme Court itself in 

Santhosh Kumar Satishbhushan Bariyar vs State of Maharashtra (2009) and Rajesh Kumar vs 

State (2011). The Hindu’s Frontline magazine (“A case against the death penalty”, issue dated 

September 7, 2012) had a list of 13 convicts who were directed to be hanged in different reported 

cases decided by the Supreme Court itself, illegally and erroneously, by discarding the Bachan 

Singh philosophy. 

 

 This egregious judicial error will have to be kept in mind while the Court revisits the issues 

related to mitigating factors and individual-centered sentencing policy in the Irfan case. In the 

process, it may need to consider concrete guidelines for such policy. 

 

OVERUSE AND MISUSE 

 

 But the Indian experience shows that whenever the Court tries to dilute the harshness of penal 

provisions by a balancing approach, instead of striking down the provision, the instrumentalities 

of the state (including the police, the prosecution and the court) continue to overuse or misuse 

the provisions. The judgment of the top court in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar (1962) is a 

case in point. The Supreme Court endorsed the validity of the sedition law (Section 124A of the 
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Indian Penal Code) with a rider that it could be invoked only when there is an incitement to 

violence. But the state seldom acts based on interpretation of the law. Many were booked for the 

charge of sedition since then for mere words, innocent tweets or harmless jokes. The top court 

is now seriously considering the need to revisit Kedar Nath Singh itself. 

 

 It is true that Bachan Singh did not, in concrete terms, elaborate on the mitigating factors and 

the methods to gather them to avert the death penalty. Nor did it explain the issues such as 

burden of proof and standard of proof in detail. As argued by Anup Surendranath, Neetika 

Vishwanath, and Preeti Pratishruti Dash in a recent paper, there could be “gaps within Bachan 

Singh itself”. The point, however, is that going by the Indian experience, it may not be enough 

to provide clarity with respect to the mitigative elements in the matter of sentencing or the 

method of invoking them. Taking empirical lessons from the fate of Bachan Singh, the Supreme 

Court may have to now ask the more fundamental question posed and negatived in Bachan Singh 

— the question of the constitutional validity of death penalty. The judiciary needs to learn a lot 

from history. 

 

THE POOR ARE MOST AFFECTED 

 

 In India, as elsewhere, the poor, rather than the rich, are sent to the gallows. The numbers of 

the uneducated and the illiterate sentenced to death outweigh those who are educated and 

literate. In Williams vs Taylor (2000), the U.S. Supreme Court said that failure of the defence 

lawyer in highlighting the mitigating factors that could lead to avoidance of capital punishment 

makes the legal assistance ineffective. Therefore, it infringes constitutionally guaranteed rights. 

In the Indian scenario, the legal assistance received by the poor facing serious charges is far 

from satisfactory. Lack of proper defence results in conviction. And in the matter of sentencing 

too, the mitigating factors are either not placed before the trial court or not persuaded 

adequately to convince the trial judge to avoid the death penalty. There is a marked contradiction 

between the Indian legal plutocracy and the marginalised. 

 

REVISITING THE CASE 

 

 The Court, in the instant case, will have to evolve a legal device for procurement of a 

comprehensive report dealing with the socio-economic and hereditary backgrounds of the 

accused from experts in the fields of social work, psychiatry, psychology, anthropology, etc. Yet, 

there could be inherent inequality and arbitrariness in applying the principles because of 

multiple factors such as failure of the judges, incapacity or backwardness of the parties, 

inadequacy of defence, deficits in the reports of experts, disparity in practical application of the 
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doctrine, etc. As such, there is a possibility for the new juridical device also meeting the 

unfortunate fate which the Bachan Singh verdict faced. Therefore, the true way ahead is not 

merely to fill up the blanks in Bachan Singh by laying down concrete propositions for assessment 

of mitigating factors, determination of standard of proof, burden of proof etc. The Court may 

have to revisit Bachan Singh itself in so far as it refused to declare the death penalty as violative 

of the right to life envisaged under Article 21 of the Constitution. Across the world, 108 nations 

have abolished death penalty in law and 144 countries have done so in law or practice, according 

to the Amnesty Report of 2021. 

 

 In the Indian context, where judgmental error is quite frequent and the quality of adjudication 

is not ensured, what is required is a judicial abolition of death penalty. For this, the present 

matter will have to be referred to a larger Bench, with a view to rectify the foundational omission 

in Bachan Singh — of not explicitly declaring capital punishment as unconstitutional. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Which country is the world’s leading producer of palm oil? 

A.China           B. Indoneia            C.Thailand           D.Malaysia 

 

ANS-B 

 

2.The Union government is planning to revamp the Civil Registration System (CRS) to enable 

the registration of birth and death in real-time with minimum human intervention. The CRS is 

managed by which government department? 

A.Registrar-General of India                    B.Population Registry Department 

C.Census Record of India                         D.Census Commission of India 

 

ANS-A 

 

3.China has recorded its first human infection with which strain of bird flu, that is otherwise 
common in horses and dogs? 

A.H1N1                B.H3N8                     C.  H4N2                D.  NH-14 
ANS-B 
 

                                    IMPORTANT MCQ 
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4.The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved an investment of over ₹4500 crore 
for the 540-megawatt Kwar hydroelectric project on which river in Kishtwar district of Jammu 
and Kashmir? 

A.Tawi                 B.Chenab             C.Zanskar                       D.  Ravi 

 

ANS-B 

 

5.The Union Cabinet approved what project for upgrading 2G mobile services to 4G at 
security sites in Left Wing Extremism areas at an estimated cost of about ₹2,400 crore? 

A.LWE Development Project                         B. Remote Areas Obligation Fund 

C.Network Services Obligation Fund             D. Universal Service Obligation Fund 

ANS-D 

6.The Garo, Khasi and Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Council are tribal councils in which 

State? 

A.Arunachal Pradesh            B.Meghalaya             C. Assam             D.Sikkim 

 

ANS-B 
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